TITLE 6 — COURTS
CHAPTER 3 - RULES OF COURT

ARTICLE 5 - CODE OF ETHICS FOR ATTORNEYS AND ADVOCATES

History: “The Code of Ethics for Attorneys and Advocates Practicing in the Courts of the
Tohono O’odham Nation,” Tohono O’odham Rules of Court Section 7, were adopted on
November 3, 2004.

NOTE: Pursuant to Article VIII, Section 10(d) of the Constitution of the Tohono O’odham
Nation and § 1-106 of Ordinance No. 01-89, the Judicial Court is vested with the power to
promulgate rules regulating pleading, practice and procedure in all Judicial Court
proceedings. The Judicial Court rules are therefore subject to enactment, amendment, or
repeal at any time by administrative order issued by the chief judge. Practitioners are
accordingly cautioned to contact the Judicial Court for copies of current court rules.
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TOHONO O'ODHAM NATION RULES OF COURT, SECTION 7

CODE OF ETHICS FOR ATTORNEYS* AND ADVOCATES
PRACTICING IN THE COURTS OF THE TOHONO O'ODHAM NATION

RULE1: COMPETENCE

An attorney shall provide competent representation to a client. Competent legal
representation requires the legal knowledge, skill, thoroughness, and preparation
reasonably necessary for the representation.

RULE 2: SCOPE OF REPRESENTATION

An attorney shall abide by a client's wishes concerning the goals of legal representation
and shall consult with the client concerning the means of pursuing those goals.
Attorneys should not pursue legal goals without their client's approval, nor should they
assist a client in criminal or fraudulent activity.

RULE 3: DILIGENCE

An attorney shall act with reasonable diligence and promptness in representing a client.
Unless the client agrees to modify the scope of representation, the attorney shall
complete all matters undertaken on the client's behalf.

RULE 4: COMMUNICATION

An attorney shall keep a client well informed and shall respond promptly to requests for
information. An attorney must fulfill reasonable client requests for information in order
to help the client make decisions about his or her case.

RULE 5: FEES

A. Reasonableness of Fee. An attorney's fees shall be reasonable. The
determination of reasonable fees should include the following considerations:

(1) the experience and ability of the attorney providing the legal services;
(2)  the time and skill involved in performing the service; and

(3) the fee customarily charged in the Tohono O'Odham Nation and
surrounding communities for similar services.

' In these Rules, the term "attorney" includes lay advocates licensed to practice before the courts of the
Tohono O'Odham Nation.
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