TITLE 6 - COURTS
CHAPTER 3 - RULES OF COURT

ARTICLE 6 - ADMISSION TO PRACTICE

History: The “Rules Governing Admission to Practice in the Courts of the Tohono O odham
Nation,” Tohono O’odham Rules of Court Section 9, were adopted on November 3, 2004;
amended on June 3, 2005 by Administrative Order No. 03-05.

NOTE: Pursuant to Article VIII, Section 10(d) of the Constitution of the Tohono O’odham
Nation and § 1-106 of Ordinance No. 01-89, the Judicial Court is vested with the power to
promulgate rules regulating pleading, practice and procedure in all Judicial Court
proceedings. The Judicial Court rules are therefore subject to enactment, amendment, or
repeal at any time by administrative order issued by the chief judge. Practitioners are
accordingly cautioned to contact the Judicial Court for copies of current court rules.
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TOHONO O‘ODHAM NATION RULES OF COURT, SECTION 9

RULES GOVERNING ADMISSION TO PRACTICE
IN THE TOHONO O'ODHAM COURTS?

PURPOSE

The judicial branch of the Tohono O'Odham Nation has a legitimate interest in the
quality of justice within this Nation’s system of government and in protecting
prospective clients of the Nation’s judicial system. Pursuant to Article VIII, Section 10(d)
of the Constitution of the Tohono O'Odham Nation, Title II of the Law and Order Code
of the Tohono O'Odham Nation, Courts and Procedures, § 1-106, and the court’s
inherent power to regulate practice before it, the Tohono O'Odham Judiciary is
empowered to establish written rules regarding court procedures and practicing before
the courts of the Nation. Accordingly, these Rules Governing Admission to Practice

impose requirements on anyone seeking to represent clients in any case heard in the
courts of the Tohono O'Odham Nation.

RULE I. GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

An applicant who meets the qualifications described below shall be admitted and
certified to practice in the courts of the Tohono O'Odham Nation:

1)  Atleast twenty-one (21) years of age;

2)  Demonstrates their competency to represent clients as described in Rule
iL;

3)  Demonstrates their good character and fitness to represent clients as
described in Rule I1I;

4)  Submits the Tohono O'0Odham enroliment number, if the applicant is a
member of the Tohono O’Odham Nation; and

5) . Takes the oath prescribed in Rule VI. ~
The burden of proof is on the applicant to establish that he or she meets the
requirements for admission, Refusal to furnish available information or answer
questions relating to the qualifications is sufficient reason to deny the application for
admission to practice.

! The first edition of the *Rules Governing Admission to Practice in the Tohono O'Odham Courts” were adopted by the
court by Administrative Order 01-05 on January 4, 2005, and made effective February 14, 2005, These rules were
amended by Administrative Order 03-05, effective May 25, 2005,

(1st ed. 2006)

266



RULE II. COMPETENCY REQUIREMENTS

An applicant shall demonstrate his or her competence by:

A

Attorney Applicants: providing CURRENT proof of admission (such as a copy of a
bar card or a letter or certificate of good standing from the jurisdiction of

licensure) to practice law before the highest court of any state or in any federal
or U.S. territorial court.

Non-Attorney Applicants:
1. Non-Tohono O'Odham Tribal Members: providing one of the following:

a. Proof of satisfactorily completing a course of study for lay
advocates sponsored or certified by the Arizona Tribal Judges
Association, the National American Indian Court Judges Association,
or the National Institute for Trial Advocacy; or

b. Proof of satisfactorily completing a degree program in tribal justice
systems or lay advocacy which has at least forty-two semester
credits of course work, including substantive and procedural law as
well as skills development; or

o Proof of admission to practice lay advocacy before a tribal court of
a federally recognized tribe, which extends a similar admission to
practice to Tohono O'Odham advocates.

2. Tohono OOdham Tribal Members: No formal law training is required;
however, some knowledge of court procedures is recommended.

Law Student Applicants:

Law students may appear as advocates. To be admitted to practice, a law

student must meet the following requirements:

1) Currently attending an American Bar Association (ABA) accredited law
school and be in good standing;

2)  Have completed at least one academic year of credits; and

3)  Be supervised by a licensed attorney in good standing in his or her state
or territory of licensure,
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4) Upon graduation, the law student certified to practice in the Tohono
O’Odham courts shall inform the court of the change in status and seek to

qualify as an attorney or other category of practicing counsel under these
rules.

Certification by a dean, registrar, or a professor of the student’s ABA-approved
law school that a student meets the above requirements must be provided in
writing to the court.

ontinuing Legal Education:

The court reserves the right to require any additional education and/or training
in the law that would improve the quality of representation for the O'Odham.

RULE III. CHARACTER REQUIREMENTS

A

B.

D.

An applicant shall demonstrate good character and fitness to represent clients in
the Tohono O'Odham Nation by:

(1)  Submitting supporting affidavits from two people familiar with the
applicant’s integrity, honesty, moral character, judgment, courtesy and
self-reliance;

(2)  Providing background information and permission to contact other
references as requested by the court; and

(3)  Submitting to a fingerprint check and background check if requested by
the court.,

Any applicant who knowingly makes a false statement or fails to
disclose a fact necessary to correct a mistaken understanding by the
court in connection with his or her application may not be admitted to
practice. After being admitted to practice, if a false statement or failure
to disclose a necessary fact is discovered, the individual may be
suspended.

An applicant who is not in good standing or who has been suspended from
practice in another jurisdiction and has not been reinstated to such jurisdiction
will be refused admission.

Criminal convictions:
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