
TITLE 6- COURTS

CHAPTER 2- PAPAGO TRIBAL COURT S

Legislative History: Law and Order Code Chapter 1, "Papago Tribal Courts, "was enacted and
adopted by the Papago Council on April 7, 1945 and approved by the Sells Indian Agency

Superintendent on April 16 , 1945; amended by Ordinance No. 05-83, which was adopted by the
Papago Council on September 16, 1983 and approved by the Papago Agency Superintendent on
September 26, 1983 .

The provisions of Chapter 1, Section 1, as amended by Ordinance No. 06-82, were
repealed by Ordinance No. 02-05, which was adopted by the Papago Council on April 11, 1985
and approved by the Papa go Agency Acting Superintendent on April 23, 2005.
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LAW AND ORDER CODE
of the

PAPAGO TRIBE OF THE GILA BEND, SAN XAVIER
an d

SELLS PAPAGO RESERVATIO N

APPLICATION OF ORDINANCES

The following ordinances relative to Papago Tribal Courts
shall apply to the Gila Bend, San Xavier and Papago Indian'
Reservation .

It is the purpose of these ordinances to provide adequate
machinery of law enforcement for the Papago Indians under the
jurisdiction of Sells Indian Agency .

CHAPTER 1

Papago Tribal Court s

Section 1 . Jurisdiction

The Papago Tribal Courts shall have jurisdiction over all
offenses enumerated in Chapter 5, when committed by a member
of the tribe or any other person consenting to jurisdiction
within the reservations for which the Court is established .

With respect to any of the offenses enumerated in
Chapter 5, over which Federal or State Courts may have lawful
jurisdiction, the jurisdiction of the Papago Tribal Court
shall be concurrent and not exclusive . It shall be the duty
of the said Papago Tribal Court to order delivery to the proper
authorities of the State or Federal Government or any other
tribe or reservation, for prosecution, any offender, there to
be dealt with according to law, or ordinances authorized by
i3w, 'here such authorities consent to exercise jurisdiction
lawfully vested in them over the said offcnder .

For the, ppurpose of the enforcement of these ordinances an
Indian shall be ~'eetued to be- Any person or Indian descent who
is a member of any recognized Indian Tribe now under Federa l
;u isdiction . The Gila Bend, Papago and San Xavier reservation
bo .:ndaries, shall be taken include all territory within reser-
vation boundaries, including fee patented lands, water, bridges,
roads and lands used for agency purposes .

All Indians employed in the Indian Service shall be subject
to the jurisdiction of the Papago Tribal Court, but 'any such
e :ployee appointed by the Secretary of the Interior shall have
the right to appeal to the Secretary of the Interior from any
sentence of the Court, and no such sentence appealed shall be-
c^7-e effective until it shall have been aonrovc r1 nv t-hp Spr!retarv .
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Section 2 . Appointment of Judge s

The Papago Tribal Courts established for the three reser-
vations under the jurisdiction of the Sells Indian Agency, shall
consist of two regular judges, one each for Sells and San Xavier
whose duties shall be regular and permanent, and two associate
judges each for Sells and San Xavier, who may be called to
service when occasion require . Their salary may be fixed and
paid by the Government or by the Papago Council .

Each judge shall be appointed by the Commissioner of the
Indian Affairs, subject to confirmation by a majority vote of
the Papago Council .

Each judge shall hold office for a period of two years,
unless sooner removed for cause or by reason of the abolition
of the said office, but shall be eligible for reappointment .

A person shall be eligible to serve as judge of the Papago
Tribal Court only if he (1) -is a member of the Papago Tribe
.under the jurisdiction of the said court ; and (2) has never been
convicted of a felony, or, within one year then last past, o f

a misdemeanor .

No judge shall be qualified to act as such in any case
wherein he has any direct interest or wherin a relative by
marriage or blood, in the first or second degree, is a party .

Section 3 . Removal of Judge s

Any judge of the Papago Tribal Courts may be suspended,
dismissed or removed by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
for cause, upon the recommendation of the Papago Council .

Section 4 . Court Procedure

Sessions of the Papago Tribal Courts for the trial of
cases shall be held by one of the regular judges, or in case
of his disability, by one of the associate judges selected
for the occasion by all the judges .

Tha time and place of court sessions, and all other de-
tails of judicial procedure not prescribed by these ordinances
shall be laid down in Rules of Court approved by the Tribal
Council .

It shall be the duty of the judges of the Pap-ago Tribal
Court to rake re ccmj nenda tions to the Tribal Council for the

enactment or amendment of such Rules of Court in the interests

of improved judicial procedure .
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