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Kathy Watchman - continued

We like to go camping in the mountains and go fishing, In the
winter we like to go ice skating and roller skating, We also
like to have Family Home Evenings around the fireplace, Recent­
ly we took a trip down to NeVI I-lexico to bring my married foster
sister home for a visit,,
I am learning to sew and I make a few of my own clothes, I do
a little cooking and go baby sitting, love to play basketball
and go horseback riding.

~~ two real sisters live in Springville and my brother in
Provo so I don't get homesick much, I enjoy doing the actiyi­
ties with the Indian Placement students, ' '

I am learning to organize' my house work to get it done b'etter
and faster.

What are my feelings about the Church' and the Indian Placement
Program? There are some good things up here and good thing~
down at my natural home, such as: I am learning more in school
than I would be learning at home, Since I have come up here on
the Placement Program I have learned alot more than I other wise
would have and so I will be able to live a better life when I
grow up."

RAY LEE BEGAY - Kaibito, Arizona - Navajo

"I only can create the future by setting examples for my Indian
brethern and sisters. What a good feeling it is to be an
Indian, though. Proud!!! Though my hair is black, my skin is

.brown and I feel no inferiority before my white brethern here at
American Fork or any other place where there are white people.
I feel no hatred against them. I only feel proud and they
(my white brethern and sisters) only made me feel proud. I'm
proud because the color of the earth is brown and the sky
is usually black before the rains fall and and bring forth good
into the world. For my people , for tomorrow I want to be a
leader because I was blessed at birth with the precious gifts
of independence and pride and this I will treasure to live proud
and free. I must and we, the Indians, must progress in the
white man's hunting ground, for it is our land too.

It is our 1and, it was gi ven by God to us to cheri sh , to harken
unto, to preserve and to protect. It is our duty to learn to
live in our changed homeland. We can no longer use the bow and
arrow to obtain our necessities.

To show our Indian brethern and sisters and to serve them, we
must use our new tools. That is, ambition, education and our
spirituality. As ~:e see it, "The Lamanites(Indians) shall
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Ray Lee Begay - continued

blossom as a rose." This shall happen and it is happening right
now. I am blossoming, we are blossoming, my Indian brothers and
sisters. Let's stand tall and proud to pursue our progression.
Let us break the binding chains of poverty and ignorance for our
people and serve them.

Be thankful for who you are and be thankful for your parents.
Also remember God. He is the one who has given us talents to
use, and he has given us a special mission. He has given us a
land to be proud of and to preserve and to cherish our freedom.
Make our people realize this, so that they can be proud and
free."

BEVERLY FOSTER - Flagstaff, Arizona - Navajo

Whom am I --- I wonder? To those studyi ng hi story I am the
first American. Hy ancestors were here .where Columbus first
discovered America. Some of my ancestors helped to keep the
pilgrims alive during their first hard win~e~in New England.
To the child watching the western on televlslon I am that
renegade who is attacking the wason train or burning down the
settlers' rough'log homes. t,lany think of me as a member of a
starving, underpriviledged group pushed onto reservations
where no one else wanted to live. I am uneducated, backward,
and unable to cope with the modern world that surrounds,me.

Who am I -- I wonder? Who were my ancestors? Do I have any
future? Slowly I am beginning to receive some answers to my
questions. Two years ago I left my mother and little brother
and came to live with a new family. This was not easy and
many times I wished that I cou]d,go b~ck to the comfort a~d
security of my old home, ways ,ana hablts. But my new famll~

seemed to care about me and they kept telling me I was a Chlld
of God. The color of my skin made no difference. At family
home evening they talked about a book and told me that it was
a history of my ancestors.

Who am I? I am a Lamanite(Indian) with great blessings prom­
ised me if I will learn about and live the teachings of the
Church of Jesus Christ. I am an American with the freedom to
be educated and the opportun i ty to 1earn to work. I have' an
obligation to become a leader and h~l~ ~y people ~o lif~
themselves up to assume the r-esponsibt l ity of the i r har i taqe ,
Hhom am I? I am a child of God."
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TO..110M IT MAY CONCERN.

It has been brought to our attention tbat legislation has been passed or is in the
process of being passed that takes away our constitutional rights of raising our
children in the manner that we feel 1s neccessary for them to :receive the proper
education and social values, ie. being able to send our children to boarding schools,
private schools, placement programs, etc. off the Navajo reservation without gov­
ernmental control and regulations. We feel that by being able to make these decisions
without outside interference we Can then take advantage of sending our children off
the reservation into an env1:r-onment that they will learn to adapt to be better suit­
ed to carl"Y on a 1"ole in the American way of l1fe. If you take these rights away
from us. you will not only be taking away our rights as parents, but you will be
hurting our children by alienating them from the other children of our country. We
have aeen the difference between our children who st.ay on the reservation to go to
sohool and those children who get the opportunity to go away to schools tbat have
better teachers, better equipment, and most important is the fact thllt they are
able to associate with a large majority of children of' other races. Those who have
the opportunity to go away to school get not only a much better education, but also
learn the roles and social values of the average American citizen by. living with
children of other races. DonI t take our parental rights away from. us. We want to be
the ones to decide what is best for our children without having the goverlUl'\ent
intervene.

For (·.:(~ll

:~:-, I l:~ 1'1. (l'i

(c)

. (f)
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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN I

It hu been brOUght to our attontion that legislation has boon paesed or is :In tho
process of being passed that t.skes away our const"tutional rights of raising our
children in the manner that V8 feel is neccessary for them to receive the proper
education and soc1al values I iel being able to send our children to boarding schools,
private echco'l.a, placement programs, etc. off the Navajo reservation without gov­
ernmental control and regulations. We feel that by being able to make these decisions
vithout outside interference lie can then 'take advantage of sending our ohildren off
the resoel"'Vation into an environment that they will learn to adapt to be better suit­
ed to carry on a role in the American way of life. If you take those righta away
from us, you will not only be taking away !)ur rights as parents, but you will be
hurting our children by alienR.ting them from the other children of our country. We
have seen the difference between our children who stay on the reservation to go to
school and those children who get the opportunity to go away to schools that have
be-tter teachers, better equipment, and most important is the fact that they are
able to associate With a large majority of children of other races. Those who have
the opportunity to go away to school get not only a much better education, but also
learn the roles and social values of the average American citizen by' living with
children of other races. Don' t take our parental rights away from us. 'We want to be
the ones to decide what is best for our children without having the government
intervene.
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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN I

It has be on brought to our attention that legislation has boon p"ssed or is in the
process of being passed that takes away our constitutional rights of raising our
children in the manner that we feel is neccessary for them to receive the proper
education and social valuesl iel being able to send our children to boarding schools,
private schools, . placement programs, etc. off the Navajo reservation without gov­
ernmental control and regulations. We feel that by being able to make these decisions
without outside interferenco we can then take advantage of sending our children off
the reservation-into an environment that they will learn to adapt, to be better suit­
ed to carry on a role in the American way of life. If you take these ri~hts away
from us, you will not only be taking away our rights as parents, but you will be
hurting our children by alienating them from the other children of our co~try. We
have seem the difference between our children who stay on the reservation 'to go to
school and those children who get the opportunity to go away to schools that have
better teachers, better equipment, and most important is the fact that they are
able to associate with a large majority of children of other races. Those who have
the opportunity to go away to school get not only a much better education, but also
learn the roles and soc1al values of the average American citizen by. living w1th
children of other races. Don' t take our parental rights away from us. We want to be
the ones to deCide what is best for our children without having the government
intervene.
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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN I

It has been brought to our attention that legi~lation has been passed or is in the
process of being passed that takes away our constitutional rights of raising our
children in the manner that We feel 1s neccessary for them to receive the proper
education and social valu8s1 iel being able to send our children to boarding schools,
private schools, placement programs, etc. off the Navajo reservation Without gov­
ernmental control and regulations. We feel that by being able to make these decisions
Without outside interference we can then take advantage of sarding our children off
the reservation into an environment that they will learn to adapt to be better suit­
ed to carry On a role in the American way of life. If you take these rights away
from us, you will not only be taking away oU'l' rights as parents, but you will be
hurting our children by alienating them from the other children of our country. We
have seen the difference between our children who stay on the reserva t10n to go to
school and those children 'Who get the opportunity to go away to schools that have
better teachers, better equipment. and most important is the fact that they are
able to associate with a large majority of children of other races. Those wo have
the opportunity to go away to school get not only a much better education, but also
learn the roles and social values of the average American citizen by living with
children of other races. Don' t ,t.ake our parental rights away from us I We want to be
the ones to decide what is best for our children without haVing the government
intervene.
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TO WHOM IT >!AY CONCERN I

It has been brought to oW" attention that legislation has been passed or is in the
process of being passed that takes away our constitutional rights of raising our
children in the manner that We feel is neccessary for them to receive the proper
education and soc1al valuesl lei being able to eend our children to boarding schools
private schools, placement progr&ms, etc. off the Navajo reservation without gov- t

ernmental control and regulations. We feel that by being able to make these decisions
without outside interference We can then take advantage of sending our children off
the reservation into an environment that they will learn to adapt to be better suit­
ed to carry on a role in the American way of life. If you take these rights away
from us. you will not only be taking away our rights as parents, but you Will be
hurting OUr children by alienating them from the other children of our oountry. We
have Been the difference between Our children who stay on the reservation to go to
school and those children who get the opportunity to go away to schools that have
better teachers, better equipment, and most important is the fact that they are
able to associate with a large majority of children of other raCes. Those who have
Lea opportunity to go away to school get not only a much better education but also

earn the roles and Social values of the average American citizen by 11vi~g with
~hildren of other races. Don' t take our parental rights away from us. We want to be
i~~e~:~e:o deCide what 1s best for oW'" children Without haVing the government
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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN I

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN I

It has been brought to our attention th9.t legislation has been passed or is in the
process of being passed that takes away our constitutional rights of raising OUr

children in the manner that we feel 1s neccessary for them to receive the proper
education and social valuesr 181 being able t.o send our children to b\)srdlng schools,
prlyste schools, placement programs, etc. off the Navajo reservation without gov­
ernmental control and regulations. We feel that by being able to make these decisions
without -eut.sdde interference we can then take advantage of sancling our children off
the reservation into an environment that they will learn to adapt to be better suit­
ed to carry on a role in the American way of life, If you tAke these ri~hts away
from us. you will not only be taking away our rights as parent.s, but. you will be
hurting our children by alienating them from the othel~ children of our country. We
have seen the difference between our children who stay on the reservation to go to
school and those children who get the opportunity tc go away to schools that have
better teachers, better equipment, and most important is the fact that they are
able to associate with a large majority of children of other races. Those who have
the opportunity to go away to school get not only a much better education, but also
learn the roles and social values of the average American citizen by living with
children of other races. DonI t take our parental rights away from us. We want to be
the Ones to decide What is best for our children without haVing the government
intervene.
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26.

It has been brought to oW' attention that legislation has been passed or is in the
process of being passed tbat takes away our const!tutlonal rights of raiSing our
children in the manner that we feel 1s neccessary for them to receive the proper
education and social values I iel being able to send our children to boarding schools,
private schools, placement programs, etc. off the Navajo reservation without gov­
ernmental control and regulations. We feel thst by being able to make these decisions
without outside interference we can then take advantage of sending our children off
the reservation into an environment that they will learn to adapt to be better suit­
ed .to carry on a role in the American way of life. If you take these rights away
from us. you will not only be taking away our rights as parents. but you will be
hurting our children by alienating them from the other children of our country. We
have seen the difference between our children who stay on the reservation to go to
school and those childrell who get the opportunity to go away to schools that have
better teachers, better equipment, and most important is the fact that t.hey are
able to associate with a large majority of children of other races. Those who have
the opportunity to go away to school get not only .... much better educe'tdon, but also
learn the roles and soc1a1 values of the average American citizfJn by living with
children of other races. Donlt take our parental rights away from us. We wllnt to be
the ones to decide what is best for 0'J!' children without haVing the (iovernmant
interven6.
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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN I

It has been brought to our attention that legislation has been passed or is 1n the
process of being passed that takes away our constitutional rights of raising our
children in the manner that we feel 15 neccessary for them to receave the proper
education and social values, lei being ab'l.e to send our children to boarding schools,
private sehoo'l s , placement prcgrees , etc. off the Navajo reservation without gov­
ernmental control and regulations. We feel that by being able to raake these decisions
without outside interference We can then take advantage of sending cur- children off
the reservation into an environment that thCJr will learn to adapt to be better suit­
ed to carry on a role in the American way of life. If you take these rights away
from us. you will not only be taking away our rights as parents I but you will be
hurting our children by alienating them from the other children of our country. We
have Seen the difference between our children who stay on the reservation to go to
school and those children who get the opportunity to go away to schools that have
better teachers, better equipment, and most important is the fact that they are
ebj,e to eeseeaate with a large majority of children of otheo:- reees , Those who have
the opportunity to go away to school get.. not. only a much better education, but also
learn the roles and social values of the erez-age American c.1tizen by living with
children of other races. Don't take our parental rights_,.~y from us. We want to be
the ones to decade what is best for our children withO""ut haVing the government
intervene.
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APPENDIX E-LE'ITERS

DAVID LARUE CRABB

Post Office Box 281
Dedham, Massschusetts 02026

August 9, 1977

~~·~}I :] ,

The Honorable James G. Abourezk, Chairman
Select Committee on Indian Affairs
United States Senate
Dirksen Senate Office Building, Room 1105
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Abourezk:

I write to record my whole-hearted support for your
legislative efforts on behalf of the American Indian peo­
ple. I am especially impressed with the standards which
your Indian Child Welfare proposal seeks to establish for
the placement of Indian children in foster or adoptive
homes. These clearly defined standards recognize the
unique values of Indian culture and are bound to promote
the stability and security of Indian family life.

By way of copies of this letter to your colleagues
On the Select Committee on Indian Affairs and to members
of the Massachusetts Congressional delegation, I am urg­
ing their favorable consideration and support for the
legislation proposed by Senate Bill 1214.

I wish you well.

:J)cerelY,

~rl,~)j£;~


