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ULE SECRETARY•WATERMASTER: 
RICHARD L. SCHAFER 

MEMBER AGENCIES: 
PIONEER WATER COMPANY 
VANDALIA IRRIGATION DISTRICT . 
PORTERVILLE IRRIGATION DISTRICT 

IVER 
SSOCIATION LOWER TULE RIVER IRRIGATION DISTRICT 

BOWNSTAE~M KAWEAH & TULE RIVERS I.ISOCIATION 

The Honorable Devin Nunes 
1 O 17 · Longworth Building 
Washhigton,.DC 20515 

Dear Congressman Nunes: 

August 1 O, 2006 

On behalf oflhe membership of the Tule River Association, we are wrttlng In support of ai,Jl:horizlng 
legislation that would fund a feasibility study to determine the design and location for a water lmpoundment 
facility on the Tule River Indian Reservation. · 

coo 

As you know, we and the federal government have been Involved In nearly three years of negotiations with 
the Tula-River Tribe to quantify the amount of water the Tribe Is entltled to receive. These negotiations 
were entered Into cooperatlvely and may well be the only tribal water rights negotiations that were not 
undertaken because of litigation. An overall spirit of cooperation has been. the hallmark of our efforts. All 
sides vigorously advocated the interests of thalr members but we have never lost sightof the overall goal to 
provide a stable water supply to tha Tribe and Its neighbors. 

As parties to these negotiations, wa can report' a growing confidence that an agreement will be finalized 
within the next few months. Among other Items, the agreement will determine the amount of water the Tribe 
is entltled to receive on a permanent basis, The avallabllity of that waterwm be provided for by the 
construction of a water containmerrt and del!vel)' system sited within the boundaries· Qf the Tribe's 
reservation. The site design and construction of the water system will be instrumental in effecil:latlng the 
terms of the agreement and Is a critical next step. As the negotiating parties finalize the details of the 
agreement, we encourage you tc introduce authorizing leglslatlon that would provide Federal funding for a 
feasibility study to Identify the appropriate design and location for the tribal water containment and dellveJY 
system. These decisions will allow all parties to plan future water activity In an integrated and cooperative 
fashion. The outcome of the study will be one of the key planning factors that will allow all parties to 
coordinate their future plans in a ~Y that maximizes efficient use of a va_luable resource. 

Stable and secure water supplies are a key to the future growth of Tulare County. Settlement of the Tule 
River Indian Reservation water rights on the Tule River Is a move for:ward for such security, and sets the 
stage for the next phase, being federal legislation. 

We thank you for your continued Interest and support. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 
contact us. 

VeJY truly yours, 

R. L. Schafer 

RLS/mep 

cc: TRTC 
TRA Directors 

P .0, BOX 1388, PORTERVILLE, CA 98258 



SOUTH TULE INDEPENDENT DITCH COMPANY 
P.O. BOX 1270 

PORTERVJLLE, CA 93258 

August 14, 2006 

Honorable Devin Nunes 
Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Nunes: 

I am writing on bebalf'ofSouth Tule Independent Ditch Company in support of Tole River 
Tribe's requesfSeeking your support for authorizing legislation that would fimd a feasibility 
study to determine lhe design and location for a water storage facility on the Tule River Indian 
Resllt'Vation. 

The Tulo River Tn'be, the Tule River Association ll!ld South Tule Independent Ditch Company 
have been involved in noarly three years of water rights negotiations, al®& with 1he Federal 
govermnent, to quantify the amount of water the Tn'be is entitled to receive. The parties have 
entered iuto these negotiations cooperatively and believe that this IDIIY be the only tn'bal water 
rights negotiations to proceed this far without litigation. Though these negotiations are not yet 
fully finalized, the parties have worked diligently and cooperatively to develop a water rights 
plan 1hat will provide a stable water supply for the Tn'be, as well as for its downstream neighbors 
'\VhO have historical water rights to the waters ofthe South Fork of the Tule River. Additionally, 
the Tribe bas committed to honor the provisions of a 1922 agreement between South Tule 
Independent Ditch Company and the Department of the Interior, acting in behalf of the Tribe, 
regarding the relative water rights of these two entities. The parties are in substantial agreement 
that the only mothod to secure a stable water supply is for the Tn'be to impound water during the • 
high flow season. Thus, a significant storage facility will be required to facilitate the proposed 
agreement and supply the rapidly growing demand for water on the Reservation. 

In order to finali7.e and implement any agreement, it is critical to detennine the feasibility of the 
proposed water storage facility, including site design and location. We therefore encourage you 

· to introduce authorizing legislation that would provide Federal funding fur a feasibility study to 
identify the best system design and location for a tn"bal water containment facility and delivery 
system. 

Thank you for your interest and support in this matter. Should you have any questions, please 
telephone me at (559) 784-4648 or (559) 784-3232. 



COUNTYOFTULARE 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

PMM/1.PLES 
DTS1RIC1' FIVE 

The Honorable Devin Nunes 
1013 Longworth House Off.ice Building 
Washington, D.C., 20515 

Dem: Congressman Nwies; 

August 23, 2006 

I have been following the waler rights .negotiations between the Tole River Tribe, the federal 
government, and neighboring·downstream stakeholders.· A

0 
final agreement between the 

negotiating parties is likely within the next few months. • 

TI1e agreement between all .partie:: will suggest the co~on ofa water impow.dment facility 
and water delivery system. These faeilitles will be based withln the boundaries of the Tule River 
Indiall Reservation. A guaranteed and stable supply of water is essential to the interested parties 
and continued growth within the community, · 

To finalize and implement any ai:reement between the negotiating parties, it is critical to 
determine the feasibility of the proposed water storage facility. I encourage you to introduce 
legisl.irtion that would fund a feasibility study to determine the best location and design for a 
water impoundment filcility and delivezy system. 

Thank you for your interest and support in this matter. Should you have any questions, please do 
not hesitate to contact me at (559) 733-6271. 

~er~y, 

u;.~;D:ietFive 
Tulare County Board of Supervisors 

Administra.tkm Baildio!,; .. (S5!1J 733-071 FAX: (559) 733·'8~ 



September 6, 2006 

Honorable Devin N1111eS 
Longworth House Office Building 
WashiDgton, DC 2051S 

Dear Congressman Nunes: 

As elected o:fficials of the City of Porterville, Cali:fuIDia, we would like to take this opportunity to 
thank you fur your 1ireless effi>rts on behalf of our constituents and our local economy. We look 
furwatd to a close and continuous collabomtian with you and your office in order to advance and 
secure a bright :future fur all our citimos. 

As you know, one ofthekeys to a viable and gro~futurefurtbe City is the guaranteeofastable . 
suppl)' of wa(er for our homeowners and local busmesses. The dernands of growth will place a 
premnrm on this invaluable resource. Competing pressures and claims on a finite resource require 
all ofus to work coo~to assure a stable and long-term supply that can Jilirly accommodate 
steady growth, even m times of serious climatic stress. 

Wlth this in mind, we would recommend your strong support for the Delll"ly finaliz,,d effi:>rts of our 
neighbors, the Tole River Tribe of Cali:fumia. AB you know, the Tole River Tobe has been in muJti. 
yw: water rights negotiations with fuderaland local stakeboldexs. These nearly finaJizt'lO 1Je80tiations 
will bring a large measure of certainty of supply fur the Tribe and nP.igblvving sta\'ehokl~. 
Eventually, we bopethat this agreement will add to the lllllOunt of available water that will need.to 
be supplied to the tribe and the 1oca1 area. \ 

We would ask that you introduce legislation that authorizes the funding fur a ieasihility study that 
would deteIID:ine the best location and design fur a water impc11mdment liicllity and water delivery 
system wnhin the reservation. Scale and design of the :facility and delivery systero depends on the 
amountofwaterthatallpartiesagteethetribeisentitledtoreoei.ve, butthatnegotiatedaetennioatiou 
is just arolllld the comer and then, is no good reason to delay moving to the next step as quickly as 
possible. Again, we thank you for your cnnt:irn•ed l'llppOrt. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Sincerely, 

Co ...... l::Jo.-.A.t.-
eameron Hmnilton ~ 
Mayor of the City of Porterville 



RESOLUTION NO. ~s2006 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY-OF PORTERVILLE, 
CALIFORNIA SUPPORTING THE INTRODUCTION OF FEDERAL LEGISLATION 

AUTIIORIZING THE FUNDING OFA WATER CONTAINMENT/DELIVERY 
SYS'I'BM: FEASIBILITY STUDY FOR THE TULE.RIVBR TRIBE OF CALIFORNIA 

. · WHEREAS,' the provision of a stable, secun: water supply to the Tole River .Tribe of · . . . 

. Califo~ Reservation, as well as to its do~ns!f.e~ neighbors on the South Fork of the Tule River, 

is a major component in the future growth of Tulare County, California; and 
. . . . ' ' . 

. WHEREAS, theTule Riv~r Tribe of California, the Tul~ Rii,rer Association and ~ South 

Tule Independent _Ditch Company have been negotiating for almost three years, in conjunction with 
. ·. . . ·• .. 

the Unit.ed States Department of the Interior, to quantify the amount of water the Tole River Tribe 
. . ' . . . . . . 

is entitled to reci;ive through a _water rights plan;_ and 

WHEREAS, it is now prudent to determine the feasibility of a watercontainmentfacility and 

delivery system, including site design and Ic;ication, witbin the boundaries of the Tole River Tribe 

of California Reservation in order to facilitate a final water rights plan; 

• NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of_the City of Porterville that 

the· City : Council hereby recommends· that . legislation be introduced by the Office of US 
.• 

Congressman Devin Nunes authorizing the funding for a feasibility study that would determine the 

best location and design for a water impoundment facility and water delivery system within the Tule 

River Tribe of California Reservation. . , . 

ADOPTED this 5th day of September, 2006. 

ATIEST: 

c~Abmr-~ 
ameron Hamilton, Mayor ·· · 



STArE OF CALIFORNIA ) 
CITY OF PORTERVILLE } 
COUNTY OF TULARE ) 

ss 

. 1, JOHN WNGLEY, tile duly appo~ted City Clerk of the City of Porterville dci hereby 

certify and declare that ihe foregoing is ii fi:11; tru.e and correct copy a resolution passed and adopted 

by the Council of the City of Porterville at a regular meeting of the Portc;rville City Co~cil duly 

called and held on the _sth·day ofSeptember, 2006i · 
. . 

THAT sairesolution was doly passed adopted by the following vote: 

. Council: fylcCRACKEN P.MARTINEZ F.MARTINEZ STADTHERR HAMILTON 

AYES: X X ·._ X X X 

NOES: 

ABSTAIN: . 

' 
ABSENT: 

JOHN~Om 

--~ · by Patrtce Hildreth, Deputy City Clerk 
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County of Tulare 

September 19, 2006 

The Honorable Devin Nunes 
1013 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C., 20515 

Dear Congressman lllunes: 

. The Tulare County Board of Supervisors has been following the water rights · 
negotiations between ilie Tole River Tribe, the federal government, and neighboring 
downstream stakeholders. A final agreement between the negotiating parties is likely 
within the next few months. 

The agreement between all parties will suggest the construction of a water 
impoundinent facility and water delivery system. These facilities will be based within 
fue boundaries of 1he Tule River Indian Reservation.· A guaranteed and stable supply. 
of water is essential to the interested parties and continued growth wi1hin the 
community. 

To :llruilize and implement any agreement between the negotiating parties, it is critical 
to determine 1he feasibility of the proposed water storage fucility. We encourage you 
to introduce legislation that would fund a feasibility study to detennine the best 
location and design for a water impoundment facility and delivery system. 

Thank you for your interest and support in 1his matter. 

Sincerely, 

Allen Ishida, Vice-Chairman 
Tulare County Board of Supervisors 

P✓i,&,c:?41' ,,,,,,......-,~~l Coi, Dilttjc't Three 
Tulare County Board of Supervisors 

,.-i~~ 
~ Maplea, Diffl:ict Five 

Tulare County Board of Supervisors 
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NATIONAL CONGRESS Of AMERICAN INDIANS 

The National Congress of American Indians 
Resolution #ANC-07-019 

UTLE: Support for the Tole River Tribe Feasibility Study BiD for Proposed 
Reservoir and Water Distribution System 

WHEREAS, we, the members of the National Congress of American fudians 
of the United States, invoking the divine blessing of the Creator upon our efforts and 
purposes, in order to preserve for ourselves and our descendants the inherent 
sovereign rights of our Indian nations, rights secured under Indian treaties and 
agreements with the United States, and all other rights and benefits to which we are 
entitled under 1he laWll and Constitution of 1he United States, to enlighten the public 
toward a better understanding of the Indian people, to presm-ve Indian cultural values, 
and otherwise promote the health, safety and welfare of the Indian people, do hereby 
establish and submit the following resolution; and 

WHEREAS, the National Coogress of American Indians (NCAI) was 
established in I 944 and is lhe oldest and largest national ('llplli?Jlffnn of American 
Indian and Alaska Native trlbai governments; and 

WHEREAS, the health, safety, welfare, education, economic and employment 
opportunity, and preservation of cultural and lllltural. l'CSources are primary goals end 
objectives ofNCAI; and 

WHEREAS, lhe Tole River Tribe is in good standing membership with the 
NCAI and has predominantly supported the legislative issues ofNCAI and its support 
services to Native Americans in its entire membership; and 

WJIEREA8, the preservation, protection, and develop1nent of Indian water 
resoun;es is of paramount imporlance to the continued vitality of reservation 
economies, to the preservation of Indian culture, and religious practices, and to ensure 
that the next generations will inherit sn..,.insble homelands; and 

WHEREAS, the President, by a series of three Executive Orders, on January 
9, 1873, October 3, 1873, and August 3, 1878, set aside and defined the boundaries of 
the 'rule River Indian Reservation for the purpose of providing a permanent and 
sustainable homeland for the Tule River Indians; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the doctrine of rederally reserved water rights, the 
Tule River Tnlie bas a right to wet.er sufficient to fulfill the purposes of Reservation 
which includes ensuring a permanent and su"'ainable homeland for the Tnl>e; and 

WHEREAS, Since 1971, the Tribe has diligently worked to eslablisb its ~:•c!!.== Nw federally reserved water rights in order to ensure that 1he Tribe bas sufficient water to 
~::,=.,,, oc 20036 meet its current and future water needs; and 
202.466.>?67 
202.-7797fax 
www.11cal.ot1 



NCAI 2007 Mid-Year Session Resolution ANC-07-019 

WHEREAS, the Tnoe's right to water. can best be resolved by a single, comprehensive 
settlC!llCDt agn:cment entered into by and among the Tribe, other affected water users impacted by 
1he Tribe's use of its water right, and the Secretary of 1he Int.erior, which Agreement will 
subsequently be ratified by the United States Congress; and 

WHEREAS, the parties have reached an Agreement in prineipal and expect to in1rodttce 
settlement legislation in the near future; and · 

WHEREAS, a Bill has been introduced in the U.S. House of Representatives directing 
the Secretmy of the Interior to conduct a study on the feasibility and suitability of eons1ructing a 
storage· reservoir, outlet works, and a delivery system for 1he Tule River Indian Tribe of 
California to. provide a water supply for domestic, municipal, commercial, indusuial, and 
agricultural pw:poses, and for other purposes. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the NCAI does hereby support 1he Tole 
River Tnl>e in 1heir efforts to get their feasibility study bill passed; and 

BE IT FllRTBER RESOLVED, that the NCAI encourages the Department of the 
Interior to fully support the congressional legislation directing the Secrcmry of the Interior to 
conduct a feasibility study for the Tule River Tribe's proposed reservoir, and urges Congress to 
expediously enact legislation ratifying the Tule River Tribe's final water rights settlement 
agreement; and 

) BE IT FORTBER RESOLVED, 1hat 1his R$0lutlon shall be 1he policy ofNCAI until all 

) 

terms of the Tule River Tribe's settlement legislation have been csrried out; and 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that this resolution shall be the policy ofNCAI until it 
is withdrawn or modified by subsequent resolution, 

CERTIFICATION 

The foregoing resolution was adopted by the General Assembly at the 2007 64., Mid-Year 
Session of 1he National Congress of American Indians, held at the Egan Convention Center in 
Anchorage, Alaska on June 10-13, 2007, with a quorum present 

ATTEST: 

Page2ot2 



'IS 

Solllltem Ctllitonu. 

TRIBAL CHAIRMEN'S 
Assoc., Inc. 

RESOLUTION 

Support for the Tule River Tribe Feasibility Study BIii 
for Proposed Reservoir and Water Distribution System 

WHEREAS, we, the members of the Southern California Tribal Chairmen's Association 
and citizens of the United States, with inherent sovereign rights of our 
Indian nations, rights secured under Indian treaties and agreements with the 
United States, and all o1her rights and benefits to which we are entitled 
under the laws and Constitution of the United S1ates, to enlighten the public 
toward a better understanding of the Indian people, to preserve J:iidian 
cultural values, and otherwise promote the heslth, safety and welfare of the 
Indian people, do hereby establish and submitthe following resolution; and 

WHEREAS, The Southern California Tnl>al Chairmen's Association (SCTCA) was 
established in 1972 and is the oldest and largest organization of Southern 
California Tubal governments; and · 

WHEREAS, The health, safety, welfare, education, economic and employment 
opportunity, and preseivation of cultural and natural resources are 
primary goals and objectives ofSCTCA; and 

WHEREAS, the Tule River Tribe is in good standing membership with the SCTCA and 
has predominantly supported the legislative issues of SCTCA and its 
support services to Native Americans in its entire membership; and 

WHEREAS, the preservation, protection, and development ofJmlian water resources is 
of paramount importance to the continued vitality of reservation 
economies, to the preservation of Indian culture, and religious practices, and 
to ensure that the next generations will inherit sustamable homelands; and 

WHEREAS, the President, by a series of three Executive Orders, on January 9, 1873, 
October 3, 1873, and August 3, 1878, set aside and defined the boundaries 

• of the Tule River Indian Reservation for the purpose of providing a 
permanent and sustainable homeland for the Tule River Indians; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the doctrine of federally reserved water rights, the Tule River 
Tribe has a right to water sufficient to fulfill the purposes of Reservation 
which includes ensuring a permanent and sustainable homeland for the 
Tn'be;and 

WHEREAS, Since 1971, the Tribe has diligently worked to establish its federally 
reserved water rights in order to ensure that the Tobe has sufficient water to 
meet its cw:rent and future water needs; and 

Continued ....... 
lfPage-

!'.O. -1470 • Valloy Center• CA fflll 
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RESOLUTION 
Support for the Tule River Tribe Feaslblllty Study BIil 
for Proposed Reservoir and Water Distribution System 

No.2007-08 

WHEREAS, the Tribe's right to water can best be resolved by a single, comprehensive 
settlement agreement entered into by and among the Tnbe, other affected 
water users impacted by the Tribe's use ofits water right, and the Secretary 
of the Interior, which Agreement will subsequently be ratified by the United 
States Congress; and 

WHEREAS, the parties have reached an Agreement in principal and expect to introduce 
· settlement legislation in the near future; and 

WHEREAS, a Bill has been introduced in the U.S. House ofRepresentatives directing 
the Secretary of the Interior to conduct a study on the feam'bility and 
suitability of constrocling a storage teSC1Wir, outlet works, and a delivery 
system fur the Tole River Jmlian Tribe of Califumia to provide a water 
supply for domestic, municipal, commercial, industrial, and agricultural 
pw:poses, and for other pw:poscs. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the SCTCA does hereby support the Tole 
River Tribe in their efforts to get their feasibility study bill passed; and 

BE IT FURTIIBR RESOLVED, that the SCTCA cncoumges the Depanment oflhe 
Interior to fully support the congressional legislation directing the Sec1etaiy of the 
Interior to conduct a feasibility study for1be Tule River Tribe's proposed reservoir, and . 
urges Congress to expediously BDaet legislation ratifying the Tule River Tnoe's final 
water rights settlement agreement; and 

. BE IT FUR.THERRESOLVED, that this resolution shall bethepolicyofSCTCA until 
all tenns of the Tule River Tribe's settle.mtiot legislation have been carried out; and 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that this resolution shall be the policy of SCTCA until it 
is withdrawn or modified by subsequent resolution. 

CERTIFICATON 

At·a general called meeting of the Southem California Tnbal Chainnen's Association's 
Board Members in which a quorum was present and held on August 21, 2007, the 
Resolution No. 2007-08 received a vote of _13_ Support; _o_ Opposed; 
_O_ Absent; and_O_ Abstained. 

AITEST: · 

RobertS th 
ChairmanoftheBoardofSCTCA 
~ 

Recording ,Secretary 

2!Page 
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POST OFFICE Box 4 t 5 NORTH FORK, CALIFORNIA 93643 
PHONE (559) 877- 8660 FAX (559) 877-8661 

Re: Tule River Tribe Water Development Feasibility Study August 2eth, 2008 

To Whom it may concern, 

The Yosemite Sequoia Resource Conservation & Development Council is an 
organization that works to conserve our natural resources and sUpport economic 
stability in the four counties we serve (Mariposa, Madera, Fresno and Tulare), In 
addition to our sponsors listed on this . letterhead, we work with a myriad of partners 
all striving to care for our resources and our rural Sierra Nevada communities. 
While we work to improve the environmental health of our area, reduce the 
potential for catastrophic wildfires, and support sustainable economic growth; a 
primary focus of ours is to ensure that our vital water resources are conserved, and 
that projects to improve water quality and increase availability are implemented to 
benefit our region. 

As you know, water quality and availability are critical issues for the entire state of 
California. For this reason, we support the Tule River Indian Reservations' plan to 
conduct a feasibility study to detennine the suitability of constructing a storage 
reservoir, outlet works, and a delivery system to provide a water supply for 
domestic, municipal, industrial, and agricultural uses. This study will evaluate 
potential alternatives (including the possibility of developing a phase I reservoir to 
hold up to 5,000ac:re feet of water) to provide a domestic, commercial, municipal, 
industrial, and irrigation water supply for the Tule River Tribe of the Tule River 
Reservation. 

It is our understanding that upon completion, the results of the study shall be 
transmitted to the Committee on Natural Resources of the House of 
Representatives and the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources and the 
Committee on Indian Affairs of the Senate, to enable legislators to make sound 
decisions relating to California's important water resources. Educating legislators 
and residents about natural resource and community issues is an ongoing goal of 
our Council, therefore, we hope that you wlll support the Tule River Water 
Development Feasibility Study, so that we can all learn more about our water 
resources and alternatives to meet community needs, 

NORTH Fo•K RA1<cHER1A Sincerely 

~;,.;""s,!;;N~~~~ER B,1-e:J. TULE RIVER RESERVATIOf- , 
PICAYUNE RANCHERIA : ~,. R 
COORDINATOR 
10BYN SMITli 

ADM!N, AsSIST. 
NANCY BUCK 

Bob Pickard, 
President, 
Yosemite/Sequoia Resource Conservation & Development Council 

THE MISSION OF THE YOSEMITE/SEQUOIA RC&O IS TO PROMOTE THE QUALITY AND AESTHETIC VALUES 
OF OUR CULTURAL, ENVIRONMENTAL, AND ~ECREATIONAl. RE:SOURCES BY IMPROVING THE: QUA!..TTY 

0F'UFE THROUGH OIVERSE SUSTAINASLE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

) 


