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CONCLUSION
The judgment of the court of appeals should be

affirmed.
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APPENDIX

Descriptions of the Alaska Native and
Native American Entities joining Amici Curiae
Brief in Support of Respondents

The National Congress of American Indians
(“NCATI”) is the Nation’s oldest and largest national
organization formed to advocate for the protection of
American Indian and Alaska Native interests, includ-
ing the protection of the Alaska Native subsistence
way of life. NCAI was formed in 1944 and has a
membership of over 250 federally recognized tribes
situated in Alaska and over 30 other States.

The Alaska Federation of Natives (“AFN”), the
Rural Alaska Community Action Program, Inc. (“RurAl
CAP”) and the Alaska Inter-Tribal Council (“AI-TC”)
are statewide Alaska Native organizations committed
to educational activities and to advocacy before
regulatory agencies, Congress and the courts to
protect the integrity and continuation of the subsis-
tence way of life in all Alaska Native communities.
AFN was formed in the 1960s to advocate for passage
of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act, 43
U.S.C. §1601 et seq. (“ANCSA”). Today, its member-
ship includes over 200 villages, both federally-
recognized tribes and ANCSA village corporations,
the 13 regional Alaska Native corporations formed
under ANCSA, and the 12 regional nonprofit and
tribal consortiums that contract and run federal and
state social service programs.
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AI-TC, a voluntary association of 180 Alaska
Native tribes, was formed in significant part to ad-
vance and protect the subsistence interests of Alaska
Native tribes and their members. Most of AI-TC’s
member tribes are located on Alaska’s extensive
coastline or along major rivers, reflecting the fact
that over sixty percent of their subsistence diet is
from fish and other aquatic resources.

The Rural Alaska Community Action Program
(“RurAl CAP”) is one of over 1,000 “Community
Action Agencies” in the United States, but the only
one in Alaska. Its goal is to promote maximum par-
ticipation by people in overcoming all forms of pov-
erty. RurAl CAP follows the belief that rural Alaskan
communities have the right to maintain their cultural
heritage and close relationship to the land while
promoting their economic and human potential.
RurAl CAP also provides information to the public
about the vital importance of subsistence hunting,
fishing and gathering to the nutritional, economic,
spiritual and cultural lives of Alaska’s indigenous
peoples.

The Indigenous Peoples Council for Marine
Mammals (“IPCoMM”) is a statewide consortium
of 16 regional and statewide Native marine mammal
organizations representing Alaska Native interests in
marine mammal conservation and co-management of
subsistence uses. IPCoMM was formed in 1992 to
advocate for full and equal participation by Alaska
Natives in decisions affecting the subsistence uses of
marine mammals.
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The North Slope Borough is the Nation’s largest
and northern-most state chartered local government.
It encompasses eight Inupiaq Native villages that
depend upon pristine marine waters to continue their
centuries-old subsistence-based traditions, including
the hunting and sharing of whale and other marine
mammals.

Sealaska Corporation and Koniag, Inc. are two of
the regional corporations formed under ANCSA.
Koniag owns lands throughout the Kodiak Island
archipelago and Sealaska owns lands throughout
southeast Alaska. The lands and adjacent waters
owned by the corporations, like the lands and adja-
cent waters of most other regional corporations
formed under ANCSA, provide critical habitat sus-
taining the subsistence way of life upon which their
villages and member shareholders depend.

The Association of Village Council Presidents
(“AVCP”) is one of 12 regional Native nonprofit corpo-
rations in Alaska. Located in the Yukon-Kukokwim
Delta, in the South Western region of Alaska, AVCP
provides social services to 56 federally recognized
Alaska Native tribes and approximately 6,000 Alaska
Native residents of the region.

The Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission, Aleut
Marine Mammal Commission, Alaska Native Harbor
Seal Commission, the Ice Seal Committee, the Sitka
Marine Mammal Commission and the Alaska Sea
Otter and Steller Sea Lion Commission, are Alaska
Native commissions formed for the express purpose of
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preserving particular species of marine mammals
that form the backbone of the subsistence way of life
for most coastal Alaska Native communities.

The Aleut Community of St. George Island is a
federally recognized tribe situated in the Bering Sea
amidst one of the world’s richest fishing grounds and
home to fur seal, sea lion and other marine mammals
critical to the subsistence way of life.




