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SOUTH DAKOTA ADOPTION A);D FOSTER CARY. STATISTICS

Basic Facts

1. There are 270,136 under twenty-one yeal; olds in South :nakota.' .
2. There are 18,322 under twenty-one year old American IndIans in South

Dak<>tn.· .
3. There are 260,814 non-Indians under twenty-one in South Dakota.

I. ADOPTION

Iu the State of South Dakota, accortl ing to the Sr).nt.h Dakota l)"pa.rtrucn.t of
Social Services, there were an average of 63 ndopttons per year of Awel'l~all
Inrlinn 'children from 1970-1075.' Using Sout~l Dnko~u'~ own age-nt-adoption
llgnres reported to the National Center for Social Statistics of the U.S. Depart­
ment ()f Health, Educa tlOI1, and Welfare,' 81 percent (or 51) are under one yeur of
age when placed. Another 6 percent (or four) nre oue yen r to less th!~n two ~'CiJrS
old when placed; 7 percent (or four) are 1\\'0 years to less than SIX rears old
when plnced : 4 percent (01' tbree) are between six and-twelve years old; nnd
2 percent (01' one) are twelve years and' OYN.· Using the formula then that: Gl
Indiun children per year are placed In adoption for lit INlst 17 years"fonr Indian
children are placed ill adoption for 16.;; Jel\r~. rour Iudlnn children are placed
in adoption for nu nverage of H Jenr~, three Indian chtldren are plucerl in
adoption for an average of nine yenrs, and one Indian child is placed in adopt lou
tOt' an average of three years : there are 1,019 Indlaus under twenty-one year
olrls In adoptlon at any one t.Ime in the state of Sonth Daokta, ',fhls represents
one out of every 18 Indian children in the State.

Using tile same formula for non-Indlans (there were an average of 561 ndcp­
tlons per year of non-Indlan children from 1070-19'0'5) • there are 9,Oi3 non­
Indian children in adoptive homes In South Dakota, or one out of ererv 28.7
non-Indian children, .

Conclusion
'There are therefore by proportion 1:6 times (l(lO percent) as many Indian

children as non-Indian children in adoption in South Dakota.

rr, FOSTER CARE

According to statistics from the Soutb Dakota Department of Social Services,
til ere were ;;21 Indian children in State-administered foster care in October
1974.' In addition, there were 311 South Dakota Indian children receiving

'U.S. Burcnu of the C~MU~, Census of Populn tlon : 1970. Volnrne r, Chnrncterl.tic8 of
tile Populatton, Par t 43, "South Dakota" (WashIngton, D,C.: U.S. Government Printing
Omce: 1li73). p, 4'3--47.

, U.S. Burenu of the Cen,qn". Census of Populat lon : 1070; I';ubjert Rerort. Flnnl llAnort
PC(2)-H', "Amerlcnn Imlinna" (Wn.hlng-ton, D,C.: U.S. (lovArnnwnt P':lntln~ Omee'
lUn). Tnl,le 2, "Age of the Indian Population by Sex and Urban and Rural lleslden("~:
1070" p. 14, • ,

a T'elephoue Interview. with Dr. James Marqunrt.Omce On Children and Youth Soutb
Dnkotn Department or Soclnl Senlc,,", Julv 19'-20. 19';6. '

• Na tl ounl Center tor Roclnl 'Statistics, IJ:S.'Dr.pnrtment or Henlth. Educntlon and W.l·
fure~ '~A,do~IU{)J\S In,~!~74,".DiU';W..l'uhUrntlon.No... (1'lIlS) l'ifh-(l:~2r.l!, "CllR,R"port,'N~i()· ,
(10d), ,April; IP7r.. JablA lO,"Chllr1r~n llUOj,terl. by nnrelafAlFpetltioners 'by'llile lit'lirne'
"e plncAtnent, by StII:te; 1074,'" p; 16:' (Ab~o Ilte' numbers' con\'ertr'd .into perCeMAl1;cs'tor
l,urpoRes of this report.)

• Tho medilln niCe at 'lImA of plnri'ment ot children arlopted by unrelated petitioners iii
1074 In Routh DakotR wno 2.5 mouths. Ibid. p. 15; jbld~hOne interview 'With Dr. Jluoes l\Znr'tlllnrt,· op, cit.
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foster care from tbe U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs in October 1974.' The COIU­
bined total or 832 Indian children in foster care represents aile out of every 22
Iudian children in the State. By comparison there were G30 non-Iridian chil(lren
in State-administered foster care in October 1974,' representing one out of every
492.1 non-Indian children.

ConClltSWn
?-'bere are tMref?re by. proportion 22.4 times (2,240 percent) as many Indian

.ehi ldren as non-Indian children in foster care in South Dakota
'i •

• III, COMBIN!'D ADOPTIVE CARE AND <'OSTER CARE

" '~~ing: the' a~6~e '~gures, a' total of 1,801 un(l~r' t~en'tY·on~' ;ea~ old -Indlnn
'clllldl'en are either 111 foster barnes or adoptive homes in the State of South
Dakota. ?'hIS represents one out Of every 0.9 Indian' ehlldren.: Similarly ,for' non­
Indians Il1 the State 9,603 under twenty-one year olds nre either in foster care
or adoptive care, representing one out of every 27.2 non-Indian chIldren.
UOfl.CltuBit}nji ,': 1;/. ' ;': ,•.. ,.: '" I , I .. 11: ,·J'I ': .". ':.' I , .,.' ", ~.

'.: By percaplta 'rate Indlanchfldran 'are removed :from thel~lhomes and illnced
Il1 l~doptlve care or foster' care 2.7' times' '(27(} percent) more ortenfharrnon­
:rndlUn children In the State of South Dakotn.' '.' :" '''' "n' .. 'i.·.' ....",·,.,·", :
I • I' I • ' . . • i ',.' ; l' I, j I I; ", • ;'.", • ~, ".: I' I , \

.~ .1'elel)honc"lnt~n"ie"," with1\o!r. Roger :Lontievlk' "nil lIf•. B~hrry hntlg;:D1vl.lon of
.,(lelll] Services, U.S" Bureau ot Indian AffaJrs Ab6rrJecn Arell Office, 'Julv 120--21, '11176.
The BrA. had a~8 South Dakota Indlnn chllrlren In foster care i" Oetober i974.47 Indian
~~k'~4e7~3'il~e, In, roster . care. administered by the, ~'lnte, ,bllt. ,Raid ts«. ,by : ~l1,e•. BI4.
'. Telephone ItlterYlews withDr. Jaln·e. l'>Iar~llart, op. (lit. ','. '" '.., "i ""': 'i" " ,.,i

J I" ," : • . ",': I' I J I , I ", I I . r, ~ .. 11 I I , '.~ J J I , " '.' I .

i ,
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foster care from the U,S. Bureau of Indian Affairs in October 1974.· The com­
bined total or 832 Indian children in foster care represents one out of ever" 22
!ud!an childr:e~ in the State. By comparison there were G30 non-Indian chilZlren
In State-administered foster care in October 1974' representing one out of every
492.1 non-Indian children. '
Oonclusion

There are therefore by proportion 22.4 times (2,240 percent) as many Indian
.children as non-Indian children in foster care in South Dakota.

I

, .m, ,COMBINED .ADOPTIVE. CARE AND .'OSTER CARE

." '~~i~g: the' a?6~e '~gures, ~: total' of 1,801 \lnd~r', t.~en'ty-one' Yl:'a~ oltl :Indian
children ~re either 1Il foster homes or adoptive homes in the State of South
Da~ota. :rhiS represents one but, of every 0.0 Indian' children.' Slmllarly-ror non.
I~dlans ~n the State 9,603 :under twen~y-one year olds are either in foster care
01 adoptive care, representing one out of ,every 27.2 non-Indlan children.
Conol-u8i6tV:·': ':1' ' .1' ". , •. ; 'I' I , I .,q; 1'1'1 ':,' I: .11 I .' • • _/ •

'.: By pe~ capita 'rate India'pchiIdi;en 'are removed :from thel~lhomes an~ ;)I~Ced
III l~doPtlve care or foster' care '2.7' times"(27(} percent) more ottlln' thnnuion­
:radIan children in the State of South Dakota.' ' .. ;,; "', " '" I "I i' '. t': .." ," , "",

,'" " I I • r . , t .' I.' . If ( . l' I.ill: 'I '. '. I ,!. "0' ", _'I ,:

"'l.'elephone'!nten-Ie",s with 'Mr. noger :Lontievlk'lltIiI lIfR. B~\'~r;v }rnt,",D!v!alon of
S,oelnl Services. U,S., Bureau of Indian AO'nlra Aberdeen Arell Office. 'JUlv"l'ao.-21, '1976­
'IJ~~/lIA. had 3~8 South Dakota Indian chrldren In foster care 1'1 Octobar i97tl.,47 Ind lan
~58,-W~3il;e, in , foster, care administered by the, ,state, ,b,'t, ,~a!dO f!?t "bY: tll,e, ,BI4.
,. !l'elephone ItltervJews with Dr. Jam'es 'Marquart, op; tilt. ',', ","", i "'0" Ii"'''' I.' i'

~ I ' " ~, " , ": I' , 'I ": ~ I I I,' I I "' t ~ •• rIll , '.~ I' I r r r .• I ~l I

, I,

SOUTH DAKOTA ADOPTION .A);'1l FOSTER CARE STATISTICS
,

Basic Fncts

1. 'ruere are 279,136 under t\'i'enty-olle' yeal; aids in South :nakota.' .
2. There are 18,322 under twenty-one year old American mdians in South

Dakota.' , c< th D k t
3. There are 260,814 non-Indians under twenty-one in sou a 0 a.

I. ADOPl'ION

In l'he State of South Dakota, according to the Soyth Dakota nlo'pa,rtmen.t of
So('ial Services, there were an average of 63 adoptIOns pel' yenr of Awel'l~an
Indian 'children from 1970-1075.' Using Sout~l Dako~a'~ own age-at-adoption
ligures report.ed to the National Center for Soctal Stntrstics of the U.S. Depart­
nlent of Health. Education, and 'VelfaI'e,' 81 percent (or 51) are under one yeur of
age when,placed. Another 6 percent (01' rour) are one year to less thl~n two years
ofu when placed; 7 percent (or four) are two years to les8 than SIX years old
when placed : 4 percent (or three) are netween SIX and-twelve rears old; and
2 percent (o~ one) are twelve years. and' o\'~r.· Using the f012n\lln then thnt:. 51
Jndilln children, per~'ear nre plaeed In a\loption for at If,ast 1, y,ears,.fonr Inrliun
children are placed in adoption for 16.;:; fellrs, four Indln n children are placed
in adoption for all average of H J'eul's, three Indlnn cnlldren are placed in
adoption for an average of nine years, aud one Indian chi lrl is placed in adontlou
for an average of three yea rs : there are 1,019 Indians 111\(11:'1' twenty-one year
olds in adoption at uny aile time in the State of South Dnokta, '.ruls represents
one out of en~ry 18 Indian children in the State.

Using the same formula for non-Indians (there were an average of GG1 adop­
tlons per year of non-Indian children from 1070-1975) • there are 9,073 lion­
Indian children In adoptive homes In South Dakota. or one out of every 28.7
non-Indian children.

,Oonclusion
There lire therefore by proportion ]:6 times (lOO percent) as many Indian

children as non-Indlan children in adoptlonln South Dakota.

rr, FOSTER CARE

According to statistics from the Sonth Dakota Department of Social Sen-ices,
there were 521 Indian children in State-administered foster care In October
1974.7 In addition, there were 311 South Dakota Indian children receiving

1 U,:-, Bureau of tho Cen sus, Census of Ponuln tion : 1970. "oll1me r. Cbnrnctertsttes of
the Populn tfon, Part 43, "South Dakota" (Washington, D,C,: U.S. Government Printing
omce: 1973). p. 4'3-47.

• U.S. Htlreau of the CeMlw, Census of Pnpu lat lon : 1070; lIuhjprt RPflort. Final Rpnort
PC(2)-H'. "American Irnltn ns" (Washing-ton, D.C.: U.S. (lovprnnwnt Prlntln,ll' nOle.. :
IOn), Tahle 2, "Age ot the Indlan Populatton by Sex and Urban and Rural Ilesldellr~:

1070" p. 14.
3 Telephone Interviews with Dr, Jnme. IIInrqnart.Office on Children nnd Youth. South

Dakota Department of Soclnl Servlc",", Julv 190-20. 1976.
• National Cen tr-rTo r Social 'Sfn tts tiea, \J;S.Depnrtment of Hen lt h. Education. Rnd We!'

t ure~ "J\doptlnns In,l!l,14,", DfU';W ..I'uhllcn tlon ,l'o-o.,(~RS) ,.r....(l:{2r.», :-;Cl'lS ,Ro/lOrt,'N"'lO ' ,
(10/4), April; lll7f:. 'JabiA 10" ';Chlldpm Ildol,ted,OY nnrelafAu"pHJUoner9 'by'uge nt'tlme I

"f plneeO,ent, bY Hhl:te, 1014,' p: HI.' (A1J~o ate 'numbers 'coa\'ertPd 'Into perce~tR!leM 'f6r
puqloses of this rpp~rt.)

• Tho median nile at time of placem..nt of ehlldreu adopted by unrelated petitioners ill
1914 In Smith Dnkota was 2.5 month•. IbId., p. 15.;i;II;;~hODC Interview with Dr . .TlIwes Mar'll/lIrt, op. cil.
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II. FOSTER CARE

In the State of Utah, according to the Utah Department of Social Services,
there were 249 Indian children in foster care in May 1976.' This represents one
out of every 26.9 Indian children In the State. By comparison, there were 1,197
non-Indian children in foster care in May 1976,· representing one out of every
402.9 non-Indlan children in the State.

,UTAH, INDIAN,A.DOPTION ,AND FOSTEJl .CARE STATISTlqs

I . .', 'II' ." ,," Basic Facts "1:' I ., ."

1. There are 488,924 under twenty-one yenr olds in Utah.' . . . .' J

2. There are 6,600 under' twenty-one year old Americ8u Indians in Utah.
3. ~'here are 482,234 non-Indians under twenty-one years old in Utah. ".'.

, .
In SnIt La~l:e and T?oeJe counties, according to statistics from the Utah Depart:

ment of SOCial Services" there were. 13 Indian children in State-administered
foster care in May 1976.· There are '1,205 Indian children under, twenty-one____....;._., . ,'1 ,

··'f··l1'·

: I,etler from ~r.. MIl;Y Lines. MS~". 01>..dt.. , ';,: .
" Letter from Ms, Mary Line.•. MSW,' Prom-am SpeclllllRt. Utnh Deportment of Social

~~~T~tS·er·~.il~;s.2, 1076. These counties comprise District I of the Utah Depn,rtment. of

, • G3.4 percent ot the Vtah Indian poplIlatlon I. un,le.r twenty·one years old. [U.S;'n
'Il'eallof the (;pn-u., C.nRlI. of Popllintlon: 1070: Rubjpet. Report PC(2)-1F, "Am~rlcon In'lInns"

(\V'a_hln~ton. D.C. : U,R. f:o"ernmcnt PrlntlnJ: Office: 197'~). TallIe 2, "AJ:e of th~ Tn,lIlln
Popnlnt.lon by Sex lIn,l Vrbnn .an,l Rurnl Re.l<1ence: 1D70." p. 15.1 The total Indian
J)opulotlOn of Box Elder. Cnche and Rich Conn tie. I. GOO. [U.'S. Bnr.nn ot .the CensnR,
CenAn_ of PopulatIon: 1970 Supplementarv ·Report PCi'S1 )-104 "Rnce of tho Popnln'
tlon h,- Count)·: 1R70" (Wnshln~ton. D.C.: U.S. Government Prlntl'll~ Office.: 1975). p. 47.]
690 tim ....634 equals 4:-17. The Ram. formula In lI~e<1 to determine the Indian under
tw:nt)'-one year old popnlatlon In the. other Vt"h counties. . .

Letter from 'lifo. Mnrv J,jneo. MSW, Oip. clt.'l'hese countlea comprise Dlstrlet II-A of
th. Utnh Depnrtm.nt of Social Services .

: "Roce of the J'opul"t!on hy Countv: 1970." Oil. elt., p. 47,
Lejter from Ms. Mnrv Lin •• , MSW. op. cit. '.rhese eountl.s comprise District II-B ot

the Utnh Department of Social Services.

III. SALT LAKE AND TOOELE COUNTIES
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.. ·.UI·J~ ':'·····ri:!'DAVIS .. :!.roROA'N·l!.NO.."'EUER COuN!,.ms,·,·1 "" "I': .. "I
!. . I, " C"I" " ",.,' j, !lr, 1_ ':1 (JI' i.,,: : -. '" I'

In Davis, Morgan and Weber counties, according to statistics from the Utnth
Department of Social Services, there werenine Indian children in State-admin­
IstE:re.llfoster.,care in May 197,6.' There. are 573 Indian children under twen tv­
?n.e ~f·eatrs:.OI4 in Jpese tl~r~e, .countles.' .r,ll~s one,' in ,.everj;'. ,Oq-,7 ;I!1{Un,n, ~~i!dren
l~,ln QS ~rca\r~, ,'Iq ... :~ .":'::" I;i! 1'( ,~,:. I', I'::;'!' ,I f~~~ "'·1:' ,1'l

Oonclusion ') .,~!, : :~I ! !'. Ii,:; " ,.j" -:/:'i ~;

In Davis, Morgan and Weber counties IndlanchlldreJl"nre ill' -State-ndmlnls­
tered foster care at a per capita rate 6.3 times (630 percent) greater than the
Sta te-wl de rate for non-Indians in Utah." .. . " '" ""., .

., ;.I" ' " :, I 'I.·' .',,'

III. CO~IBINED FOSTER CARE AND ADOPTIVE CARE

Using the ab~ve figures, a total ot'577 under twenty-one ~'e'ar' old Indian chil­
dren are either in foster homes or adoptive homes in the State of Utah. '.rhls
represents one in every 11.6 Indian children. Similarly for non-Indians In the
State 8,237 under twenty-one-veaz olds are either in,fostercar\,! or,.adoptlve
care, representing one in every,5!l.5 non-Indian children. . 'I "',': ,,,,,

Oonclusion :0 ,.,' , : '", I :

By rate Indian children are removed from their homes and placed in nrloptive
care or foster care 5 times (500 percent) more often than non-Imllnn children
Intlie State of Utah.r. :I', . ,":,,, .,r I:'" .' ':'

-": .'"1' ! :1: ' t',!,. ,A,pPENP.IX;::, .,:1. tl .iili : ;,

ConclU8ion
There are therefore by proportion 15 times (1,500 percent) as many Indian

children as non-Indian children in foster care in Utah. 88% of the Indian chil­
dren in foster care are in non-Indian homes.'

" County-by-County.Analysls of.Utah Foster CnreSta tlstlcs : . ,,,I

Ii: ". . :: '. ~"') -I .' I • . I [ ': (\ t "l ., I l , " r I' " r ;\ I

;,".' .I•. ·DOX,ELDER, CACHF;;A?IJ.DJ;CH.qoU,I:1;TJ;E~.,.,:, , ""': ".1

: In Box 'Elder, 'Cache, 'and Rich counties, ac~ordln~'to 'si·~tist.ics fl'om til'e Utah
Department of 'Boclal Services, there were 14 Indian children in State-admlnia­
ter~cl foster,'ca're, In l\Iay llJ7G." ~'here are 437 Indian chllclrel\ under twenty-one­
years-old In thes~ th'ree counttea," 'Th1,ls one, in every 31.2 Indian chlldran is in
~oste.r care.;"., ;.;... .' . 'i"1 I':,: j' ~:.',-. :,',1: ,.-~::I ',.,! 1,,:'·,:P:';~::'i':r\ '.'::,/':';l''':!,:.;' ,
Oonclu.'Jwn "I ,I, I:' 'l:~ I u' 'lI'l ,,,i,,· , I' I,

In I{ox 'Eldel','Ce:che' and Rich' counties Indian' children are InBtata-admtn­
·istered foster care ata per caprta rate 12.9 times (11200'<1l1lrcerit)'lgreater thnn
the State-wide rate for non-Indians in Utah.

;:':1'.: '
I. ADOPTION

1 ,.":

In the State of Utah, nccording to the Utah Depal'tment,of ~6eial Servlce~,
there were 20 Indian children placed for adoption in 1975. USID~ the S:at~ s
own nge-nt-adoption figures reported to the Natkmal Center for SOCial Stntlstics
of the U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare,"we can estimate
thnt 86 percent (or 17) are under one year of age when placed. One child I~
between one and two years 'old; one child Is between two and six years old; and
one child is between six and twelve years old.· Using the fOl;mula then that:
17 Indian children are placed in adoption for at least 17 years, and three Indinn
children are placed in adoption for a minImum average of 13 years, there are
328 Judinns under twenty-one renrs old hi adoption in Utah. 'This represents one
out of every 20.4 Indian children in the State.

Using the same formula for non-Indians (there were 428 non-Indian children
placed for adoption in Utah in 1975) " there are 7,040 under twentr-ene ~'enr
old non-Indlans in adoption In Utah. This represents one out of every 68.5 non­
Indian children lnthe State.
Cotlclu.t£on

There are therefore by proportion 3.4 times (340 percent) as many Indian
children as non-Indian children in adoptive homes in Utah.

1 U.S. Bureau of the Census, Census of IPopulatlon: 1970, Volume I, CharacterlAtlcs of
the Population, Part 4'6, "Utah" (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office:
1973) ...p, 46-39.

• V.::!. Bureau. of the Census,. Census of Population: 1070; ~ubject Reports. FInal Renort
PC(2)-1F, "American. Indians" (Washlnlrton, D.C,: U.R. Oovernrnent Prlntln!: 'Office:
10n1. Table 2, "Age of~ the Indian Population by Sex and Urban and Rural RP.llldence:
1970." p. 1~. .

• Telcnhone Intervlc'IV ",I th Mr. DIck Wheelock, Research AIl'alyat, Utah Department of
Soclol RervlceB, .Tuly 14, 11170.

• Notional Center for Roclll! Rtatliltks. U.R. Dr-pnrt men t 0( Health. F,duc'lt!on and Wel­
fore. "Adoptions In 1074." DHEW Pnbltca tion No. (RRS) 76-032~1l. NCSS Report E-IO
(1074), Aprll 1976, Table 10. "Ch llrlren Ild0r,tod by unrelated pe tlttoners 'by Ilge nt time
of placement. by Stat., 1974." p. 16. (Abso ute numbers converted Into pereentalrcs for
pnrposea of thla reporr.) The ages and pereentn ges are : under one year. 86 percent: b.­
tween one and two. :-I percent: between two and six, Ii percent: between stx and
t'IVelve. ~ percent: twelve and older. 1 percent. 'Multlplylng the total number of adoptions
In 197~ by these percentazea and rounding off to the nearest whole number ylelda the
figures that follow In the bodv of this report. '.

• The median age for children placed In adoption In Utah Is lesa than one month. I1lld.,
~1~ .

'T.l.nhone Int.rvle ........ lth ~Ir. Dick WheelOCk. R••enrch Anolyot.' Utah Department
of ~nclol ServleeR, Jul'l' 14. 1!l76. :

• T,ctter trom 101•. Mary I,lnen, 101SW. Prolr!'nm Speclollat, Vhah Department of Soelnl
ServlceR, .Tuly 2. 1f/ro. .

'Thld. Confirmed bv t.lenhone Interview with :Mr. Dick Wheelock, Utnh Department of
SocIal Servlcea, July 14. 197'6. . .
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:"{JoncZ.uaion,' r ',,:,:1' '.,~ o"J' "t '-'r, '":i,l'j' ~ .. I". ( "'~'-\:.' I:; I.',

I~ Daggett, Duchesne and Uintah counties Indian children are in Btate-nd­
mimstered, foster care at a per capita Tate 27,8 times (2,780 percent)greatar
,~ha~ the Sta,~'~?,e rate for 'n:o~-;~ian.chlldren. " 'i " " , '

VIII. CAnBON, EMERY 'AND' GBA'ND COUNTIES"; I', ,

In Oarbon, Emery. and .Grand counties, according to statistics from the Utah
Department of Soeial Services, tbere were four Indian cblldren in State.ad.
-nnnistered fost:r .care in May 1976.'" There are. ;l7,Indian children under twenty.
,one years' old lin ~hei!e three ,counties':~ 'J;h\lS.one ,in ev~ry. 9.3 1n41an .ehlldren
,isinfoster.care.,·.,'.,,;~, 'I' ,o, ':"'1',.,

I '1. ,". f , • I • r • I ~ 'j I I \' " •

Oonclusil>n ' /I: , ' , , . , , ' . ,

In Carbon, Emery and Grand counties Indian children are in' State'ad;nini~­
tered foster care at a per capita rate 43.3 times (4,330 percent) greater tbdlll
11~~:St~t~~vldeir~.t,;tP~)no~,~nmanli;1n Utah. " ""I" ,;" I ",

IX. BAN . .TVA;N' .cOU:L'l;Ty I", I I

S IJ?- Isa",n J?ul,1 .Co/lntr,,,ac.cordipg .to statistics from the Utllh Department of
ocia eervices, there were '81 Indian chlldren in State-administ(\red foster

:~Jei in
th'lab 197.~~, ,There are .8,005',Indian chil(1ren under twenty-one yeaI'll

, '" 'in ,e ounty>, i ~hus one ~/1 filvery 31.1. J:ndian' e,I;Iildre.c, is, jn ·tost"r .eare.
"".one us,on " /. , ", I". '

In San JU,an' County,. 'Indian' cJI;llar~n, are 'i'n' St~~~dlllinist~red .fost.er car~
f
a t a perl ca

d
P
i
Ita rate 10.9 times (1,090 percent) greRtel' !thanthe, Statewirle rate

or non- n ans in Utah.

'vr~_1.e~i~hfrOUmt· br>fDS:' t.ritry LlnoR, MSW. "o». cit. These three count1e~ comprise Dlatrtct
,. " e a epartman t of SoclB.l Servlaes. , . ' ,., ; "
11 Rnce o~ thePcpulntton btCounty: J9.70," op. ott, p.47.,

VI,~~~e~~eth;,ru'tah~1);'~~!r~~entl~t"so~i~I\~e~c~~~t.S~n .JuRn COunty comprIses District
Race ot the'PopulaUoIi by County t 107.0," up. olt;, p. 41.' ", t, , .'"

'. ;

vears old in these two counties." Thus one in every 92.7 Indian children is in
foster care.
{Jonclu·sion

In Snit Lake and Tooele counties Indian children are in State-administered
foster care at a per capita rate 4.3 times (430 percent) greater than the State-
wide rate for non-Indians in Utah. ' . I,

V. I 'jUAB;,' MnLARD, 1m.lTE,:, SA~PETE; 'SEVIER; 'AND' WA't~~ 'CdUI'lTtES ,:
, ." , • ~'I ,.. " ' , • ' • ."', I .••

In Juab,: -Millard, Plute;' 'Silllpete,' Sevier' and Wayne I countles, according to
.statistics' from the-UtahDepartmentr of Social Servtces, thMe' were 21 Indian
children in State-administered foster care in May 1976.· There are '158 Indian
chlldren under' twenty-one :years old in' these six counttesz" ,Thus' one, in every
'7.5 Indian children Is 'in' foster care,. .: .!.I! :' J," .' i ,., ,." .. ,

Conclitsion ,i:, : r ;1 i ',_:~I.\: 'fi i ,I"

In Juab" Millard, .Plute, Sanpete, .Sevier and Wayne counties Indian children
are in State-administered roster careat a percaptta.rate 53.7 times ,(5,370 per­
cent) greater \th~:n,:thE\ ~tate-wrde.rate rornon-rndtans iJ~;Utah.

.• to. ,,:' "I ',',

VI. BEAVER, GARFIELD, IRON,. KANE :AND WASHINGTOJ:; COUNTIES

",: .

,IV. B?MMIT, UTAH' AND WASATClI COUNTIES',,,

In Summit, Utah and' WasatCh counties, according to statistics from the
:Utah Department of Social 'Services, there were 15 Indian children in .stnte­
administered foster care in May 1976.' There are 397 Indian"'children tinder
twenty-one years old in these three counties." Thus one in every 26.5. Indian
children fs In foster care. ':1,: "i:·,·' l,' J; '.".'/' ,:',; '", .

'Concltl8ion . " ,.,'" 'i '; ,;',

In Summlt, Utab and Wasatch counties Indianchildren- are :inl'State-admin­
istered foster care at a per capita rate 15.2 times (1,520 percent) greater than
the State-wide rate for non-Indians in Utah.

In Beaver, Garfield, Iron, Kane, and WaShington counties, according to statts­
tics from the Utah Department of Social Services, there were 19 Indian chil­
dren in State-administered foster care in Mny 1976." There are 276 Indian
children under twenty-one years old in these five counties." Thus one in ('very
14,5 Indinn children is in foster care.
Conclusion

In Beaver, Garfield,' Iron. Kane, and Washington counties Indian children
lire in State-administered foster care at a per capita rate 27.8 times (2,780
percent) greater than the State-wide rate for non-Indian in Utah.

VII. DAGGETT, DUCHESNE AND UINTAH COUNTIES

In Daggett, Duchesne nnd Uintah counties, according to statistics from the
Utah Department of Social Services, there were 73 Indian children in State­
administered foster care. in May 1976.13 There are 1,059 Indian children under
twenty-one years old in these three counties." Thus one in every 14.5 Indian
children is in foster care.

: "Rnro of the Populnt lon h)' Countv : 1970." op. crt,. p, 47.
'Lott.er from Ms. 1I1nl')' LineR, lIlSW, op, oft. These counties eomprlse DIstrlet III of

the Utah Department of Social Services.
: "Rnre of tho Populntlon hy Coun tv : 1970." "P: eii., p, 47.

Lotter from 1I1s. lI[nr .. LineR. lIU;W. op, ctt, These counties comprise District IV of
the Utah Department or Social Sen'lces

10 "Rnee or the Population bv County :'lll70" op oit p 47
11 Le tter from MR. lIlnry T~lnes. Msw, oi>. oit. These counties comprise District V of

the Utnh Department of ::::oclal ::::ervlce~. .
:: "Ruce of the Populn tton hy CO\1nty: 1970," on. cit., p. 47.
, LettPI' from Ms. Mary Line•. MSW, op. cit. These countil'S comprIse District VI of the

Utnh Department of Social ::::el'vlces.
U "Hace of the Populatlon by County: 10iO," op. oft., p. 47.
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"WASHINGTON lNDIAN ADOPTION AND FOS'l'ER CARE STATI!lTItje

" . ~asle Facts

1. There are 1,851,455 undar twerttr-oneyeal' olds in the State of Washington>
2. There are 15,980 under twenty-one year old American Indians in the State

of Washington.", . .
S. Thete are 1,385,476 1'I6u·ltldlAl'is·under twenty'oil.e In the State of Washing-

ton. I' ,

·t. AMnIoN

In the State of Washlngtpn, according to the Washington Department of
Social and Health Services, 48 Indian children were placed for adoption by
public agencies In 1972." Using State figures reported to the National Center for
Social Statistics of the U.S. Department of Health, Education and Welfare,'
we can estimate that 69 percent (or 38) are under ohe Year of age when placed.
Another 21 percent (or ten) are one year to less than six years old when placed;
8 percent (or four) are six years, but less than twelve when placed; and 2 per­
cent (01' one) are twelve years and over." Using the formula then t.hat: 83
Indian children are placed in adoption for at least 17 years, ten Indian children
are placed in adoption for a minimum average of 14 years, four Indian children
are placed in adoption for an average of nine years, and one Indian rhild is
placed for adoption for an average of three years; there are an estimated 740
Indian children in adoption In WaShington. This represents one out of every
21.6 Incllan children in the State.

Using the same formula for non-Indians (218 non-Indian children were plnead
for adoption by public agencies in Washington in 1972)," there are an estimn ted
3,294 under twenty-one year old non-Indians in adoption in Washington. This
represents one out of every 4015.4 non-Indian children.
Oonclusion

There are therefore by proportion 18.8 times (1,880 percent) as many Indian
children as non-Indian children in adoptive homes In Washington; 61l percent
of the Indian children placed for adoption in 1912 were placed in non-Indian
homes.'

II. FOSTER CARE

Accordlnz to statistics from the Washington Department of Social and Health
8ervices there were 5158 Indian children in foster homes in February 11l73," 'fIJis
represents one out of every 28.6 Indian children in the State. By comparison there
were 4,873 non-Indian children in foster homes In February 1973," representing
one out of every 274.1 non-Indian children.

1 U.S. Bureau at the .Censua. Census ot Population: 1070, Volume J. Characteristics ot
the Population, Part 49, "Washington" (U.'8. Government Printing Office: Washington
D.C. : 1973), p, 49-43. '

'U.S. Bureau at the Cen"us, CensuA at Population: 1970; 1'lubject Reports, Final Report
pr,r:n-1F. "Amerlean Indians" (Wnshlnj(ton. D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office'
1117H). Table 2, "Age ot the Indian Population by Sex nnd Urban and Rural ResIdence:
11170." . 16. ' .

'r,etrpr anel AAIA child-welfare "urve.v questionnaire submitted by Dr. Robert J. Shearer.
A•• I.tant Secretary. Social ServIces DIvision, Washington Department ot Social and
Health Services, April 4, 19T3.

• National Center tor SocIal StatlstlCA. U.,S. Department ot Health. lMucation and WeI­
fare, "AlioptlonR In 1974," DHFJW Publication No. (SRS) 76-032511 NeSS Report E-10
Oll74). April lll70. Table 10, "Children adopted by unrelated petltlon"rA by age at time ot
p,la"elllent. by Statel 1974," p, 16. (Absoillte numbers converted Into percentages tor pur­
no... ot thlA report. J

"The median age at time ot placement ot children adopted by unrelated petf tleners In
11174 In W~shln~tnn was 3.6 months. tw«, P. 15.

I nr. Robert J. Shearer. 01'. cit.
, Ihld.
• 17,{d.
«rua.
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Oonclusion

. By per. capita rate therefore Indian children are placed in foster homes 9.6
bmes (960 percent) as often as non-Indian children in the State of Washfugton,

III. COMBINED FOSTF.R CARE AND ADOPTIVE CARE

d ,using th~ above figures, a. total.o~ 1,298,under twenty-one year pld Indian chil.
u~n are either 111 foster hOmes or adoptIve homes !n the Stata of Washington

th~~ represents one out of every 12.3 Indian children. Similarly for non-Incllfln~l eState, 8,167 under twentv-ons year olds are either In foster homes or adop-
,i"e homes, representing one'out'or every 163.5 non-Indian children.. '.' .
(Jon,clu8io'jt' , .-;-: -'-'. ' I

. By pe~_ capita :rat~Indianc~i~drenare removed from their homes an~ plncecl'
In adoP~lve h?mes or foster homes 13.8 times (1,330 percent) more' ofteu than
non-Indian children in the 'State of Washtngton.

I,." ~ ~ l, i '
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WISCONSIN INDIAN ADOPTION AND FOSTER CARE STATISTICS

: " Basic Filets

1:' The~e '~l:e '1,824,713 untler twenty-one year olds in the State 'of wtsconstn.'
, 2. There are 10,176 under twenty-one-year-old American Indians in the State of
Wisconsin.' " , .... : .. , ":

3. There are 1,814,537non-Indians under twenty-one in Wisconsin.'

I. ADOPTION

III the State of Wisconsin, according to the Wisconsin Department of Health
and Social Services, therewere an average of 48 Indian children per renr placed
in non-related adoptive homes by public agencies from 1966-1970.' Using the
State's own figures,' 69 percent (or 33) are under one year of age when placed.
Another 11 percent (or five) are one or two years old; 9 percent (or four) are
three, four, or five years old; and 11 percent (or six) are over the age of five.
Using the formula then that : 33 Indian children per year are placed in adoption
for at least 17 years; five Indian children are placed in adoption for a minimum
average of 16 years j four Indian children are placed in adoption for an average of
14 years; and six Indian children are placed in adoption for six years i there are
an estimated 733 Indian children under twenty-one years old in nonrelated adop­
tive homes at anyone time in the State of Wisccnsln, This represents one ont
of every 13.9 Indian children in the State. .

Using the same formula for non-Indians (an average of 473 non-Indian children
per year were placed in non-related adoptive homes by "public agencies from1l.J66­
19(0),' there fire all estimated 7..288 non-Indians under twenty-one yellrs old in
non-related adoptive homes in Wisconsin. This represents one out of every 249
non-Indian children in the State.
Conclusion

There are therefore by proportion 17.9 times (1..790 percent) as many Inclian
children as non-Indian children in non-related adoptive homes in Wisconsin.

II. FOSTER CARE

In the State of Wisconsin, nccording to the Wisconsin Department of Health and
Social Services, there were 545 Indian children in roster care in !\Iarch 1073."
This represents one out of every 18.7 Indian chfldran. By comparison, there were
7,266 non-Indian children in foster care in lIIarch 1973; representing one out of
every 260 non-Indian children.
Conclusion

There are therefore by proportion 13.4 times (1,340 percent) as many Indian
children as non-Indian children in foster care in the State of Wisconsin.

1 U.S. Bureau o~ the Cenans, Census of ,Population: 1970. Volume I. Characterl~tlc~ ot
the Populatlon, Pnrt 51, "Wisconsin" (U.S. Go,-ernment Printing Office: Washington,
D.C. : 1973), p, 51-aD.

'U.S. nur~nu of -the Census, ~ensl1s o~ Population: 1970: subject Reports. Final Rr-nor t
rC(Z)-lF, American Indians" (Wnshln;:ton, D.C.: U.S. Government Prln tlng' Ofllce :
1073). Tahle 2, "Age of the Indian Population by Sex and Urban and Rural Residence:
1970," p. 16. .

3 ~etter lind statistics from IIIr. Frank Newg-ent. Administrator. Division of F',mlly
S~:'~};i~:' Wisconsin Department of Health and Social Services, April 25, 1973.

• Hid.
e J"'i-rf.
1 Natlon,~l Cent.er for Social Statistic•• U,S. Department of Health. P.lucatlon nnd

We1far~, Chllrlrcn Served by Public Welfare Al!enclts and Voluntary Chiid Welfare
Al!enciep and Instttutlons, March 11173." DREW Publication No. (SRS) 76-{)3258. NCSS
Report E-9 (3/73). November 1975. Table 4. p. 10.
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III. COMBINED FOSTER CARE AND ADOPTIVE CARE

Using the above figures, a total of 1,278 under twenty-one year old American
'Indian children are either in foster care or adoptive homes In the State of Wls­
-consln, This represents one out of every 8 Indian children. A total of 14,554
:non-Indlan children are in foster care or adoptive homes, representing one out of
·every 124.7 non-Indian children.
Conolu8ion I '

By per capita rate Indian children are removed from their' homes and placed
in adoptive homes or foster care 15.6 times (1,560 percent) more often than non­

.Indlan children In the State of Wisconsin.
The Wisconsin statistics do not Include adoption placements made bj' ilrh~t'"

agencies, and therefore are minimum figures. , " .• .: I
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'WYOYIl'lG ADOPTION AND FOSTER CARE STATISTICS

Basic Facts

1. There are 1.37,339 under twentr-one year olds in 'Wyoming.'
2. There are t2,832 under twenty-one year old American Indians in 'Wyoming.'
3. There are 134,507 non-Indians under twenty-one in 'Vyoming.

I. ADOPTION

In the State of 'Wyoming, according to the Wyoming State Division of Socinl
Services, there were an average of six adoptions per year of Indian children
from 1972-1975.& This datil base IS 'too small to nilow realistic projection of the
total number of Indian children in adoptive care. We can say though that dur­
lng 1972-1075, 0.8 percent of Wyoming Indian children were placed for adoption,

During 1972-1975; according to the Wyoming State Division of SocIal Services,
an average of 73 non-Indian children were placed for adoption in Wyoming,'
nlUS, during 1972-1975, 0.2 percent of Wyoming non-Indian children were placed
fOl' adoption. . , ' ,
Conolusion ' ,

Based on the four year period 1972-1975, Indian children were placed for
adoption ata per capita rate four times (400%) greater than that for non­
Indians.

II. FOSTER CARE

According to statistics from the Wyoming State Dlvlsion of Social Servic'?s,
there were 24 Indian children in foster care in June 1976,' An additfonal 74
Indian children were in foster care administered hy the U.S. Bureau of Indian
Affairs.·

The combined total of 98 represents one out of e",ery 28,9 Indian children ill
the State. By comparison, there were ·446 non-Indian children in foster care in
May 1976,' representing one out of every 301.6 non-Indian children.

Oonclusion
There are therefore by proportion 10.4 times (1,040 percent) as many Indian

chlldren as non-Indian chlldren in foster care in Wyoming; 57 percent of the
children in State-administered foster family care are in non-Indian homes," 51
percent of the children in BIA-administered foster family care are in non-Indian
homes.'

1 U.S, Bureau of the Census, Census of Population: 1970. Volume I, Charnctertatlcs of
,110 I~OPUlnu."~6 Part 52, "Wyoming" (U.S. Government Printing Office: WasWngton, D.C.:

19n(,id~' g,2riL30 (Tahle 19), p. 52-18D (Table l~P), Iridlun people eomprise 59.2 per­
cent orthe .to tatnon-wbtte populatton nr.eoroing to TobIe lap. A~cordlng to Table 10 there
arc 4,783 non-whites under twenty-one. 4,783 tlmes .5P2 equals 2,832.

• Telephone intervtew with Mr .•Iohn Rteinberll, Director of Adoptlon"1 Wyomln/: State
Dlvlston of Social Services, July Hi, 1976. A total of 22 Indlnn·cl1l1dren were placed for
adoption during these four yearR.

, I b!d. />. total of 293 non-Indian children were placed for adoption ourlng these four
yenrfl.

'Telq)!lone Interview with Ms, Jnnet '::;hrlner, Fos ter Core Consultant, ',Vroming State
DI"I.lon of Socln\ Sorvices, July 20, 11l7G. T"'·~nt~·-three of tbese cblldreu were In foster
f.mlly homes, and one in a reshl~ntlal troatment center.

• T~lephone mtervlew wl th Mr. Cly,]e W. Hobbs. Supertntendcnt. Wind Rlv~r Indln'n
Ag-ency, July 2:2, 1976. Of these children, 4i ":t":?n! in foster family ho mes, and 27 In
!"roup homes, Tbe tribal breakdown was: Shoshone, 12; Aropahoe, 39; l"on-enrolled, 23.
The BTA t1llurp." are as of Jnly 107n.

; ir,~;r.Pbone Interview vdth·Ms. JOliet Shriner, op. cit.

" Telephone Interview with Mr. Clyde W, Hobbs, Of). cit.
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ill. U.S. BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS ROARDI:'\G SCHOOLS

In addition to the above figures, 134 'Wyoming Indian children between the
ages of fifteen and eighteen were away from their homes attending BIA boarding
schools in other states, These children, all from the ,','ind River Reservation,
spent at least part of the 1975-1976 school year in boarding schools in California
New Mexico, Oklahoma, South Dakota, and Utah." '

IV. COMBINED ADOPTIVE CARE AND FOSTER CARE

Since we are unable to estimate the totai number of Indian children currently
in adoptive care in Wyoming, it Is not possible either to estimate the total numher
of Indian children receiving adoptive and foster care. The foster care statistics
alone make it unmistakably clear that Indian children are removed from their
homes at rates far exceeding those for non-Indian children.

NOTE ON FEDERAL BOARDING SCHOOLS

. In addition t~ those Iridian chi'ldren remO\'ed from their famllies to be pl~ced
in adoptive care, foster care, or special institutions, thousands of Indian children
(many as young as five-ten yea.rs old) are placed in U.S. Bureau of Indian. Affairs
boarding schools. Enrollment in BIA boarding schools and dormitories is not
based primarily on the educational needs of the children; it is chiefly a means of
providing substitute care. The standards .for taking children from their homes
for boarding school placement are as vagq.e and as arbitrarily applied as are
standards for Indian foster care placements, .

The table below presents a state-by-state breakdown of the number of Indian
children Hying in dormitories while they _attend BIA boarding schools.

BlA boardlnll
State: 8chool8t.udent8)Claska 664

)crizona 10,977
California 714
~fississippi ~_______________________________________ 197
Ne,ada 517
New ~exico ~ 7,428
l'rorth I)akota___________________________________________________ 481
Oklahoma 1,973.
Oregon ~___________________________________ 549
Sonth I)akota ~ 1,207
1Jtah 1,093

Total 25,800

=
Indian children living in dormitories operated by the BIA for chil-

dren attending public schools '-_______________________ .3,384

~otal -- 29,184

These children should be included in any compilation of Indian children away
from their families.

Source: Office of Indian ·Educatlon Programs, U.S. Bureau of Indian Alfairs, "FIscal
, Year 1974: Statistics Concerning Indian Education" (Lawrence, Kans.: Haskell IndJan

Junior College : 1975), pp. '12-15, 22-23.

'0 Ibid.

o


