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TRIBUTE TO EDWARD WITTEN

HON. RUSH D. HOLT
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 7, 2003
Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, today at the White
House, Edward Witten was awarded the National Medal of Science Award, the nation’s
highest science and engineering honor.
The presidential medal is the nation’s highest honor for researchers who make major impacts in fields of science and engineering
through career-long, ground-breaking achievements. The medal, established by Congress in
1959, also recognizes contributions to innovation, industry or education.
Edward Witten, the Charles Simonyi Professor of Physics at the Institute for Advanced
Study, received the award ‘‘for his leadership
role in advancing a broad range of topics in
theoretical physics, including attempts to understand the fundamental forces of nature
through string theory; and his unparalleled inspiration in using insights from physics to unify
apparently disparate mathematical areas.’’
Professor Witten may be best known as the
world leader in ‘‘string theory,’’ an attempt by
physicists to describe in one unified way all
the known forces of nature, as well as to understand nature at the most basic level. The
combination of the four fundamental forces
(electromagnetic, strong, weak, and gravitational) in one theoretical framework was a goal
sought, but unattained by Albert Einstein. The
concept underlying string theory is to replace
the usual point-like representation of fundamental particles with vanishingly small vibrating strings. This resolves an incompatibility between quantum mechanics and general relativity, which is the premier challenge of theoretical physics. Dr. Witten’s original contributions and incisive surveys have set the agenda for many developments, such as the
progress in ‘‘dualities,’’ which suggest that all
known string theories are related.
Dr. Witten’s earliest papers produced advances in quantum chromodynamics (QCD), a
theory that describes the interactions among
the fundamental particles (quarks and gluons)
that make up all nuclei. In particular, he solved
the problem of expressing radioactive corrections arising from heavy particles in terms of
effective light quarks. In other early work, he
understood how to combine properties of the
Dirac equation with those of the Riemann curvature tensor, to get a new formula for the
gravitational energy, and to give a new and direct proof of the positive energy theorem in
general relativity. He also discovered new solutions of the equations of C.N. Yang and
Robert Mills, and realized their importance for
physics.
Dr. Witten discovered many relations between ‘‘supersymmetric quantum theory’’ and
geometry. Supersymmetry lies at the basis of
a picture of fundamental particles studied at
the Fermilab Tevatron, and soon at the Large
Hadron Collider under construction at CERN.
Dr. Witten showed that a mathematical theory
of Michael Atiyah and I.M. Singer parallels
supersymmetry and plays a central role in particle physics. He applied this concept to the
study of nonperturbative supersymmetry
breaking. He used this same concept to
produce a new derivation of a fundamental
mathematical theory of Marston Morse.
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One of Dr. Witten’s deepest mathematical
insights arose from his glimpsing the relation
between the physics of gauge theory and the
mathematics of knots. This work has led to a
revolution in mathematics, including the understanding of the classification of higher dimensional spaces. For this work, Dr. Witten became the only theoretical physicist ever to receive the Fields Medal, the most prestigious
award in pure mathematics. Conversely, Dr.
Witten was broadly responsible for the demonstration that algebraic geometry and topology, core disciplines of modern mathematics,
hold the key to understanding the deepest
properties of string theory and gauge field theory.
Dr. Witten is as clear and engaging a
speaker as he is a creative and powerful theorist I find it especially commendable that he
also is an effective thinker and worker for
peace and social justice in the Middle East
and the world.
Dr. Witten, who has been on the Faculty of
the Institute for Advanced Study since 1987, is
the recipient of a 1982 MacArthur Fellowship;
the 1985 Einstein Medal from the Einstein Society of Berne, Switzerland; the 1985 Dirac
Medal from the International Center for Theoretical Physics; the 1990 Fields Medal; and
numerous other awards. He is a member of
the American Academy of Arts and Sciences,
the National Academy of Sciences, a foreign
member of the Royal Society, and an associate member of the Academy of Sciences of
Paris. Ed Witten is a good friend of mine, and
I am pleased to congratulate him on his
award, and I thank him for the contribution he
has made to improve our knowledge and understanding.
f

25TH ANNIVERSARY OF ENACTMENT OF INDIAN CHILD WELFARE ACT

HON. DON YOUNG
OF ALASKA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 7, 2003
Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to note that tomorrow, on November 8,
2003, will mark the 25th anniversary of enactment of the Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA).
At a time when American Indian and Alaska
Native tribes and families throughout the country were being ravaged by abusive child welfare practices that caused untold thousands of
American Indian and Alaska Native children to
be unnecessarily placed in foster homes,
adoptive homes and Bureau of Indian Affairs
(BIA) boarding schools, the 95th Congress
said no more and unanimously adopted the
ICWA. I am proud to have been a member
when that occurred—truly one of the finest
moments in the history of Congress and in my
service.
The ICWA stands as perhaps the most important Indian law the Congress has enacted.
For the first and only time, Congress explicitly
acknowledged that the trust responsibility of
the United States extends to ‘‘protecting American Indian and Alaska Native children’’ and
the integrity of Native American families and
tribes, a sine qua non to this Nation’s commitment to securing the ‘‘continued existence and
integrity’’ of Indian tribes as both governments
and societies.
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The ICWA recognized that tribes have a
parens patriae relationship to their children
that supersedes any like interest of the States.
Accordingly, the law enhances the sovereign
right of tribes to determine, under tribal law,
whether and under what circumstances children require out-of-home placement. Concomitantly, the law reduces and conditions the authority of States in this regard by compelling
an overarching commitment to preventing outof-home and out-of-tribe placement of American Indian and Alaska Native children. When,
as a last resort, placement occurs, the ICWA
requires States to make every effort to return
American Indian and Alaska Native children to
their families and tribal communities. And,
when that is not possible, the ICWA mandates
that, except in unusual circumstances, these
children are preferentially placed in tribal
homes.
In the 25 years since enactment, the fulfillment of ICWA’s purpose ‘‘to protect the best
interest of American Indian and Alaska Native
children’’ has been remarkable. Tribes have
acted forcefully to help keep families intact.
Because of the ICWA, many tribes and States
have developed significant cooperative relationships aimed at eliminating State child welfare practices harmful to American Indian and
Alaska Native families and children and implementing policies and practices targeted at
maintaining the integrity of American Indian
and Alaska Native families and tribes. As a result, ICWA’s promise to benefit the welfare of
American Indian and Alaska Native children
has benefitted many thousands of these children, enabling them to mature into functioning
and contributing citizens of their tribes and of
the Nation.
Although the achievements of the ICWA are
many and noteworthy, much remains to be
done. Full and effective implementation of the
ICWA has not occurred either because of deliberate resistance, outright obstruction, ignorance of or inattentiveness to ICWA’s requirements, or just misunderstanding the relationship between the ICWA and the requirements
of other federal child welfare laws. To address
and remedy ICWA implementation problems of
most concern to tribes, I introduced H.R. 2750
on July 15, 2003. This measure—
Clarifies that the ICWA applies to all American Indian and Alaska Native children involved in ‘‘child custody proceedings’’ (as defined in the ICWA) and defines the minimum
efforts that must be undertaken to prevent the
breakup of an American Indian or Alaska Native child’s family through involuntary out-ofhome placement.
Requires detailed notice to American Indian
and Alaska Native tribes in all voluntary child
custody proceedings, to parents in voluntary
adoption proceedings, and to parents and
tribes in all involuntary proceedings.
Clarifies the right of American Indian and
Alaska Native tribes to intervene in all voluntary state court custody proceedings, provided that the tribe files a notice of intent to intervene or a written objection within 45 days of
receiving notice of a voluntary termination of
parental rights or within 100 days of receiving
notice of a particular adoptive placement, and
certifies that a child is a member, eligible for
membership, or is the child of a member.
Requires notice to extended family members and recognizes their right to intervene in
state child custody proceedings.
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Requires attorneys, public and private agencies to provide detailed information to American Indian and Alaska Native parents of their
rights under ICWA.
Limits parents’ rights to withdraw consent to
an adoption to 6 months after relinquishment
of the child or 30 days after the filing of an
adoption petition, whichever is later.
Clarifies tribal jurisdiction in Alaska.
Facilitates the ability of tribes without reservations, including tribes in Alaska and Oklahoma or with disestablished reservations, to
assume jurisdiction over child custody proceedings.
Narrows the grounds upon which state
courts can refuse to transfer cases to tribal
courts.
Clarifies tribal court authority over children
transferred to tribal court jurisdiction.
Defines the circumstances under which
state ICWA violations may be reviewed by
federal courts and provides for federal review
of state ICWA compliance.
Provides for criminal sanctions for anyone
who assists a person to lie about their American Indian and Alaska Native ancestry for the
purpose of avoiding application of the ICWA.
Allows state courts to enter enforceable orders providing for visitation or contact between
tribes, natural parents, extended family and an
adopted child.
Extends ICWA (in some cases) to cover
children of state recognized and Canadian Indian tribes, and children who reside or are
domiciled on a reservation and are the child of
a member, but who are not eligible for tribal
membership.
Makes it easier to American Indian and
Alaska Native adoptees to gain access to their
birth records.
Establishes that foster and adoptive homes
licensed or approved by American Indian and
Alaska Native tribes in compliance with the Indian Child Protection and Family Violence Prevention Act shall satisfy the requirements for
foster and adoptive home licensing under any
other federal law.
Clarifies that the terms of tribal-state agreements regarding the care and custody of and
jurisdiction over American Indian and Alaska
Native children shall be controlling even when
another federal law may have different requirements.
On this 25th anniversary of the ICWA, I
urge my colleagues to take another historic
step and enact H.R. 2750. Enactment would
assure that on ICWA’s 50th anniversary,
American Indian and Alaska Native families
are strong, their children are healthy and their
communities are thriving. For the betterment
of our Nation and all of its people, our legacy
should be no less.
f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ANNE M. NORTHUP
OF KENTUCKY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 7, 2003
Mrs. NORTHUP. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall
Nos. 602 and 603, I was unavoidably detained. Had I been present, I would have
voted ‘‘aye.’’
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CONGRATULATING ROHAN SINGH
AS STUDENT ENTREPRENEUR OF
THE YEAR

HON. JAY INSLEE
OF WASHINGTON

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 7, 2003
Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor a special young man from my district,
Mr. Rohan Singh.
It is my pleasure to announce that Rohan
has been named Junior Achievement’s 2003
Student Entrepreneur of the Year.
Last year, Rohan used just $60 to establish
FuzzelFish.com, which sells software products
over the internet. Today, Rohan has a thriving
small business and I just want to take this opportunity to congratulate him and wish him
luck with his business and his studies.
I recently had the chance to meet Rohan in
my Washington, DC office. Let me tell you, he
is an intelligent and upstanding young man
who, I’m sure, will have a very bright and productive future.
I also rise today to say that I am encouraged to see that the entrepreneurial spirit is
alive and well among teens in the United
States. According to a recent poll by Junior
Achievement and Harris Interactive, more
teens believe that ‘‘owning your own business’’ provides greater job security than
‘‘working for a company.’’ This, Mr. Speaker,
is good news for the future of this great nation.
In closing, I want to say again how proud I
am of Rohan Singh and believe that his story
should be an example to all young people that
everyone can and should play a part in the
American Dream.
f

TRIBUTE
TO
THE
HONORABLE
YVONNE SCARLETT-GOLDEN ON
HER ELECTION AS MAYOR OF
THE CITY OF DAYTONA BEACH

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 7, 2003
Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is my
great privilege and pleasure to rise today to
congratulate The Honorable Yvonne ScarlettGolden, a dear personal and family friend, a
mentor, and the newly elected Mayor of the
City of Daytona Beach.
Yesterday, November 4, 2003, Commissioner Scarlett-Golden became Daytona
Beach’s first black mayor and only the second
woman in history to hold that position.
Her elevation to the office of Mayor is a natural next step for a native of Daytona Beach
who has devoted her entire life to public service. Commissioner Scarlett-Golden wants to
build on Daytona Beach’s existing assets: sun
and fun and families. She is just the person to
do it, for her energy and hard work are legendary.
Yvonne Scarlett-Golden is an educator and
a community servant. She received her bachelor’s degree and an Honorary Doctor of Law
from Bethune-Cookman College, and earned
her master’s degree from Boston University.
Before running for Mayor, she was a school
administrator for twenty-five years and served
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as a city commissioner from the west side of
Daytona Beach for seven years.
Experienced, fair, knowledgeable and firmly
committed to public service, Yvonne ScarlettGolden’s priority is to unite the City and improve the quality of life for every citizen, return
fiscal responsibility to government, focus on
economic development and establish strong
public and private partnerships for City programs.
Commissioner Scarlett-Golden has been
honored as a role model to African Americans
and women all over the nation. I know that all
my colleagues join with me in congratulating
her today and wishing her every success in
the future.
f

INTRODUCTION OF THE BROWN
TREE
SNAKE
CONTROL
AND
ERADICATION ACT

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO
OF GUAM

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 7, 2003
Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, roughly a
half-century ago my home island of Guam was
invaded by an unwelcome alien pest. Believed
to have arrived on Guam as a passive stowaway in a military cargo ship shortly after
World War II, the brown tree snake has kept
our island’s native wild life under siege ever
since and has emerged to become the single
greatest threat to Guam’s natural environment.
Today, I am introducing legislation along
with my colleagues from Hawaii, Mr. CASE and
Mr. ABERCROMBIE, to combat the brown tree
snake by increasing authorized funding levels
for research, control and prevention of the
spread of this species with the ultimate goal of
eradication in Guam. In doing so, the legislation aims to improve the coordination among
Federal agencies and other institutions in
dealing with the problems brought about by
the brown tree snake.
The Nonindigenous Aquatic Nuisance Prevention and Control Act of 1990, which established a Federal program to prevent the introduction and spread of aquatic nuisance species, included an authorization for programmatic efforts to combat the brown tree
snake as well. Since then the Federal Government has gradually increased efforts to prevent the brown tree snake from departing
Guam and to reduce the population of the
brown tree snake in certain targeted areas in
Guam. Our legislation would enhance these
efforts by improving the coordination and consistency of actions undertaken by Federal
agencies and by providing an adequate authorized funding schedule to achieve the goal
of eradication. Our legislation clarifies the responsibility for funding brown tree snake programs and places that responsibility in the appropriate Federal agencies. In the past the
Department of the Interior’s Office of Insular
Affairs has had to contribute funds meant for
territorial technical assistance to the brown
tree snake program in order to make up for
shortfalls in other Federal agencies’ budgets.
While we appreciate the Office of Insular Affair’s efforts in the past, it is preferable to secure funding from those with direct responsibility and expertise for these issues.
Since 1993, Congress has attempted to address the brown tree snake problem, but I
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