










This decision by the Minnesota Supreme Court
affects issues of state jurisdiction versus the sovereignty of
the Indian tribes well beyond Jones' alleged failure to report
his whereabouts to the local state authorities. If states are
given permission to encroach on tribal sovereignty beyond
that explicitly granted by the federal government whenever
they determine an "exceptional" circumstance exists, states
will undoubtedly make more and more "exceptional"
mountains by legislatively redesignating mundane molehills.
This unintended consequence must be stopped through the
Court issuing clear instructions on the difference between
civil and criminal jurisdiction in Public Law 280 states while
providing a "bright line" test on "exceptional" circumstances
that permit state action.
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