
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

FOR THE DISTRICT OF WYOMING

' : f.I . ,

C! r

CROW TRIBE OF INDIANS, and

THOMAS L. TEN BEAR,

Plaintiffs,

CHUCK REFSIS, individually; BRIAN
NESVIK, individually, and as Director
of the Wyoming Game & Fish
Department, and as Director of the
Wyoming Game & Fish Commission,'

Defendants.

Case No. 1:92-CV-01002-ABJ

ORDER ON PLAINTIFFS' MOTION FOR PARTIAL RELIEF FROM

JUDGMENT [ECF No. 69]

THIS MATTER comes before the Court on Plaintiffs' Motion for Partial Relief

from Judgment {''Motion^') (ECF No. 69). We previously held that we lacked the power to

grant relief from the United States Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit's judgment in

Repsis II because it relied on alternative grounds in its affirmance of Repsis I—i.e., the

Occupation and Conservation Necessity Rationales.^ The Tenth Circuit vacated our

decision and remanded for further proceedings. After considering the Tenth Circuit's

direction, reviewing the Motion, the filings, the applicable law, and being otherwise fully

' When this action was brought, Francis Patera was the Wyoming Game & Fish Director; however, pursuant to
Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 25(d), Brian Nesvik was automatically substituted as a party. Fed. R. Civ. P. 25(d).

See infra pp. 6-7.
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advised, Plaintiffs' Motion shall be GRANTED IN PART, and as a result, we shall

VACATE the Occupation Rationale under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 60(b)(5).

INTRODUCTION

Treaties formed between American Indian^ tribes and the United States are, in

essence, inter-sovereign contracts. Herrera v. Wyoming, 139 S. Ct. 1686, 1699 (2019)

(quoting Washington v. Washington State Commercial Passenger Fishing Vessel Ass'n.,

443 U.S. 658, 675 (1979)). Inherent in their formation is a recognition that the tribes

themselves are "distinct, independent political communities" imbued with a degree of

sovereignty. Worcester v. Georgia, 31 U.S. 515, 559 (1832). And while tribal nations are

beholden to the federal government's authority, treaties are the supreme law of the land

and require express congressional abrogation for the rights therein to be extinguished. See

U.S. Const, art. VI, § 2, cl. 2. Tribal members hold treaty-based rights communally;

meaning, "[e]ach tribe member has the right to exercise the reserved rights, subject to tribal

regulation, and to sue to enforce those rights." Felix Cohen, Cohen's Handbook of

Federal Indian Law § 18.04[1], at 1164 (2012) [hereinafter Cohen's Handbook].

^ At times, we use the word "Indian" in this order to describe members of the Crow Tribe or to generally discuss
concepts of American Indian jurisprudence. However, the Court is aware of the longstanding discourse surrounding
that word's usage as well as preferences for alternative collective nouns. See, e.g., Michael Yellow Bird, What We
Want to Be Called: Indigenous Peoples' Perspectives on Racial and Ethnic Identity Labels, 23 AMERICAN INDIAN
Quarterly 1,1-21 (1999) ('"American Indian' and 'Native American' are the most common racial and ethnic
labels used to identify the general population of Indigenous Peoples in the United States. However,... neither term
has been without controversy, and no clear consensus exists on which label is most preferable."); see also Brooke
Bauer & Elizabeth Ellis, Indigenous, Native American, or American Indian? The Limitations of Broad Terms,
43 Journal of the Early Republic, 61 (2023) ("[T]he issue of how to talk about and categorize the multiplicity
of Indigenous peoples of North America remains a critical issue in both historical scholarship and contemporary
political and social conversations.").
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This particular case involves the State of Wyoming ("Wyoming") and the Crow

Tribe of Indians'^ ("Tribe" or "Crow Tribe"), and it signals another chapter in our

disharmonious history—a history where courts have struggled to parse the seemingly

incongruous nature of usufructuary^ rights and state sovereignty.^

Beginning in January of 1992, the Tribe sued Wyoming Game and Fish officials

seeking a declaratory judgment regarding their treaty hunting rights. This Court, relying on

Ward V. Race Horse, held that by virtue of Wyoming's admission to the Union the Crow

Tribe's treaty rights had been extinguished. The Tenth Circuit affirmed, and the Supreme

Court denied certiorari.

Now, Race Horse has been overturned by Herrera v. Wyoming. 139 S. Ct. 1686,

1697. In Herrera, the Supreme Court held ̂ 'Race Horse is repudiated to the extent it held

See Brief of The Crow Tribe of Indians as Amicus Curiae in Support of Petitioner, Herrera v. Wyoming, 139 S. Ct.
1686 (2019) (No. 17-532 at 1) ("[T]he Crow Tribe of Indians...is a sovereign, federally-recognized Indian tribe with
more than 14,000 enrolled citizens. More than 9,000 of those tribal citizens reside on the Crow Indian Reservation...
located in southern Montana, adjacent to... the State of Wyoming... (to the south). The Tribe is governed by the
Crow Tribal General Council, consisting of all adults of the Tribe, through an elected tripartite government with
executive, legislative, and judicial branches.").

^ Usufruct, Black's Law Dictionary (1 Ith ed. 2019) ("A right for a certain period to use and enjoy the fruits of
another's property without damaging or diminishing it, but allowing for any natural deterioration in the property
over time."); see also R.W. Leage, Roman Private Law 181-82 (C.H. Ziegler ed., 2d ed. 1930) Q^Usufructus is...the
right of using and enjoying property belonging to another provided the substance of the property remained
unimpaired."); see, e.g., Sokaogon Chippewa Cmty. v. Exxon Corp., 805 F. Supp. 680, 701 (E.D. Wis. 1992)
("Usufructuary rights like hunting and fishing imply temporaiy presence and minimal physical occupation of the
land.").

^ See Minnesota v. Mille Lacs Band of Chippewa Indians, 526 U.S. 172, 208 (1999) ("Indian treaty-based
usufructuary rights are not inconsistent with state sovereignty over natural resources."); see also COHEN'S
Handbook § 18.07[5] (citations omitted) ("[T]he Mille Lacs decision determined, the two [(treaty-based
usufructuaiy rights and state sovereignty over resources)] are compatible, because the federal government acted
pursuant to its constitutional powers in entering into the treaty eind because the judicial 'conservation necessity'
standard allowing some state regulation of tribal treaty rights adequately protects states' interest in their natural
resources."); see Herrera v. Wyoming, 139 S. Ct. 1686, 1700 (2019) ("Wyoming cannot rely on Race Horse to
equate occupation with statehood, because that case's reasoning rested on the flawed belief that statehood could not
coexist with a continuing treaty right.").
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that treaty rights can be impliedly extinguished at statehood." Id. Based on Herrera, the

Tribe asked this Court to vacate its prior judgment under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure

60(b). We denied the Tribe's Motion. ECF No. 84. The Tenth Circuit vacated our order

and remanded. Now, this Court is tasked with evaluating "the merits of the Tribe's Rule

60(b) motion in the first instance." ECF No. 98-2 at 27.

BACKGROUND

1. Repsis I & Repsis II

A, In Repsis I, we found that while Race Horse was a "much-criticized decision," it

remained binding precedent and was dispositive in determining whether the

Tribe's treaty-based hunting rights were extinguished upon Wyoming's

statehood.

The Tribe first brought this action asking the Court to determine the scope of the

Tribe's hunting rights under the Second Treaty of Fort Laramie executed on May 7, 1868

("Treaty" or "1868 Treaty"). Id. at 2; see ECF No. 1. The Treaty provides in relevant part:

The Indians herein named agree, when the agency-house and other buildings
shall be constructed on the reservation named, they will make said
reservation their permanent home, and they will make no permanent
settlement elsewhere, but they shall have the right to hunt on the unoccupied
lands of the United States so long as game may be found thereon, and as long
as peace subsists among the whites and Indians on the borders of the hunting
districts.

Treaty Between the United States of American and the Crow Tribe of Indians, Art. IV, 15

Stat. 650, (May 7, 1868) (emphasis added). In essence, the Crow Tribe agreed to give up

its nomadic lifestyle and vast territory for, inter alia, a "permanent home" on the
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reservation and the right to hunt on the unoccupied lands of the United States.^ The ambit

of these treaty hunting rights, however, has led to a great deal of contention and litigation.

Today, and when this action was originally brought, the Crow Tribe asks this Court to

determine what precisely those rights entail.

The underlying incident giving rise to this action occurred in 1989. Thomas L. Ten

Bear ("Mr. Ten Bear")—Crow Tribe member and Plaintiff in this action—^was hunting on

the Tribe's Montana reservation when he crossed over into a section of the Bighorn

National Forest in Wyoming. ECF No. 98-2 at 4-5. Mr. Ten Bear killed an elk and was

subsequently charged with taking an elk without a hunting license on National Forest lands.

Id. at 5. In defense of this charge, Mr. Ten Bear, along with the Tribe (collectively

"Plaintiffs"), sued the Game and Fish in the District of Wyoming seeking a declaratory

judgment. Specifically, they sought a judgment holding all Crow Tribe members retain "an

off-reservation right to hunt on unoccupied and public lands under the 1868 treaty that

could not be impeded by Wyoming's hunting and fishing laws." Id. (citation omitted).

This Court, in what has been dubbed Repsis /, granted Wyoming's motion for

summary judgment relying on the Supreme Court's decision in Ward v. Race Horse, 163

U.S. 504 (1896). See Crow Tribe of Indians v. Repsis, 866 F. Supp. 520, 522-24 (D. Wyo.

1994) [hereinafter Repsis 7]. We found that while Race Horse was a "much-criticized

decision" it remained controlling; and as such, the Tribe's Treaty hunting rights had been

^ All told, the Crow Tribe ceded ownership of more than 30 million acres, and in return the "8-million acre
reservation for the crows" was established. Herrera, 139 S. Ct. at 1692 (citing Montana v. United States, 450 U.S.
544, 547-48(1981)).
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annulled when Wyoming was admitted to the Union.^ Id. at 523; ECF No. 98-2 at 5. Going

forward we will refer to this as the "Statehood Holding."

B, In Repsis II, the Tenth Circuit affirmed the Statehood Holding and offered two

additional rationales.

On appeal, the Tenth Circuit, in Repsis //, chided this Court's reluctance to follow

Race Horse. See Crow Tribe of Indians v. Repsis, 13> F.Sd 982, 987—93 (10th Cir. 1995)

[hereinafter II\. The Tenth declared that Horse is alive and well," and opined

that Justice Edward Douglass White's majority was "compelling, well-reasoned, and

persuasive." Id. at 994. Then the Tenth Circuit went beyond our decision, offering two

additional grounds for its affirmance—^the "Occupation Rationale" and the "Conservation

Necessity Rationale." The Tenth Circuit later offered this succinct summary of those

rationales:

As "an alternative basis for affirmance" we held that, even if the
Tribe had maintained its treaty right past the creation of the State of
Wyoming, "the creation of the Big[hom]^ National Forest resulted in the
'occupation' of the land." Accordingly, the Treaty's provision of hunting
rights on "unoccupied lands" did not apply to the Bighorn National Forest.
We refer to this language in Repsis II as the ''Occupation Rationale!'

Moreover, we recognized as a general matter that "states may regulate off-
reservation treaty rights 'in the interest of conservation, provided the

® Here, we cited to Cohen's Handbook to support the proposition that Race Horse was "an anomaly, probably the
only case where the Court has held an Indian treaty right extinguished based on doubtful and ambiguous expressions
of Congressional intent." Repsis /, 866 F. Supp. at 523 (quoting COHEN'S HANDBOOK Ch. 5 § A4, at 268 n.73
(1982); see also COHEN'S HANDBOOK § 18.07[4], at 1198 ("[/?ace //orje's] holding was called into question as early
as 1905, and expressly repudiated by the Court in the 1999 case of [M//e Zacj].").

' We note that the Supreme Court in Race Horse, this Court in Repsis /, and the Tenth Circuit in Repsis II, all
referred to the "Big Horn National Forest"—^with a space between "Big" and "Horn." However, the name of the
forest was officially changed to the "Bighorn National Forest" (with no space) by executive order in 1908. See Exec.
Order No. 908 (July 2,1908). As such, we will use the official spelling in this order and correct the prior spellings
with brackets.
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regulation meets appropriate standards and does not discriminate against the
Indians.'" In discussing the continued applicability of Race Horse, we noted
in closing that even if the tribal treaty in question "had reserved a continuing
right which had survived Wyoming's admission, we hold there is ample
evidence in the record to support the State's contention that its regulations
were reasonable and necessary for conservation." We refer to this language
in Repsis II as the ''Conservation Necessity Rationale!'

ECF No. 98-2 at 6-7 (emphasis added) (citations omitted) (quoting Repsis II, 73 F.3d at

992-94).

Based on the Occupational Rationale, the Conservation Necessity Rationale, and

the Statehood Holding, the Tenth Circuit affirmed this Court's decision. Id. The Supreme

Court denied certiorari, and in 1996 the judgment became final. Id. (citing Crow Tribe of

Indians v. Repsis, 517 U.S. 1221, 116 S. Ct. 1851 (1996)).

II. Herrerav. Wyoming

The denial of cert seemed to spell a resolution, but as the Tenth Circuit later noted,

"this was not the end of the story." Id. at 2. "Nearly 25 years later the Supreme Court

decided Herrera v. Wyoming,...m response to Wyoming's attempts to prosecute a Tribe

member for hunting in the Bighorn National Forest." Id. at 2-3. In Herrera, just as in the

instant case. Crow Tribe members were hunting elk when they crossed into the Bighorn

National Forest in Wyoming. Herrera, 139 S. Ct. at 1693. Among them was Clayvin

Herrera ("Mr. Herrera"). Mr. Herrera and the other members shot several bull elk and

returned to the reservation with the meat. Id.

Wyoming charged Mr. Herrera for "taking elk off-season or without a state hunting

license and with being an accessory to the same." Id. Mr. Herrera asserted that he was
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entitled to hunt "where and when he did pursuant to the 1868 Treaty." Id. At trial he "was

not permitted to advance a treaty-based defense, and" as a result, "a jury convicted him on

both counts." Id. On appeal, the state appellate court found that the Repsis decisions had

"issue-preclusive effect against Herrera because he is a member of the Crow Tribe, and the

Tribe had litigated the Repsis suit on behalf of itself and its members." Id. at 1694.

"Herrera, in other words, was not allowed to relitigate the validity of the treaty right in his

own case." Id. The state intermediate court affirmed; the Wyoming Supreme Court denied

review; and finally, the Supreme Court granted certiorari. Id.

The Supreme Court reversed and remanded the case—^relying on Minnesota v.

Millie Lacs Band of Chippewa Indians to repudiate Race Horse. See id. at 1696 (citing

526 U.S. 172 (1999)). In effect, the Supreme Court adopted its earlier reasoning in Millie

Lacs and subsequently held that the 1868 Treaty with the Crow Tribe—^the same treaty at

issue in this case—is not extinguished by statehood. See id. at 1695-97. The Court also

held that '""Repsis does not preclude Herrera from arguing that the 1868 Treaty right

survived Wyoming's statehood." Id. at 1697-98.^^ In addition to rejecting the Statehood

Herera, 139 S. Ct. at 1696 ("The Court further explained that '[t]he Race Horse Court's decision to the contrary'—
that Wyoming's statehood did imply repeal of Indian treaty rights—'was informed by' that Court's erroneous
conclusion 'that the Indian treaty rights were inconsistent with state sovereignty over natural resources.'" (quoting
Mille Lacs, 526 U.S. at 207-08)).

" Id. at 1698 ("We conclude that a change in law justifies an exception to [issue] preclusion in this case. There is no
question that the Tenth Circuit in Repsis relied on this Court's binding decision in Race Horse to conclude that the
1868 Treaty right terminated upon Wyoming's statehood. When the Tenth Circuit reached its decision in Repsis, it
had no authority to disregard this Court's holding in Race Horse and no ability to predict the analysis this Court would
adopt in Mille Lacs. Mille Lacs repudiated Race Horse's reasoning. Although we recognize that it may be difficult at
the margins to discern whether a particular legal shift warrants an exception to issue preclusion, this is not a marginal
case. At a minimum, a repudiated decision does not retain preclusive force.") (citations omitted).

8
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Holding, the Herrera Court also held that the creation of the Bighorn National Forest was

not an "occupation" of the land as would have been contemplated by the parties to the

Treaty.'^

The Supreme Court concluded with two ways in which its decision was limited. Id.

at 1703. First, it held that although the Bighorn National Forest is not considered to be

"categorially occupied," Wyoming was entitled to argue that specific areas are "occupied"

within the meaning of the Treaty. Id. Second, the Supreme Court held that the State was

not foreclosed from arguing that "the application of state conservation regulations to Crow

Tribe members exercising the 1868 Treaty right is necessary for conservation." Id.

Surprisingly, on remand the state trial court held that issue preclusion applied to

Repsis IPs Occupation and Conservation Necessity Rationales. ECF No. 98-2 at 9. The

trial court held that "issue preclusion bar[s] Mr. Herrera from 'arguing that he is immune

from prosecution due to his Treaty Hunting right' based on the alternative rationales in

Repsis II. Id. (quoting Aplt.'s App. at 81-83). Mr. Herrera appealed, and the intermediate

appellate court reversed, finding that issue preclusion did not apply to Repsis IPs

Occupation and Conservation Necessity Rationales:

After holding that issue preclusion did not bar Mr. Herrera's arguments, the
Wyoming appellate court remanded so the trial court could determine the
"fact intensive questions" involving "site specific occupation and
conservation necessity" through an evidentiary hearing without relying on
Repsis II. The Wyoming Supreme Court denied review, letting the
intermediate court's issue preclusion holding stand.

Id. at 1702-03. ("Considering the terms of the 1868 Treaty as they would have been understood by the Crow
Tribe, we conclude that the creation of Bighorn National Forest did not remove the forest lands, in their entirety,
from the scope of the treaty.").
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Id. at 12 (quoting Wye. App. Decision, dated Dec. 3, 2021) (citations omitted).

III. Returning to Repsis

After the Wyoming trial court's decision in Herrera—^but before the intermediate

court reversed and the Wyoming Supreme Court denied review—^the Crow Tribe filed this

Motion seeking relief from judgment in Repsis I and Repsis //under Federal Rule of Civil

Procedure 60(b). Id. at 9. We declined Wyoming's request to stay proceedings pending

Herrera's resolution and found the Tribe's motion was timely under Rule 60(c)(1). Then

we addressed the Rule 60(b) motion. Regarding the Occupation and Conservation

Necessity rationales, we held: "this Court cannot vacate the Tenth Circuit's conservation

necessity [and occupation] holding[s because they were] not part of this Court's judgment

and this Court has no authority to vacate a Tenth Circuit decision." ECF No. 84 at 19.

Crow Tribe appealed to the Tenth Circuit. See ECF No. 85. The Tenth Circuit found

that this Court "erred in concluding that it was without authority to rule on the Tribe's Rule

60(b) motion," and continued, "we believe it is prudent to vacate the district court's

decision and remand to allow the district court to evaluate the merits of the Tribe's Rule

60(b) motion in the first instance." ECF No. 98-2 at 27 (citation omitted).

The Tenth Circuit went on to instruct this Court how to proceed upon remand:

"[T]he district court will be able to more thoroughly consider the parties' arguments

concerning the Occupation and Conservation Necessity Rationales, including the recent

issue preclusion holdings in the Herrera state court proceedings and the import of the

Conservation Necessity Rationale in Bighom National Forest." Id. at 28. And in a footnote,

10
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the Tenth Circuit proposed that this Court "may hold an evidentiary hearing to determine

whether Rule 60(b) relief is warranted." Id. n.6. ̂  3.

Now that Herrera is resolved, and the Tenth Circuit has vacated and remanded this

matter, this Court must now conduct an evaluation of the Tribe's motion for Rule 60(b)

relief in the first instance. See id. at 27-28. To that end, a status conference was held on

October 4, 2023 at 9:30 a.m. to determine whether an evidentiary hearing was necessary

and what the scope of that hearing would be. See ECF No. 106. Counsel for parties agreed

that a hearing would not be necessary and did not request to submit additional briefing. Id.

IV. Parties' Arguments

A, The Tribe argues, in light q/'Herrera, it is entitled to relieffrom the judgments of

Repsis I and Repsis XL

The Tribe contends that it is entitled to relief pursuant to Federal Rule of Civil

Procedure 60(b): "To allow this Court's judgment—^which might have been correct

when it was made, but now has been unequivocally repudiated by the Supreme Court—^to

bar the Crow Tribe and its members from legally exercising their off-reservation treaty

hunting rights would be a profound injustice." ECF No. 70 at 8. Because Repsis / was based

entirely on Race Horse, the Tribe argues that its repudiation opens the door for Rule 60

relief./(c/. 11-12.

Similarly, the Tribe argues that the Tenth Circuit's Repsis II holding warrants

vacatur. Id. at 13, 15. Although, the Tenth Circuit affirmed our holding and offered two

additional rationales for affirmance, the Tribe contends that this is no bar to this Court's

11
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power to grant relief. Id. at 15. For support, the Tribe cites to the seminal Standard Oil

case. Id. at 13 ("The Supreme Court has held that a district court whose judgment was

affirmed on appeal may grant Rule 60(b) relief without first seeking leave from the

appellate court." (citing Standard Oil Co. of Cal. v. United States, 429 U.S. 17,17 (1976))).

"[T]he U.S. Supreme Court ha[s] 'held that a district court may entertain a Rule 60(b)

motion without leave of the appellate court even when said judgment has been affirmed by

said appellate court.'" Id. (quoting Ramirez-Zayas v. Puerto Rico, 225 F.R.D. 396 (D.P.R.

2005)).

As to the two additional rationales offered in Repsis II, the Tribe argues that those

alternative bases for affirmance were not part of the judgment, and even if they were, this

Court has the power to vacate those alternative rationales under Rule 60(b). Id. at 16. To

start, the Tribe argues that the Occupation Rationale in Repsis II was reversed by Herrera.

Id. "In Herrera, the Supreme Court, drawing on historical materials and interpreting the

treaty language as the Crow Tribe would have understood it,.. .held that 'unoccupied' lands

were those 'free of residence or settlement by non-Indians.'" Id. (quoting Herrera, 139 S.

Ct. at 1701-02. As such, the creation of the Bighorn National Forest "did not remove the

forest lands, in their entirety, from the scope of the treaty." Herrera, 139 S. Ct. at 1702-03.

Regarding the Conservation Necessity Rationale in Repsis II, the Tribe argues that

the Tenth Circuit's remarks were not included "as an alternative holding, but instead

merely appended it to its primary holding...." ECF No. 70 at 17. Further, the Tribe argues

that even if the Tenth Circuit intended conservation necessity to serve as an alternative

12
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holding, its articulation fails to pass muster under the summary judgment standard. at

17-18. And finally, the Tribe claims that the Tenth Circuit's failure to meaningfully discuss

the three-factor conservation necessity test from Antonine v. Washington^^ further

illustrates that conservation necessity was not intended to serve as part of its judgment. Id.

at 18 ("The Tenth Circuit addressed only the first of these elements. There is no

conservation necessity judgment in Repsis //.").

B, Wyoming argues that the Tribe is not entitled to Rule 60(b) relief on the

Occupation and Conservation Necessity Rationales in the Repsis II affirmance.

To start, Wyoming concedes that Herrera^s holding that the Tribe's treaty rights

survived Wyoming's statehood "applies with equal force to the Crow Tribe" in Repsis.

ECF No. 78 at 10. Accordingly, Wyoming argues that granting relief from the holding in

Repsis I "would have no practical effect on the Crow Tribe or its members and is

unnecessary."^^ Id. However, as far as Repsis IPs Occupation and Conservation Necessity

Rationales go, Wyoming contends that the Tribe is not entitled to relief. Id. at 15.

Wyoming's argument is essentially that "neither the Repsis [II\ occupation holding nor the

Supreme Court's holding in Herrera on occupation were based on Race Horse. Thus, the

" Compare Repsis II, 73 F.Sd at 993 ("[T]here is ample evidence in the record to support the State's contention that
its regulations were reasonable and necessary for conservation"), with Fed. R. Civ. P. 56(a) ("The court shall grant
summaiy judgment if the movant shows that there is no genuine dispute as to any material fact and the movant is
entitled to judgment as a matter of law.").

See infra p. 26.

Wyoming does argue that this Court's Repsis I holding was not "based on" Race Horse as contemplated by Rule
60(b), and as such, Wyoming contends the Tribe is not entitled to relief from that judgment. ECF No. 78 at 13.

13
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Crow Tribe can only prevail under Rule 60(b)(5) if prospective application of the

occupation holding no longer remains equitable." Id.

Wyoming continues arguing that "[t]he only possible harm the Crow Tribe or its

members could face from the Repsis [II] occupation holding is its possible issue-preclusive

effect." Id. While the Supreme Court did not reach this issue in Herrera, Wyoming points

to Justice Alito's dissent, which argued that the Herrera decision "will not prevent the

Wyoming courts on remand in this case or in future cases presenting the same issue from

holding that the Repsis [11] judgment binds all members of the Crow Tribe who hunt within

the Bighorn National Forest. And...such a holding would be correct...." Herrera, 139 S.

Ct. at 1709 (Alito, J., dissenting).

Next, Wyoming argues that the Tribe is not entitled to Rule 60(b) relief from the

Conservation Necessity Rationale in Repsis II. "To prevail under Rule 60(b), the Crow

Tribe must show 'severe hardships of extreme and unexpected nature' from the future

application of the conservation holding. The Repsis [11] conservation holding currently has

no harmful effect on the Crow Tribe or its members." ECF No. 78 at 19 (quoting Ridley v.

Phillips Petroleum Co., 427 F.2d 19, 22 (10th Cir. 1970). Wyoming argues its

"conservation interests only come into play once the Crow Tribe's treaty rights are firmly

established." Id. (citation omitted). Wyoming posits that "[ujntil questions regarding

occupation of the Bighorn National Forest are resolved, the Crow Tribe cannot show a

harmful effect from the Repsis [II] conservation holding, let alone severe hardship." Id. at

20. And Wyoming concludes, even if the state court resolves conservation necessity in

14
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favor of the Tribe, "Rule 60(b) is still not the appropriate vehicle for resolving the

question." Id.

LEGAL STANDARDS

L Rule 60(b): An Extraordinary Remedy for Exceptional Circumstances

Pursuant to Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 60(b)(5), a movant may obtain relief

from a final judgment if (i) "the judgment has been satisfied, released, or discharged;" (ii)

"it is based on an earlier judgment that has been reversed or vacated;" or^^ (iii) "applying

it prospectively is no longer equitable...." Fed. R. Civ. P. 60(b)(5). "Relief imder Rule

60(b) is 'extraordinary and may only be granted in exceptional

circumstances.'" v. City of Albuquerque, 628 F.3d 1237, 1241 (10th Cir.

2010) (quoting Zurich N. Am. v. Matrix Serv., Inc., 426 F.3d 1281,1289 (10th Cir. 2005)).

This rule provides district courts with "a grand reservoir of equitable power to do justice

in a particular case." Compama de Inversiones Mercantiles S.A. v. Grupo Cementos de

Chihuahua S.A.B. de C.V., 58 F.4th 429, 446 (10th Cir. 2023) (citation and internal

quotation marks omitted). The party seeking relief bears the burden of demonstrating it is

warranted. Home v. Flores, 557 U.S. 433, 447 (2009). And if they carry that burden, the

court abuses its discretion if it fails to grant appropriate relief. See Agostini v. Felton, 521

U.S. 203,215 (1997).

See Home v. Flores, 577 U.S. 433,454 (2009) ("Use of the disjunctive 'or' makes it clear that each of the
provision's three grounds for relief is independently sufficient....").

15
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