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an effort to create guidlines
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for Indian child placement and to develop national policy to

This legislation, which
protect the rights of Indian children.

would give original and exclusive jurisdiction over a dependent

to tribal rather than state courts,
Indian child's destiny

the self-determination and privacy
raises questions about

improve personal functioning.
" in foster care and

ning to bring their specialized tra~n~ng

, child care workers by developing a
adoption to reservat~on

girls, including those who are not
The staff members are also plan-
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brief course of study.

ff t the future course
Finally, proposed legislation maya ec

d i . al workers and
of the lAP. In Arizona, a group of In ~an soc~

. policy and practice guidelines for public
others are propos~ng

regarding all dependent Indian children
agency social wO.rkers

eligible for enrollment in a tribal
who are either enrolled or

In the past few months the Program has been enhanced by an

additional child welfare worker to handle some of the large

h progra m' s ability to function. Plans
caseload and improve t e

h for troubled adolescent
are in the talking stages for a group orne

pregnant, in an effort to

and has provided a unique and comprehensive' service to all three

, with the recent national
client groupS, a service in keep~ng

welfare and adoption to use resources available
trend in child

own Commun i t i e s and to give children
for children within their

with families with whom they will feel
an opportunity to groW up

As we heard above, David Fanshel, in Far from the Reservation,

fidentiality. So the full-blooded American Indian child, adopted

into an American Indian home, is currently without the legal pro­

tection of tribal enrollment.

CONCLUSIONS

wrote that "it may be that Indian leaders would rather see their

elected not to request enrollment of the child in their own

which their child is not, and the Pueblo tribe has an age

requirement the child could not meet. The natural parents

The Navajo code requires that an enrollee be of Navajo blood,

tribe because doing so would have violated their wish for con-
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The only certainty is that a child cannot be enrolled in more

than one "tribe. One adopting family, a Navajo man and a Pueblo

woman, were unable to have their child enrolled in either tribe.

adopted tribe. To date this has been a difficult goal to reach,

because of a wide variance of tribal laws and eligibility require­

ments for membership, complicated by confidentiality issues.

children share the fate of their fellow Indian than lose them

in the white world." 'The lAP's experience would appear to dem-

has cut through red tape on reservations and in federal, state,

and local agencies to insure permanent homes for children. In

the last three and a half years lAP has placed 57 dependent

children in 53 adoptive homes, has served over 100 birth parents

onstrate not only that dependent children can be kept within the

Indian community but that they can enjoy the opportunity for

enhanced racial and cultural integrity while protected by the

legal and social work safeguards of the general community. lAP
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placing a dependent child with relatives.
In some cases. the agency has encour­
aged grandparents to adopt a child, and
assisted in Inleg rating youngsters into the
lives of their extended family. To qualify
for the protect, one parent in a family
must be at least one-quarter Indian. Posi­
tive Identification with, and active involve­
menl in. the Indian community must be
demonstrated. No fee is charged to
adopting families. and subsidized ecce­
tton plans are ollered to lower' income
families.

For more information about the Indian
Adoption Project. write to Charlotte
Goodluck, MSW, Jewish Family and Chtl­
oren's Service of Phoenlx. 2033 North 7th
Street. Phoenix, Arizona 85006.

--Coordinated by Ina Jorge
A.ssistant to the Director

. .. ,. .
The Plight of the Wailing Child Is an
update of material excerpted from Chfl·
dren in Need of Parents. the 1959 study
by Dr. Henry Maas and Richard E. Engler
of children who are lost in the foster
care system. Unfortunately. the picture
the authors drew has not brightened in
the. intervening years,

To draw attention to the plight of the
wailing Children, the Center had the
figures brought up to date, and has re­
printed the study in conjunction with the
launching of Its Family Builders fund­
raising ellort. The booklets may be pur­
chased from the Center for $1,50. which
Includes postage and handling. For bulk

. orders. contact Patricia Becker, Assist-
ant to the Director. .

lAP Adoptive Family

to attract large listenIng audiences within
the Indian communities. But the most
successful recrultment . device of all
proved to be the personal contacts made
by the Project's Indian social worker. a
natlve of Arizona, who spread the news
of the waiting Indian children. Childless
couples, those with chlldren. and single
persons responded to the appeal.

At the same time, lAP contacted na­
tional child welfare and Indian organiza­
tions, to recruit families end also 10 slim­
ulate interest In Indian adoption through­
out the country. ARENA, the North Amer­
ican Center on Adoption's interstate
adoption exchange, has been very help­
fut, as has the National Association of
Indian Social Workers. This effort has
produced adoption applications from
many states, Find lAP has served families
and children from outside Arizona.

Families adopting through lAP have
been spared much of the red tape so
often encountered elsewhere. The adop­
tion applicalion form has been shortened
and simplified. Family studies usually are I

conducted in the tamlty's home. lAP is,
in fact. uniquely able to reach out to
Native American families In outlying
areas. The director ot the sponsoring
agency flies a private plane. At least
twice a month, she and the Caseworker
trav'el to reservatlons in the southwest
to interview applicants and to accept
new adoptive applications as well as
referrals for Indian children in need of
foster care and adoptive placement.

In keeping with traditiOnal Indian prac­
tice, lAP first explores the possibility of
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lcampaign close-up
I The Indian Adoption Pmlegl HAP),
I sponsorec .by Jewish Family and Chil­

dren's :Service of Phoenix and funded by
the Bureau of Indian Affairs, opened its
doors In 1973 as the nation's first pro­
gram to actively recruit Indian adoptive
families for Indian children.

Traditlorrally, native American Indian
children whose birth parents were un­
able to care for them were raised by
members of their extended family and
by others within the tribal community.
More recently, however, children for
whom traditlcnal trlbal resources have not
been available were placed In foster and
boardIng homes both on and off the ree- •
ervaticn. (Many remained In foster care

I until adulthood.) Some youngsters were
placed for adoption. almost all with non­
Indlan families in areas far from the res­
ervation. The great majority of Indian
children from Arizona, for example. were
sent to adoptive homes out of state.

The Indian Adoption Project set out 10
demonstrate that there was no need for
Indian Children to grow up so far from
their roots. Prior to the establishment
of lAP, Indian families seldom were rec­
ognized as a resource for children need­
ing homes. But there was growing. rec­
ognition that these children need Indian
families in which they can learn Indian
languages, values and traditions. The
Project hoped to show that Indian fami­
lies, apprised of the need, would come
forward for the waiting children.

In less than 3 years, the Project has
been responsible for the successful
adoptive placements 01·53 youngsters,
among them healthy Infants, older and

I handicapped children, and youngsters of
I mixed racial background, at whom 85%

have gone lnto Indian adoptive homes.
Mare than half were placed withIn the
state of ArIzona.

Arlzona's Indian residents live on res­
ervations and in urban areas, necessttat­
ing a broad network of contacts among
tribal groups, the Bureau of Indian Af­
fairs, and the social workers of the Pub­
lic Health S,ervice and the Department of
Economic Security, as well as urban
Indian centers. church and recreation
groups. To reach these diverse and far·
flung groups. -mcran and general com­
munity newspapers ran articles about the
need for Indian families, and radio spots
were broadcast by those stations known

This legisla-

However, it does offer some

The lAP certainly offers no final answers on the best choices
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rights of the natural parents, questions which should be asked

by interested persons in the child welfare field.

tion may alter the work of the lAP, but it is hoped that what­

ever Congress and tribal governments do will enhance the future

of Indian children yet to be born.

for all dependent Indian children.

tentative suggestions, and for many specific children has pro­

vided an opportunity for a secure future.


