EXHIBIT 4
Title IV-E Agreement 
Alabama Coushatta Tribe of Texas and DFPS

Summary of Title IV-E Judicial Requirements
This is not an exhaustive list of applicable judicial requirements, but a summary of the most relevant requirements imposed on all cases as a condition of Title IV-E eligibility, as modified to reflect that the Tribal court will be acting pursuant to Tribal law. 
To maintain IV-E eligibility for purposes of this Agreement, a Tribal Court must conform to the following requirements:

(a) All judicial determinations required by this Agreement must be case specific and explicitly documented in the court order.  If not in the court order, these determinations cannot be proven by affidavits or nunc pro tunc orders, but only by a transcript of the proceedings;  
(b)  At the time a child is first removed from the home, the first court ruling sanctioning the removal must contain a judicial determination that continuation in the home would be contrary to the welfare of the child or placement would be in the child's best interest.    Failure to comply with this requirement prevents a child from being eligible for the duration of  the child's stay in foster care;  

(c)  No later than 60 days following a Tribal court ordered removal, the Tribal Court must make a judicial determination regarding reasonable efforts. The Tribal Court may find either: that the efforts made to prevent the child's removal were reasonable under the circumstances, considering the child's health and safety the paramount concern or, that reasonable efforts were not necessary due to aggravated circumstances.  42 U.S.C. § 671(a)(15)(D); 45 C.F.R.§1356.21; 

(d) If the Tribal Court makes a finding that no reasonable efforts are required based on aggravated circumstances in accordance with   42 U.S.C. § 671(a) (15)(D), a permanency hearing as described in 42 U.S.C. § 675(5)(C) shall:

(i) be held on the same date or within thirty (30) days after the determination; and

(ii) reasonable efforts shall be made to finalize and to permanently place the child in a timely manner in accordance with the permanency plan;
(e) As part of the mandatory case review system, the Tribal Court must conduct reviews of each child and young adult’s case plan at least every six months to determine: the safety of the child, the continuing necessity for and appropriateness of the placement, the extent of compliance with the case plan, the extent of progress made toward alleviating or mitigating the causes for placement in foster care and to project a likely date by which the child may be returned safely to the home or placed for adoption or legal guardianship.

(f)  The Tribal court must conduct a Permanency Hearing within twelve (12) months from the date a child is considered to have entered placement in foster and every 12 months thereafter until the permanency plan is finalized and must 
comply with Permanency Hearing requirements pursuant to 42 U.S.C. §675(5)(C) and 45 C.F.R. §1355.20, which include but are not limited to, the Tribal Court's duty to: 

(i) Select a permanency goal which can be return to parent, termination of parental rights and adoption, guardianship or (if the Tribe has documented a compelling reason why a more permanent goal would not be in the child's best interests) placement in another planned permanent living arrangement, and  consult in an age-appropriate manner with the child or young adult regarding the proposed permanency or transition plan; 

(ii) Make a judicial determination regarding whether reasonable efforts were made to finalize permanency within 12 months from the date a child is considered to have entered placement in foster care and every 12 months thereafter until the permanency plan is finalized; if the court fails to do so, the child becomes ineligible for Title IV-E at the end of the month in which the judicial determination was to have been made, until it is made;

(iii) Recognize that for purposes of Title IV-E funding "paper reviews, ex parte hearings, agreed orders, or other actions or hearing which are not open to the participation of the parents of the child, the child (if of appropriate age), and foster parents or preadoptive parents (if any) are not permanency hearings."  45 C.F.R. 1355.20.

(h)  The Tribal Court must ensure that foster or pre-adoptive parents, guardians or relatives providing care for a child receive notice of the date, time and location of any review or hearing to be held with respect to the child, and an opportunity to be heard.   However, this requirement shall not be construed to require that any foster parent, pre-adoptive parent, guardian or relative providing care for the child be made a party to such hearing.  
(i)   
If a tribal young adult who previously received foster care benefits under this Agreement returns to foster care, the Tribal Court must exercise jurisdiction over the case and conduct case reviews as required pursuant to 42 U.S.C. §675(5) in order for the young adult to be eligible for Title IV-E foster care assistance.
