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SouTH DAKOTA ADOPTION AXD FOSTER CARF. STATISTICS
! v . ' .
Basic Facts

olds in South Dakota.!

1. There are 270,136 under e e old American Indians in South

2. There are 18,322 under twenty-one year

2 ) s . X
Dﬁ{(ﬁére are 260,814 non-Indians under twenty-one in South Dakota.
' ' 1. ADOPTION )
: ording to the South Dakota Department of
uung‘[elk::xﬂ’ﬂ?ggnge o% 63 udontli\mEsyper year otil tAuxﬁﬁf:tcig;:
ian - : m 1970-1975° Using South Dakota’s own age-at- :
xlil;(tllxxil; r(:)%i'l;::ll tgr(’ghe National Center ‘for Social Statxfmcs _Of the US D'epmtf-
ment of Health, Education, and ‘Welfare,' 81 percent (01: 51) ‘me under one') Gl'll' oq
age when placed. Another 6 percent (or four) are one year to lfss than t}\ f) .)‘ealrc-_i
old when placed; 7 percent (or four) ave two years to less U'um sx.‘f 5&;.11_5 0 i
when placed; 4 percent (or three) are pet\\'osn six and:twelve years o d.' f!l:t
2 percent (or one) are tivelve years and’ over. Using the fm;mnln then that ..-.)1
Tudinn ehildgren. per.year are placed in adoption for at leen_st 17 y.ears,-four Indian
}-hildren are placed in adoption for 16.5 years, fonr.In(Imn. children are 1)lncgd
in adoption for an average of 14 years, three Indian children are placed in
adoption for an average of nine years, and one Indian child is placed in adoption
for an average of three years; there are 1,019 Indians under t'\\'epty-one year
olds in adoption at any one time in the ﬁjtute of South Dsaokta. This represents
one out of every 13 Indian children in the State. i
Using the same formula for non-Indians (there were an average of 561 adep-
tions per year of non-Indien children from 1970-1973) ° there are 9,073 non-
Indian children in adoptive homes in South Dakota, or one out of every 28.7

non-Indian children.

Conclugion o
There are therefore by proportion 1.6 times (160 percent) as many Indian

children as non-Indian children in adoption in South Dakota.

In the State of So
Social Services, there

II, FOSTER CARE

According to statistics from the South Dakota Department of Social Services,
there were 521 Indian children in State-administered foster care In OCgoper
10747 In addition, there were 311 South Dakota Indian children receiving

1797,6 he Census, Cengus of Population: 1970, Volume I, Characterlstics of
thet{*;ﬁ;u.[lgr;ltrlfnll‘.\l,1 f’ltll‘tt 43, “South Dakota' (Washington, D,C.: U.8, Government Printing
:71073), D 4347,
0‘9‘{;'3.5_1?;’33._“’.’ oratho Censang, Census of Population : 107G ; Subject Reportr, Final Report
rPe(2)~1F, "“American Indians”’ (Warhington, D.C.: U.8. Government Printing Office:
1973). Table 2, "Age of the Indian Population by Sex and Urban and Rural Besidenc2:
" p. 14,
m-’?oelep hone interviews with Dr, James Marquart. Office on Children and Youth, South
Dakota Department of Social Serviceg, July 19-20, 1976, ]
¢ National Center'for Social 'Statisties, 11.8. Departinent of Henlth., Education, and Wel-
fure, “Adoptions in:1974,". DFELIW. Publication  No.. (RRS) Tf-03208, NCES Reporty K10
(1074), 'April 1976, Table 10, "/Children udn{)tod, by unrelated ‘petltioners by 'age at'time
of placement,’ by State, 1074,"'p." 187 (AbRolute ‘numbers donvertéd Into pércentages 'for
purposes of this report.)
5&'110 medlan age at time of placement of children adopted by unrelated petitioners in
1974 in Sonith Dakota wag 2.5 mounths, Ibid., p. 15.
] 'I‘;‘l‘;phone interview wlth Dr. Jawmes Marguart, op. ¢it.
7 I'bid.
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foster care from the U.S, Bureau of Indian Affairs in October 1974.° The com-
bined total of 832 Indian children in foster care represents one out of every 22
Indian children in the State, By comparison there were 530 non-Indian children
in State-administered foster care in October 1874,° representing one out of every
492.1 non-Indian children,

Conclusion
There are thérefore by proportion 22.4 times (2,240 percent) as many Indian
<children as non-Indian children in foster care %n South Dakota.

.+ JII, COMBINED ADOPTIVE CARE AND FOSTER CARE
: - A k e ;

" “Using the abobe fgures, a ' total: of 1,801 tindeér twenty-one year oild -Indian
‘children are either in foster homes or adoptive homes in the State of-South
Dakota. Thig represents oneé but of every 0.9 Indian children, Similarly -for non-
Indians in the State 9,603 under twenty-one year dlds are either in foster care
or adoptive care, representing one out'of ‘every 27.2 non-Indian chlidren.

Conelusion: - b "0 e b 0l T T
", By per cdpita fate Indian children'are removed from thelr'homes and placed
in adoptive care or foster care'2.7 times (270 perdent) more oftén’ than'noo-
Indian children in the State of South Dakotar' 4 7t ™ " ot iy
v, R e T A ST R N FYY R TR T T B T
¢ Telephione tnterviews ‘with Mr. Roger Lontevik and M. Beberiy Haug iDiviston of
Soelal Services. U.S. Burean of Indian Afairs Abérdeen Ares Office, July 2021, 1976,
The BIA had 858 South Dakota Indian children in foster care In October 1074..47 Indian
:5«23‘“87’13‘%"1"" in, foster care. administered by the, State, ,but pald for by the BIA.
"ﬂ‘eleEhoné interviews with Dr. Jameés Marquart, op; ¢its .. A U R A ,i.
f I L T N L R L A LR U T [INE N ter wany AR
i - ST L C o

o v U et
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‘i - . {UTAH, INDIAN. ADOPTION AND FOSTER CARE STATISTICS

. Pl Basic Facts |, ' "
Indisns {n Utah?
in Utab. .. ... ..

1. There are 488,924 under twenty-one year olds in Utah.* -
2, There are 6,600 under twenty-one year old American
3, There are 482,234 non-Indians under twenty-one years old

DRI e Vo
[ i

, 9 . 1. ADOPTION

In the State of Utah, according to the Utah Department of S_dcial Servlceg,
there were 20 Indian children placed for adoption in 1975.} Usmg the S{atgs
own age-at-adoption figures reported to the National Center for Social Stnt_xshcs
of the U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare," we ¢tan estimate
that 86 percent (or 17) are under one year of age when pla_ced. One child is
Letween one and two years old; one child is between two and six years old; and
one child is between six and twelve years old.” Using the formula then that:
17 Indian children are placed in adoption for at least 17 years, and three Indian

children are placed in adoption for a minlmum average of 13 years, there are:

328 Indinns under twenty-one years old in adoption in Utah. This represents one
out of every 20.4 Indian children in the State.

Using the same formula for non-Indians (there were 428 non-Indian children
placed for adoption in Utah in 1975),° there are 7,040 under twenty-one year
old non-Indians in adoption in Utah. This represents one out of every 68.5 non-
Indian children in the State, . c R R

Conclusion
There are therefore by proportion 3.4 times (340 percent) as many Indian
children &s non-Indian children in adoptive homes in Utah,

' 11, FOSTER CARE

In the State of Utah, according to the Utah Department of Social Services,
there were 249 Indian children in foster care in May 1976." This represents one
out of every 26.9 Indian children in the State. By comparison, there were 1,197
non-Indian children in foster care in May 1976,® representing one out of every
402,9 non-Indian children in the State, o .

17.8. Bureau of the Census, Census of Population: 1870, Volume I, Chiaracteristics of

tllg’gm)')’opulzél_o;d Part 48, “Utah” (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office:
3), P, .

377.8, Bureau of the Census, Census of Population® 1070 + Subject Reports, Final Report
PC(2)-1F, “American. Indians” (Washington, D.C.: U.S8, Government Printing Office:
ig;g)’. Ta{)ée 2, “Age of the Indian Iopulation by Sex and Urban and Rural Residence:

S p. 15, . .

& Telephone Interview with Mr. Dick Wheelock, Research Analyst, Utak Department of
Soeinl Bervices, July 14, 1070, .

4 Natlonal Center for Social Statlstics, U.S. Department of Health, FEdueation and Wel-
fare. ““Adoptions in 1074, DHREW Publication No. (SBS) 76-03259, NCSS Report E-10
(1974), April 1976. Table 10, "“Children ndo{)tod by unrelated petitioners by age at time
of placement, by State, 1974," p. 16. (Absolute numbers converted into percentnges for
purposes of this report.) The ages and percentages are: under one vear, 86 percent:; be-
tween one and two. 3 percent: between two and six, 5 percent: between six and
twelve. B percent; twelve and older, 1 percent. Multiplying the total number of adoptions
in 19756 by these percentages and rounding off to the nearest whole number ylelds the

figures that follow in the body of this report. .
8 The median nge for children placed in adoption in Utah 13 less than one month. Ibid.,

. 15. .
¢ Telephone interview with Mr. Dick WWheelock, Resenrch Analyst, Utah Department

of fncin]l Services, Julv 14, 1078, .
T Letter_from Mg, Mary Lines, MSW, Program Specinlist, Utah Department of Soclial

Services, July 2, 1976, .
® Ihtd. Confirmed by telenhone Interview with Mr. Dick Wheelock, Utah Department of

Social Services, July 14, 1976.
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Conclusion
There are therefore by proportion 15 times (1,500 percent) as many Indian
children as non-Indian children in foster care in Utah, 88% of the Indian chil-

dren in foster care are in non-Indian homes.!
III. COMBINED FOSTER CARE AND ADOPTIVE CARE

Using the above figures, a total of 577 under twenty-one year old Indian chil-
dren are either in foster homes or adoptive homes in the State of Utah. This
represents one in every 11.6 Indian children. Similarly for non-Indians in the
State 8,237 under twenty-one vear olds are either in foster eare or adoptive
care, representing one in every.58.6 non-Indian children.” .., . .., . ., ., .

g L \ P L gt [
B : H A ol LN ‘s

Oonclusion . v .
By rate Indian children are removed from their homes and placed in adoptive
care or foster care 5 times (500 percent) more often than non-Indlan children

11‘1-‘theStateot_Ufah.:-x R T ! )

E T N T L A T

Savioioo o JAPPENDIX; ¢ , N I T e

+ .+ County-by-County Analysis of. Utah Foster Care Statistics =, ..
e GV e . TR TR

Panooat A I I S R T
At L. ° . I.BOX JLDER, CACHE;AND BI6H -qounrmes ' " N0

. . . \
" In Box'Elldérl,"Céche: ‘and Rich countiey, aceording to statistics from the Utah
Department of Social Services, there ywere 14 Indian childrep in State-adminis-
téred foster 'care jn May 1076.* There are 437 Indian- eblldren undér twenty-one-
years-old in thése three counties.' Thus ong, in every 31.2 Indian childreén is in
foste_l' care.:'._,___‘_: . . s 'l'H,.“.‘,‘.:.:l. ‘ .I o I,:l‘“”.‘;:Tlllll‘lnj.,l-",'”v."‘- : f
Conclusion P Y L R b Tl .(!lf ot .Hl?)‘-‘ |' ‘-l
In Box Elder,"Cdc¢he and ‘Rich’ counties Indian: children are in State:admin.
istered foster care at.a per capita rate 12.9 times (1/200"peresnt)ogreater than
the State-wide rate for non-Indians in Utah. Wt e

'
Lrp ety e o

. Sl gy I""'“"’I‘If_ll?Av'I's',‘..ifom‘A:Iﬁ A ND WEBER (';(‘)_U?:;',rm‘s '[ )
I N R TR .t ST A L T PR S T L S T T N
In Davis, Morgan and Weber counties, according to statistics from the Utath
Department of Social Services, there Wwere nine Indian children in State-admin-
Istered foster care in May 1976." There.are 573 Indian children under twenty-
one years old in thege. three, counties.’ This oné’in,evety' 63.7 ,‘Iiidlt(n thildren
i'SianSt.el'.careo, ‘,,,,.'.. bt .”‘ ;' (:Az C ot lr"‘ _:;n\;:.
: . o L el Vil RN v o IR TP Y
Conelusion » - ha oo L e : Y T S I
In Davis, Morgan and Weber counties Indian ¢hildren are in :State-adminise
tered foster care at a per capita rate 6.3 times (630 percent) greater than the
Stafe-wide ratefor non-Indians in Utah. - - = S R L A

e - III. BALT LAKE AND TOOELE COUNTIES . - - . .. @ ' ;'

In Salt Lal_{e and Tf)oele counties, according to stat'iﬂtics 'i'rom the Utah'bepnlrtl
ment of Soc_lal Sel_'vmes,,there were. 13 Indian children in State-administered
foster care in May 1976.° There are 1,205 Indian children under . twenty-one
. - et AN . ‘ot . C (IS FPN

; Lret{:r ﬁ;_om Ml.:i_ l\Ii,l\}:,V Lines, MSW, on. cit. . - ' .
" Letter from Ms. Mary Lines, MSW, Program Speciallst, Utnh Department of Soclal
Services. July 2, 1976. These countie ' 1 o1
So’cl(:'\r; 4Services. , ‘ 8 comprise District I of the Utah Department. of
. ?63.4 percent of the Utah Indlan population 1s under twenty-one vears oid. .S, Dur
of the Census, Census of Population: 1070 ; Subject Report PC(2)-1F, “A%;rlg}ljnslnrfl‘l‘:l\:%n
(Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Offce: 1973). Table 2, "Ace of the Indinn
Population by Sex and Urban and Rural Residence: 1070 p. 15.1 The total Indian
%onulntmn of Box Eider. Cache and Rich counties is ¢90. {U.S. Burean of .the Censaus,
ensns of Populatior_ll: 1970 Supplementary Report PC(81)-104, “Rnce of the Popula:
1'8188 ltlenggunst&: ig;(ﬂ)]s (;‘;gsh’ilphzton, D'CF U.S]. sovernment Printing Office : 1875), p. 47.]
S 63 37. e same formula 18 used to de f
tw:urﬂ;.;\;ﬁnefyear %11(] p]c\) ulat][:;n in tg}%other Utah countles. termine  the ;nd_lnn under
otter from Ma, Marv Lines, W, op. cit. Tt TIT-A
the Ttah Deprtment of Sncllnl Serviées.' p. cit. These countles comprise District ‘II A of
;Tlsm,e ntf the ]]’\‘ropulz}:[\ﬂon]_h{v Couﬁfgv: 1070, op. eit., p. 47, '
#tter from Mg, Marv Tines, MSW, op. eft. These countl -
the Utah Department of Social Services, ? o c?\mprlse District T1-B of
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vears old in these two counties.®* Thus one in every 92.7 Indian chlld}'en is in
foster care; ) . o o T

Conclusion .~ o . : , ' ) -

In Salt Lake and Tooele counties Indian children are in:State-administered
foster care at a per capita rate 4.3 times (430 percent) greater than the State-
wide rate for non-Indians in Utah. o N .

i

IV, SUMMIT, UTAH AND WASATCH com@n’zs-".l'“' .

" fn Summit, Utakh and Wasatch counties, according tp vstatistics from the
‘Utah Départment  of Social ‘Services, there were 15 Indian chl_ldren in State-
administered foster care in May 1976." There are 397 Indian~children ung]er
twentr-one years old in these three counties.® Thus one in every 26.5.Indian
<hildren is in foster cqre. ., , .;: : )i et PR
~Conclusion '~ o o B e

In Summit, Utah and Wasatch counties Indian childrenare in"State-ndmin-
istered foster care at a per capita rate 15.2 times (1,520 percent) greater than
the State-wide rate for non-Indians in Utah. .

P 4

v

T A i 1

C v.‘.’.'ri':'r@;},- ‘("MIL‘LA“RD‘,‘ P1UTE, éAﬁPETE,'_ 'SEVIER, "AND #Affhé.,’bq‘u‘ivﬁisé e

In Juab, Millard, Piute,'Sanpete, Sevier ‘and Wayne!céunties, aécording to
-gtatistics’ from the- Utah' Department of Social Servicés, théreé wei'g gl Ind%an
children in State-administered foster care in May 1976.° There are 102_3 Indian
children under twenty-one’years old in these six countiesi‘“-.-Thus_- Jnerin every
7.5 Indian children is’'in:foster care;:. - ' . - Lo ”'_f”. ’,"_'".‘ L ' Yot
Conclusion e e

In Juab, Millard, Piute, Sanpete, Sevier and Wayne counties Indian c_llildren
are in State-administered foster care at a per -capita. rate 63.7 .txmes;(S,SAQ per-

cent) greater than the State-wide rate for non-Indians in;Utah.” -
VI. BEAVER, GARFIELD, IRON, KANE IAND WASHINGTON COUNTIES . |

In Beaver, Garfield, Iron, Kane, and Washington counties, according t.o stati.s-

tics from the Utah Department of Social Services, there were 19 Indian c]nl-

dren in State-administered foster care in May 1976, There are 276 Indian

children under twenty-one years old in these five counties,” Thus one in every

14.5 Indian children is in foster care.

Conclusion

In Beaver, Gnrﬁeld,\ Iron, Kane, and Washington counties Indian children
are in State-administered foster care at a per capita rate 27.8 times (2,780
percent) greater than the State-wide rate for non-Indian in Utah,

VII. DAGGETT, DUCHESNE AND UINTAY COUNTIES

In Daggett, Duchesne and Uintah counties, according to statistics from the
Utah Department of Social Services, there were 73 Indian children in State-
administered foster care. in May 1976.* There are 1,059 Indian children under
twenty-one years old in these three counties.™ Thus one in every 14.5 Indian
children is in foster care,

3 "“Race of the Population by County : 1970,” op, cit,, p. 47.

7 Tettor_from Ms, Mary Lines, MSY, op. cit. These countles comprise District III of
the Utah Department of Socinl Services.

8 “Race of the Population by County: 1970." op. cit., p. 47.

?Letter from Ma. Mary Lines, MSW, op. cit. These countles comprise District IV of
the Utah Department of Social Services.

1 “Rnce of the Dopulntion by County : 1970,” op. ¢it., p. 47

U Letter from Ms. Mary TLines. MSW, op. cit. These countles comprise District V of .

the Utah Department of Social Services.

12 "Race of the Populntion by County : 1970,” op. cit., p. 47.

W Letter from Ms. Mary Iines, MSW, op. cit. These counties comprise District VI of the
Utnh Department of Socinl Services.

1 “'Race of the Population by County: 1970,” op. cit., p. 47.

597

rszciusimf et e ey g a0 ., AL A [T I FLIN

In Daggett, Duchesne and Uintah counties Indian children are In' State-ad-
ministered foster care at a per capita rate 27.8 times (2,780 percent) greater
than the State-wlde rate for mon-Indian.children. ., ., ., .- . . .

AN B N T . s .- A v
VIII, CARBON, EMERY AND GEAND COUNTIES, ' l

In Carbon, Bmery. and Grand counties, according to statistics from the Utah
Dep'artment of Social Services, there were four Indian children in State-ads
wministered foster care in May 1976, There are. 37, Indian children under twenty-
one years old iin these three .counties,® Thus .one in every. 9.3 Indian.chlldren
18 in foster.carew:iti T 0 L., inon P

Conclusion -~ 0 i e U R

In Carbon, Emery and Grand counties Indian children are in' $tate-adminis-
tered foster care at a per capita rate 43.3 times (4,380 percent) greater than
the Staterwideirate for non<Indiang in Utah.. Lo e

bl oy -y e Yy

oal T TR P

e b b 1
Foane Ll R TR R T P

IX. BAN.JUAN COUNTY

In San Juan Copnty, aceording to statistics from the Utah Department of
Social Bervices, there were ‘81 Indian children in State-ndministered foster
«caro in May 1978 There are 3,005 Indian children under twenty-one years
-old in the County,” Thus one jn gvery 37.1.Indlan children is.in foster .care.
- Wonaglusion N R TR TR L -

In Ban Juan:County, 'Indlan children. are in Btate-administered foster eare
at a per capita rate 10.9 times (1,090 percent) greater.than-the Btatewide rate

for non-Indians in Utah.
t * A . . . . . .
1 Letter from Ms. Mary Lines, MSW, op. cit, These three Counties comprise Diatrict

VII-A of the Utah Department of Soclil Services, : .

19 “Race of the Population by . ounty: 1970.” op, oft., p. 47, .
Y Letter from'Ms, Mary Lines, NEW, op. ‘eit. San Juan ¢ ¥ )
VII-B of the Utah Department of Soctal Serv’l’ceg.“ San Juan County comprises District

18 *Race of the Popuy ation by County 7 1079, op, olt, p.47.: o0 0

L A R BT TTY LR DU
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WASHINGTON INDIAN ADOPYION AND FOSTER CARE STATISTICS
" Baslé Facts : :

1. There are 1,351,435 unde? twerity-one year olds in the State of Washington.?
2. There are 16,980 under twenty-one year old American Indians in the State

of Washington.? ) . .
3. Thete are 1,335,476 non-Thaians under twenty-otte in the Staté of Washing-
- B } ! i . .

ton.
Y. AbopTioN

In the State of Washington, according to the Washington Department of
Social and Health Services, 48 Indian children were placed for adoption by
public agencies in 1972.? Using State figures reported to the National Center for
Social Statistics of the U.S. Department of Health, Education and Welfare*
we can estimate that 68 percent (or 33) are under ohe year of age when placed.
Another 21 percent (or ten) are one year to less than six years old when placed;
8 percent (or four) are six years, but less than twelve when placed; and 2 per-
cent (or one) are twelve years and over.! Using the formula then that: 33
Indian children are placed in adoption for at least 17 years, ten Indian children
are placed in adoption for a minimum average of 14 years, four Indian children
are placed in adoption for an average of nine years, and one Indian child is
placed for adoption for an average of three years; there are an estlmated 740
Indian children in adoption in Washington. This represents one out of every
21.68 Indian children in the State.

Using the same formula for non-Indians (213 non-Indian children were placed
for adoption by public agencies in Washington in 1972),° there are an estimsted
3,294 under twenty-one year old non-Indians in adoption in Washington, This
represents one out of every 406.4 non-Indian children.

Conclusion

There are therefore by proportion 18.8 times (1,880 percent) as many Indlan
children as non-Indian children in adoptive homes in Washington; 69 percent
of the Indian children placed for adoption in 1972 were placed in non-Indian

homes.”
II. FOSTER CARE

According to statistics from the Washington Department of Social and Health
Services there were 558 Indian children in foster homes in February 1973.° This
represents one out of every 28.6 Indian children in the State. By comparison there
were 4,873 non-Indian children in foster homes in February 1973, representing
one out of every 274.1 non-Indian children.

1U.8. Burean of the Census, Censug of Population: 1970, Valume I, Characteristics of
the Population, Part 49, “Washington” (U.S. Government Printing Office : Washington,
D.C.: 1973), p. 4843,

*11.8. Burean of the Census, Census of Population: 1970; Subject Reports, T'inal Report
PC(2)~1F, “American Indians” (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office:
}gzg)ﬁ Tnlb&e 2, “Age of the Indian Population by Sex nnd Urban and Rural Realdence :

(A0 . o

a LetFer and AATA child-welfare aurvey questionnaire submitted by Dr. Robert J, Shearer,
Assistant Secretary, Social Services Division, Washington Department of Soclal and
Henlth Services, April 4, 1973.

¢ Natflonal Center for Soclal Statistles, U.S. Department of Health, Bducation and Wal-
fare, ‘“Adoptions in 1974, DHDW Publlcation No. (SRS) 78--03260, NCSS Report E-10
(1074}, April 1978. Table 1’0, “Children adopted by unrelated petitioners by age at time of
placement, by State, 1974,” p. 16. (Absolnte numbers converted into percentages for pur-
PO e medt report.) t time of pi 1114

Lhe median age at time of placement of children adopted by unrelated petitioners
1974 In Washington was 3.8 months, Ibid., p. 135. ? 7 petitioners in
¢ Dr. Robert J. Shearer, op. cit.

T Ihid,

8 Ivid,

® Ibid.
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Conclusion

By per capita rate therefore Indian children are i
. s i placed in foster homes 9.
times (960 percent) as often as non-Indian children in the State of Washi:;tg:

III. COMBINED FOSTER CARE AND ADOPTIVE CARE
-
Using the above figures, a total.of 1,298 under twenty-one year old Indian chil-

dren are either in foster hothes or adopti i

2 ptive homes in the State of Washington.
This represents one out of every 12.8 Indian children. Similarly for non-Incﬁtnons
%n the State, 8,167 under twe;nty:one Year olds are either in foster homes or adop~
.ive homes, representm_g one'out’of every 163.5 non-Iindian children, . - . . - ’
Oonclusion T ’ - et

By per capita rate Indian -children are removed fr i es an cod
. y L rate In ildrer oved from their homes and pls
in adoptive homes or foster homes 18.3 times (1,330 percent) more ofteﬁ 81;2:131(11
non-Indian children in the State of Washington. '

e e g T Lot
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TWISCONSIN INDIAN ADOPTION AND FOSTER CARE STATISTICS
e S - DBasic Facts '

’ 1.‘"J.‘her:e :tlllle"l,824,713 under twenty-one year olds in the State ‘of Wisconsint
. 2. There are 10,176 under twenty-one-year-old American Indians in the State of

Wisconsin,? ‘ Co e
8. There are 1,814,687 non-Indians under twenty-one in Wisconsin.

1. ADOPTION

In the State of Wisconsin, according to the Wisconsin Department of Iealth
and Social Services, there were an average of 48 Indian children per year placed
in non-related adoptive homes by public agencies from 1966-1970.' Using the
State's own figures,* 69 percent (or 33) are under one year of age when placed.
Another 11 percent (or five) are one or two years old; 9 percent (or four) are
three, four, or five years old; and 11 percent (or six) are over the age of five.
Using the formula then that : 33 Indian children per year are placed in adoption
for at least 17 years; five Indian children are placed in adoption for a minimum
average of 16 years; four Indian children are placed in adoption for an average of
14 years; and six Indian children are placed in adoption for six years; there are
an estimated 733 Indian children under twenty-one years old in nonrelated adop-
tive homes at any one time in the State of Wisconsin., This represents one out
of every 13.9 Indian children in the State. '

Using the same formula for non-Indians (an average of 473 non-Indian children
per vear were placed in non-related adoptive homes by “public agencies from 1966-
1970).° there are an estimated 7,288 non-Indians under twenty-one years old in
non-related adoptive homes in Wisconsin, This represents one out of every 249
non-Indian children in the State.

Conclusion
There are therefore by proportion 17.9 times (1,790 percent) as many Indian
children as non-Indian children in non-related adoptive homes in Wisconsin.

II. FOSTER CARE

In the State of Wisconsin, according to the Wisconsin Department of Health and
Social Services, there swere 545 Indian children in foster care in March 1973.°
This represents one out of every 18.7 Indian children. By comparison, there were
7,266 non-Indian children in foster care in March 1978,” representing one out of
every 250 non-Indian children.

Conelugion

There are therefore by proportion 13.4 times (1,340 percent) as many Indian
children as non-Indian children in foster care in the State of Wisconsin,

17U.5. Bureau of the Census, Census of Population: 1970, Volume I, Characteristics of
%1% Pti%l_xrlél)tion, sll’nég 51, "Wisconsin” (U.S. Government Priating Office: Washington,

.C.: p. 51-60.

377§, Burenu of the Census, Census of Population: 1970 ; Subject Reports, Final Renort
PC(2)-1F, “American Indians” (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printlng Office:
%8‘;%),; Tn.i)ée 2, "Age of the Indian Population by Sex and Urban and Rural Resldence:

oM .

3 Letter_nand statistics from Mr. Frank Newgent, Administrator. Division of Family

Sel'\;llc%s, Wisconsin Depanrtment of Health and Social Services, Apri) 25, 1973,
210F, .

8 Ihid.

6 Thid. .

T Nntional Center for Social Statistic, U.S, Department of Health, Education and
Welfare, “Children Served by Public Welfare Agencies and Voluntary Child Walifare
Agencies and Institutions, March 1873.” DHEW Publication No. (SRS) 76-03238, NCS8
Report E-9 (3/73), November 1975, Table 4, p. 10.
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III. COMBINED FOSTER CARE AND ADOPTIVE CARE

Using the above figures, a total of 1,278 under twenty-one year old American
‘Indian children are either in foster care or adoptive homes in the State of Wis-
-congin, This represents one out of every 8 Indian children. A total of 14,564

non-Indian children are in foster care or adoptive homes, representing one out of

-every 124.7 non-Indian children.

QOonclusion .
By per capita rate Indian children are removed from their homes and placed
in adoptive homes or foster care 15.6 times (1,660 percent) more ozften than non-

.Indian children in the State of Wisconsin.

The Wisconsin statistics do not include adoptlon placements made by private
agencies, and therefore are minimum figures. T B '
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WYOMING ADOPTION AND FOSTER CARE STATISTICS

Basic Facts

1. There are 137,339 under twenty-one year olds in Wyoming? .
9. There are:2,832 under twenty-one year old American Indians in Wyoming.
3. There are 134,607 non-Indians under twenty-one in Wyoming. o

1. ADOPTION

In the State of Wyoming, according to the Wyoming State Division of Social
Services, there were an average of six adoptions per year of Indian chiidren
from 1972-1975.* This data base is too small to allow realistic projection of the
total number of Indian children in adoptive care. We can say though that dur
ing 1972-1975, 0.8 percent of Wyoming Indian children were placed for adoption,

During 1872-1976, according to the Wyoming State Division of Social Services,
an average of 73 non-Indian children were placed for adoption in Wyoming.*
Thus, during 1972<1875, 0.2 percent of Wyeming non-Indian children were placed
for adoption. o ) o
Conclusion o Co :

Based on the four year period 1972-1975, Indian children were placed for
adoption at a per capita rate four times (400%) greater than that for mon-

Indians.

I

‘

IX. FOSTER CARE

According to statistics from the Wyoming State Division of Social Services,
there were 24 Indian children in foster care in June 1976° Au additionst 74
Indian children were in foster care administered by the U.S. Bureau of Indian
Aftairs.®

The combined total of 98 represents one out of every 289 Indian children in
the State. By comparison, there were 446 non-Indian children in foster care in
May 1978, representing one out of every 301.6 non-Indian children.

Conclusion

There are therefore by proportion 10.4 times (1,040 percent) as many Indian
children as noo-Indian children in foster care in Wyoming; 57 percent of the
children in State-administered foster family care are in non-Indiah homes.® 51
percent of the chikiren in BIA-administered foster family care are in non-Indian

homes.” :

17.8. Bureau of the Census, Census of Population: 1970, Volume I, Characteriatics of
<ha Populatinn, Part 52, “Wyoming” (U.S. Governuient Printing Office : Washington, D. C.:
1873}, p. 52-R0, ’ .

ﬁllﬁid?, p. 52-30 (Table 18), p. 52-180 (Table 139), Indlan people tomprise §9.2 per:
cent of the tatal non-white population according to Tnble 130, According to Table 19 there
arc 4,783 non-whites under twenty-one. 4,733 times .502 equals 2,832

€ Telephone interview with MF. John Steinberg, Director of Adoptions, Wyoming State
Division of Socinl Services, July 15, 1978. A total of 22 Indian.chkildren were placed for
adoption during these four years,

vI4id. A total of 203 non-Indian children were placed for adoption during these four
yenrd,

5 ‘Telephone i{nterview with Ms. Japet Shriner, Foster Care Consultant, Wyoming State
Division of Socinl Rervices, July 20, 1976. Twenty-three of these chlidreu were in foster
family homes, and one in a residential treatment center. .

¢ Telephone interview with Mr. Clyde W. Hobbs, Superintendent, Wind River Indiin
Agency, July 22, 1976. Of these children, 47 w2re in foster family homes, and 27 in
group homes. The tribal breakdown was: Shoghone, 12; Aropahoe, 39; Non-enrolled, 23.
The BTA figures are as of Jnly 1974,

;-"Ty[;)etl;phone interview with Ms. Janet Shriner. op. cit.

I .
* Telephone Interview with Mr. Clyde W. Hobbs, ogp. ¢it.
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OI. U.8. BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS BOARDING S5CHOOLS

In addition to the above figures, 134 Wyoming Indian children between the
ages of fifteen and eighteen were away from their homss attending BYA boarding
schools in other states. These children, all from the Wind River Reservation,
spent at least part of the 1975-1976 school year in boarding schools in California,
New Mexico, Oklabhoma, South Dakota, and Utah*

IV. COMBINED ADOPTIVE CARE AND FOSTER CARE

Since we are unable to estimate the total number of Indian children currently
in adoptive care in Wyoming, it is not possible either to estimate the total number
of Indian children receiving adoptive and foster care. The foster care statistics
alone make it unmistakably clear that Indian children are removed from their
homes at rates far exceeding those for non-Indian children.

NoTE oN FEDERAL BOARDING SCHOOLS

In addition to those Indian children removed from their families to be placed
in adoptive care, foster care, or special institutions, thousands of Indian children
(many as young as five-ten years old) are placed in U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs
boarding schools. Enrollment in BIA boarding schools and dormitories is not
based primarily on the educational needs of the children; it is chiefly a means of
providing substitute care. The standards for taking children from their homes
for boarding school placement are as vagye and as arbitrarily applied as are
standards for Indian foster care placements. . L :

The table below presents a state-by-state breakdown of the number of Indian
children living in dormitories while they attend BIA boarding schools.

BIA boarding

State: : - - D achool students
Alaska _ N —— 664
Arizona . ______ . e 10, 977
California 714
Mississippi - : R o197
Nevada ___ 517
New Mexico___. ——- ——— : —— 7,428
North Dakota__..____ - 481
OKlahoma e e — e 1,973
Oregon ——— e e 549
South Dakota . - 1,207
Utah - S -- 1,093

otaA] e 25, 800
o=

Indian children living in dormitories operated by the BIA for chil-
dren attending public schools e 3,384
Total ___ 29,184

These children should be included in any compilation of Indian children away

from their families.
Sonrce: Office of Indlan Education Programs, U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs, ‘Fiscal
. Year 1974 : Statistics Concerning Indian Education” (Lawrence, Kanps.: Haskell Indlan
Junior College : 1975), pp. 12-15, 22-23. .

0 Idbid.



