Foster Care Application Items and Documentation
Application Items

Section 1:  Child's Information

1. Full name

2. DOB

3. SSN
4. Gender

5. Race/Ethnicity

6. Full Address at time of removal from home

7. Birth City, County, State, Country

8. Citizenship status (US Citizen, Legal Permanent Resident, 

9. other Qualified Alien, Undetermined)

10. Private Health insurance coverage if applicable 

Section 2: Home of Removal

1. Did child live with a parent(s) or a specified relative at the time of removal from the home?

2. Date that the child was removed from the home

3. If removed from two parents was either parent disabled or incapacitated?
a. If neither is disabled or incapacitated which parent was the Primary Wage Earner (PWE).

b. Is the PWE currently unemployed?

c. Does the PWE work less than 100 hours per month?

d. What is the PWE's gross monthly earner income?

4. If removed from one parent which parent?

a. What is the reason for the other parent's absence from the home? 
For example: death, divorce, never lived in the home, deportation, hospitalization, separated from other parent with alternating custody, desertion, incarceration, employment outside the community or active military duty.     

5. If removed from a legal parent(s), parent's name, SSN, DOB, Full address

6. If removed from a specified relative, relative's name, SSN, DOB, Full address and relationship to child
7. For any siblings or other relatives (including step-parents) living in the home at the time of removal need the Name, SSN, DOB, Full address and relationship to child

Section 3: Income and Resources

1. Income information for the child and any members living in the home at removal to include:

a. Name of person with income

b. Monthly income amounts

c. Income source/type

2. If members had $0 monthly income an explanation is needed how the family's monthly living expenses including housing, food, and clothing are met.  This may include a listing of government benefits received or cash contributions from someone outside the home.  
3. An explanation of how the child and family's income information was gathered. 
4. Resources information for the child and of any members living in the home at removal to include:

a. Name of person with resource

b. Value of each resource

c. Resource source/type

5. An explanation of how the child and family's resources information was gathered. 
Section 4: Title IV-E Facility Information
1. Listing of placements the child was in between the time of removal and entry into the Title IV-E facility including dates of admission and removal

2. Title IV-E facility name

3. Title IV-E facility full address

4. DFPS Resource ID# for Title IV-E facility

5. Date child placed in Title IV-E facility

6. Child's Service Level or daily rate of payment

Section 5: Federal Reporting Requirements
1. Has the child ever been adopted?  
· If yes, how old was the child at adoption?
2. Has the child ever been clinically diagnosed as having any disabilities?

· If yes, list the disability.  

3. Indicate if any of the factors below contributed to the removal of the child?
· Physical abuse, injury, or maltreatment of the child

· Sexual abuse or exploitation of the child

· Negligent treatment or maltreatment of the child

· Abandonment of the child

· Alcohol abuse by the parent(s) or principal caretaker

· Incarceration of the parent(s) or principal caretaker

· Drug abuse by the parent(s) or principal caretaker

· Death of the parent(s) or principal caretaker
· Parent(s) or principal caretaker's inability to cope due to illness or other physical or emotional reasons

· Alcohol abuse by the child

· Drug abuse by the child
· Disability of the child

· Child's behavior problems

4. Which below best describes the marital status of the child's biological parents?
· Married, Single, Separated, Divorced, Widowed, or Unknown

5. Which below is the expected permanency plan for the child upon completion of the placement program?

· Return to parent, Placement with a relative, Emancipation/Independent Living, Adoption, or Other Permanent Living Arrangement

6. What is the expected date that the child is expected to complete the placement program?

Documentation
1. Copy of Birth Certificate or other Citizenship Verification document

2. Copy of Social Security Card or other document verifying SSN

3. All court orders relating to the child's removal from the home.  Title IV-E regulations require that the following specific judicial determinations be made:
a. In the first order sanctioning the child removal from the home that it is "Contrary to the child's Welfare to remain in the home" or it is in the "Best Interest of the child to be removed from the home".

b. Within 60 days of the court ordered removal a determination that "Reasonable efforts were made to prevent the child's removal from the home" or that "Reasonable efforts were not required because of aggravated circumstances, as defined by state law (can be found in Texas Family Code, §262.2015)"
c. That DFPS or another entity with a Title IV-E agreement has responsibility for the child's placement and care.  
