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Cenre r i " I expressed my delight at the significance of this, but was soon

distressed when told, "We don't go there because the people that work

there don't help us." This was literally true, because the Indian workers

were untrained and unable to conceptualize their responsibilities. I feel

A social worker with a MSW is trained in administration and

delivery of social welfare services. Furthermore, an Indian MSW

from the reservation being served could interpret the Federal guide­

lines to fit the tribal way of life. The term" self determination" could

that an Indian social worker at the graduate level of training could have

made the health center a reality.

When I served as a board member of the San Jose Indian Ce nrer in

San Jose, we concluded t.hat the main purpose of the Center was to pro­

vide employment for Indians that were termed unemployable. I have to

become a reality.

,At this time there is a relatively small population of Indian MSW's.

Charles Farris (Cherokee), Director of the NIMH Indian GradUate

Social Work Program at Barry College, Florida. estimates that there

are ZOO or more Indian MSW's in 1977 with',more graduating as MSW's

on rese~vations or in urban Indian areas.

small, should be more than adequate.

Indian MSW' s could coordinate with Indian Family Development programs

Once Indian MSW's are

University-Sacramento.

A pool of potential social workers to implement my recommende,d

additional feature in Sec. ZOZ of Title II, S. 3777, although relatively

Formal school programs for

established on reservation, they would almost certainly further social

work education on the reservation and recruit. Indians into BA social

work programs, providing a further pool of social workers through the

in the same year.

There are nine social work graduate schools that have formed

recruitment and educational programs 'for Indians: The University of

Washington. University of Minpesota-Duluth, University of Oklahoma,

University of Utah, Barry College, Florida, Arizona State University,

Portland State University, University of Denver, and California State

refused to come to us, as we could only cause them more p roblerns .

Untrained, non-professional staff were incapable of evaluating properly

the problems of the clients, and often made inappropriate refel'rals and

raised hopes unrealistically. Here again, I would like to see an Indian

admit that, as a social agency. we were a failure. Many urban Indians

in Wichita, Kansas, said he could find Indians with college degrees, but

none that could serve as effective administrators 'of health and w~lfare

are not trained, or are trained in a field othe r than the one in which they

are employed. Jay Hunter, Director of The All Amez-i can-Jndian Cente r

social worker at the graduate level in charge of the social welfare part

of an Indian Center. I personally cannot see how programs that are oper­

ated under Federal guide lines, that are designed to utilize pzofe s s ional

workers, can be expected to achieve any success if improperly educated,

and unprofessional people implement them! The people who are employed

in Federal programs on the reservation or in the Urban Indi.an Centers

pro"grams. I find that Indian people can be corne excellent directors of

programs on the reservations. There it ends. To direct but be unable

tribe itself.

We should not forget the non-Indian social worke r who is capable

to deliver the services is self-defeating.
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of working with an Indian population. At Barry College, Florida, many

non-Indian graduate social work students choose the Indian project as'

their field placement, spending a year on the Seminole reservations.

Many learn to work effectively in a different culture. They learn to

slow down or "shift gears," that industrial, 'artificial time is not

"obeyed" on the reservation, that appointments can be construed as an

insult, that consultation is done under different circumstances. For

example, you may find two extra people in what you thought was a pri­

vate one-to-one interview, or your one-to-one may take place i.n a

family's yard. The students learn that the bureaucratic structure on'

a reservation (it's there) Include s clan, family, and personal hierarchy.

Above all, the non-Indian student hopefully loses his stereotyped view

of the Indian. Non-Indians with this training could be imple~ented in

Sec. Z02 of The Indian Family Development Program of S. 3777, pro­

viding a further source of social .wo rk personnel.

Proponents of S. 3777 could work with programs such as Barry Col­

lege's NIMH Indian Social Work Program to assure that qualified social

workers would fill strategic positions in the implementation of S. 3777.

My position is that a social worker at the graduatelev~lMSW, pre­

ferably of Indian heritage, must be included in'fhe Title II, Indian Family

Development Sec. 202 of the proposed act S. 3777,' to make it a workable

program when it is implemented.

I
I
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SUMMARY

The proposed Act S. 3777 entitled~~ Child Welfare~

~ 1976 represents a substantial step toward self determination of

Indian tribe s ,

What is needed is a well conceived, more specific way to assure

that it will be a workable program when implemented. If amendments

such as those I have suggested are made to the 'proposed act, the goals

which the act has set will become a reality. Then we will see Indian

tribes and professional Indian social workers, providing adequate care

to Indian children and their families while preserving the integrity of

the tribal way of life.
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Native American Indian children whose birth parents cannot

care for them traditionally have been cared for by extended family

member~ or by others within the tribal community. In recent

years, those children for whom traditional tribal resources have

not been available have been placed in foster and boarding homes

on and off the reservation. Many have remained in foster care

until adulthood. Some have been placed in permanent legal adop-

tion, but the adoptive homes have almost been exclusively non-

Indian. Nearly all Arizona Indian children placed in adoption

in past years were sent out of state.

The first major effort to place Indian children in adoption

was a joint Bureau of Indian Affairs-Child Welfare League of

America Indian Adoption Project; this projec~, together with its

successor, CWLA '.s Adoption Resource Exchange of North America

(ARENA), placed 650 Indian children in mostly non-Indian homes

in 39 states between 1958 and 1972.

The Indian Adoption Program, sponsored by Jewish Family and

Children's Service of Phoenix and funded by the Bureau of Indian

Affairs, opened its doors in 1973 as the nation's first program

to actively recruit Indian families for Indian children. Between

November, 1973 and April, 1977--just over three years-- the Indian

Adoption Program has placed 57 children in adoptive homes, among

them healthy infants, older children and several children of

mixed racial background. Nearly eighty per cent of the adoptive

homes are Indian. Well over half the children have remained in

Arizona.
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The Indian Adoption Program's primary goal was to find a

permanent and secure home for Indian children designated as

dependent and neglected. lAP has aimed to include the following:

Counseling for birth parents, with boarding care and supportive

services as needed, legal services to children without adequate

family custodians, appropriate foster care when needed, preparation

of prospective Indian adoptive families for placement, preplace­

ment services, post placement adoptive services and subsidized

adoption.

Jewish Family and Children's Service undertook the Indian

Adoption Program as a demonstration project, growing out of the

agency's own sectarian awareness of the importance of ethnic

identity and of the fact that a child's growth and development

may be enhanced by the degree to Which he identifies with his

family and cultural heritage. The agency knew, too, of the desire

of Jewish people to see their dependent children remain in Jewish

families; it was possible to understand th .at Ind~an people felt

this way as well. As a private child welfare agency in an area

with a high percentage of dependent Indian children, Jewish Fam-'

ily and Children's Service of Phoenix elected to demonstrate that

Indian adoptive families could be found for Indian children, with

the aim of developing the skills of Indian groups' and newly gradu­

ating Indian professional social workers ultimately to provide a

full range of child welfare services within the Indian community.

This paper will begin with a discussion of two prior studies

on the adoption of Indian children and a summary of a recent study

of the lAP. We will then look directly at the lAP, focusing on

its unique efforts to recruit Indian adoptive families, services

provided .to birth families and dependent children, and post place­

ment services to the adoptive children and families. We will

conclude with brief remarks about the future course of services

to Indian dependent children.

STUDIES OF THE ADOPTION OF INDIAN CHILDREN

There are only two known published studies of the adoption

of Indian children, both of which focus on interracial place­

ment. "Adoptive Placement of Indian Children" by Arnold Lyslo

(1967)1 describes the results of a 1966 analysis by the Child

Welfare League of America of statistics on placements of Indian

children. Only 7 per cent of the adopting families had at least

one Indian parent. There were reports that Indian communities,

including the Hopi and Navajo in Arizona, were opposed to non-

Indian homes for their children. Agencies studied reported

some problems of placement of Indian children involving the

physical and emotional health and age of the children as well as

prejudice in the communitites of the adopting families.

In 1972 David Fanshel wrote Far from the Reservation: Trans­

racial Adoption of Indian Children, 2 a study of some of the 395

American Indian children adopted by white families between 1958

and 1967 through the BIA--CWLA Indian Adoption project. Families

included in the study lived primarily in the East and Midwest.

The children came from western and midwestern states, inclUding

1 Catholic Charities Review, Vol. 51, No.2, February, 1967,
pp. 23-25.

2 The Scarecrow Press, Metucken, New Jersey., 1972.
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4 p , 342.

(3) Birth

(6) A comparison on

(2) Although most

Indian children were(1)

Reservation Indian families for the
(4)

(5) The rate of out-of-state placement of Arizona

tinguishabl
e

from other groupS of adoptive parents chiefly by

multiproblem, undereducated, poor and unstable, while adopti~e
families were stable, well educated and regularly employed, dis-

birth and adoptive families revealed that the former were largely

Indian children was drastically reduced.

opportunity.

child welfare agency, and many families took advantage of this

first time had an opportunity to adopt through a state licensed

to many birth parents.

being offered as one alternative--a choice not previously open

child'S best interest, and with adoption by an Indian family

casework directed toward helping them make a decision in their

their Indian heritage and identification.

The study confirmed that the Indian Adoption program is
providing a unique and comprehensive service to three

5 "The Indian Adoption Program: New Frontier in Child
Placement," Graduate School of social service Administration,
Arizona State University, May 1976 (Mimeographed).
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parents received supportive counseling and other services, with

following short term foster care whenever possible.

physical and intellectual handicaps. Children were placed

into the program with extensive foster care histories and with

several hard-to-place children--those who were older and came

adopted children were infants, permanent homes were found for

placed for adoption with Indian families.

and came to the following findings:

30 adoptive placements during the program's first two full years

analysed in an unpublished 1976 graduate master's thesis by Flo

Eckstein and Patty Fisher. 5 The authors reviewed in depth the

placement.

adoptive placements were

being raised by families

dependent children in a manner com-

__________________________Of Indian people. The program was

Reading a r, eport such as this on '
may dec1de that some ch'ld e, Ind1an leaders
through adoption even t~ r~n may have to be saved
of such placements is pa~~iult~e symbolic significance
bear. On the other hand 0: a proud people to
comes reported [in Far f' even w1th the benign out-
be that Indian leaders rom the Reservation], it rna
~hare the fate of theirw~~if rathe: See their child~en
1n the white world It' ow Ind1ans than lose them
decide. 4 . 1S for the Indian people to

children were

24 per cent from Arizona. Fof the' anshel focused on characteristics

adopt1ng families and experiences of the families and child-

ren subsequent to interracial

and large the

He concluded that by

successful and that the

with physical and emotional

resources far greater than those of the birth families.
Fanshel found However,

a moment at the end of his
implications of ' book to reflect on the

1nterracial placement in the eyes of the minority

group from whom children came. He wrote that minorities have

come to see the '1nterracial placement of their children as

the ultimate indi nithe~•••• It se~mst;l=~:t has been inflicted upon
Ind1an children is t' d that the fate of most
~eople in the United1~t ~o the strug~le of the Indian
j us t Lce , wh th a es for s ucv i va.L and social
the child~e~ ~ho :reefnadoption by white parents of
the current period__ sUCh t he most extreme jeopardy in
can be tolerated by I d' as the subjects of our study--

q
u t' n 1an organiz t' ,es 10n. It is my b I' f a 10ns 1S a moot

have the right to det:r~~ th~t only the Indian people
can be placed in wh't h 1n e w3ether their children

• e ames.

The Indian Ado t'

"

p 10n Program sponsored by JewishCh Family and

11dren's Service of Ph 'oen1X could be described as1 an effort t.o

a ter the fate of some Indian

patible with the wishes
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groups of Indian clients--dependent children b' th
p~rents and adoptive parents~-a service in k~e ~~
w~th the recent trend of child welfare to utill g
the res~urces ava~l~ble for children within the~~
own"nat~ve commun~t7es, to give children the op or­
t.una ty to grow

6
up wi.t.h families with which theyPare

most at home.

THE CURRENT PROGRAM-RECRUITMENT AND STUDY OF INDIAN FAMILIES

Prior to the Jewish Family and Ch'ld '~ ren s Service lAP,

Indian families were not t" 1ac ~ve y recognized as a source for

children needing homes. Efforts were made early in the program

to recruit from within the Indian commun'ty t b~ sale families with

good parenting skills who could 'prov~de permanent homes for child-

ren in need of such homes.

Arizona's Indian residents live on reservations and urban

areas, necessitating a wide network of contacts w'th '~ t.r i.b al, groups,

the BIA, and the social workers of the Public Health Service and

the Arizona Department of Economic Security, as well as urban

Indian centers, churches and recreational groups. To reach into

these diverse and far flung resources, Ind" d~an an general community

newspapers ran articles about the need for Indian families, and

radio spots were broadcast on those stations known to attract

large Indian audiences. B t bu y far the most successful recruit-

ing device was the personal contacts made by the project's

Indian social worker, a nat' A'~ve r~zonan who spread the news of

waiting children.

At the same time, lAP contacted national child welfare

organizations to recruit famil'es and to~ stimulate interest in

Indian adoptions. throughout the country. The North American

6 p. B3.
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Center on Adoption, Interstate Adoption Exchange has been very

helpful, as has the National Association of Indian Social

Workers. Adoption applications have come from many states, and

the lAP has served childless couples, families with children

and single parent applicants from outside as well as within

Arizona.

lAP has spared applicants much of the red tape frequently

encountered in agency adoption practices. The application form

has been simplified. Family studies are often conducted in the

family's home on the reservation. lAP, in fact, is uniquely able

to reach out to Native American families in outlying areas; the

director of the sponsoring agency flies a private plane, and

often she and the caseworker travel to reservations in the South-

west to interview applicants and to accept referrals of Indian

children in need of foster care and adoptive placement.

To be eligible for the program, one parent in the pro spec-

tive adoptive family must be at least one-quarter Indian. In

fact, seventy-seven per cent of adppting families are part or

full Indian, and one-third are reservation residents. positive

identification with and active involvement in the Indian com-

munity must be demonstrated. No fee is charged to Indian

adoptive families. Consideration is given to non-Indian families

who want to adopt children with special needs, when no appro-

priate Indian family can be found.

BIRTH FAMILIES

lAP has provided casework service to over one hundred birth

parents, nearly all of whom are Arizona natives referred by BIA
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setting. It was a useful alternative to existing maternity

families, the lAP supportive services have been directed toward

In several instances of young mothers from intact Indian

lAP services to pregnant women have included counseling

regarding living plans and exploration of the implications of

relinquishment and placement. Temporary foster care of children

has been provided to allow several young women time to decide

homes and other urban institutions.

about their future plans, including adoption or keeping their

child. A small group home was operated for six months to provide

a temporary home for birth mothers in a culturally comfortable

These young women have

In fact, many of adoptive families are

generally non~delinquent,

drug abuse; their

like their family relationships have

family disorganizat'on '- ~s frequently
Hopi or Navajo women have requested

service, which
to greater fam'l ab

~ y st ility and better tribal services

The young women served have been

significant history of alcohol or

Few

social services on Ind~an
- reservations.

been characteristically
poor and from unstable families. A dis-

proportionate number of th
mo ers have been from Pima, Papago and

Apache tribes, in which

seen.

may attest

within these groups.

Navajo.

sexual relationships,

tended to be casual.

'with no

Fathers of the children have tended to be casual rather

informal placement of a child within the extended family, most

often with maternal grandparents or siblings.

than close friends of the birth mothers, with similar multi-,The Indian female t d'ra ~tionally is raised to

The birth mothers
generally have been casual about their

education as well, either leaVing school
before high school gradu­

ation or living at boarding school until
pregnancy has required

them to leave.

Limited direct services have been given toproblem lifestyles.

planning for the child. Many fathers believe the child is the

sole responsibility of the mother but are cooperative in provid-

the fathers, including supportive counseling and inclusion in

ing useful information about themselves in behalf of the child.

The Stanley vs. Illinois decision requiring that fathers be

notified of the mother's wish to place the child for adoption

unmarried father is not routinely contacted by the tribal court.

and given an opportunity to help plan for the child has been

followed in each case, even though on some reservations the

In one instance a 16 year old Navajo girl, pregnant and

unmarried, came to Phoenix for her confinement and delivery.

At the same time, out-of-

their newborns

family breakdown rather than

the primary reason for adoptive

children, in marked contrast to the

carry children, not school books.

wedlock pregnancy for some
of these young Indian women has had

the earmarks of adolescent rebellion.

Traditionally, illegitimacy h b
as een accepted among Indian

families and additional children
have been readily absorbed into

the extended family group, but with
few exceptions the families

of the lAP clients have b
een unable to absorb

into the family group. Extended

social disapproval appears to be

placement of American Indian

American white community.



424

-10-

Following the child's birth she signed relinquishment papers and

returned to the reservation to live. The baby remained in foster

care for a few months while we worked to contact the father, who

was away in military service. When we did reach him, he expressed

great interest in the child and resumed contact with the mother.

Extended family members then became interested and involved, and

ultimately the mother revoked her relinquishment and the child

was returned to her. Since that time the young couple has

married, and the maternal grandmother is caring for their child.

In this particular case the Navajo clan system, which is actively

involved in the lives of its members, stepped into offer a plan

that was acceptable to the natural parents and which ensures the

child's growing up wit9in his own extended family.

THE CHILDREN

Most of the children served by lAP have been healthy, full

blooded Indian infants under one year of age. All such children

placed for adoption have gone into Indian homes, often on South­

western reservations. Several older children, who carne into

the program with extensive foster care histories and frequent

physical, emotional, intellectual and social handicaps, have

been placed with a variety of permanent families inclUding

single parents and non-Indian homes. Five children carne into the

program with a history of seven or more years of foster care,

averaging 4.2 separate placements. One child had had ten place­

ments. All but one of these children have been successfUlly

placed in perm~nent homes.
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Services to children have included foster care and coordi­

nation of medical, legal and evaluative services.

POST-PLACEMENT SERVICES

Once prospective adoptive families are recruited, the horne

study written and court certification obtained the horne is con­

sidered as a possible resource for placement of a dependent

child. Guidelines for choosing homes for specific children are

those of the Indian people: Placement within the extended

family is first explored. A family of the same tribe is given

next consideration. Should neither of these fit with the wishes

of the birth parents, the needs of the child or the resources

available, placement with a family of another tribe is planned.

When none of these avenues is productive, a non-Indian family

may be sought. All the children, it is hoped, will have an oppor­

tunity to learn about their birth heritage. For most, their

adoptive family experience will help them to grow into adults

who are part of one tribe by blood and another by culture, but

most of all independent adults whose upbringing has enriched

their identity as unique human beings.

The agency maintains an active role in post-placement super­

vision and legal serVices, often in cooperation with other

agencies. Most families have elected to complete the adoption

through the state courts, although the lAP is open to tribal

court adoption. Some families have chosen both state and tribal

adoption.

Tribal enrollment has been a desired program goal, to

ensure tribal inheritance rights within the child's birth or
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at home.

in August, 1976, Senator
In the un~ted States Congress

an effort to create guidlines
Abourezk introduced S.B. 3777,

for Indian child placement and to develop national policy to

This legislation, which
protect the rights of Indian children.

would give original and exclusive jurisdiction over a dependent

to tribal rather than state courts,
Indian child's destiny

the self-determination and privacy
raises questions about

improve personal functioning.
" in foster care and

ning to bring their specialized tra~n~ng

, child care workers by developing a
adoption to reservat~on

girls, including those who are not
The staff members are also plan-
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brief course of study.

ff t the future course
Finally, proposed legislation maya ec

d i . al workers and
of the lAP. In Arizona, a group of In ~an soc~

. policy and practice guidelines for public
others are propos~ng

regarding all dependent Indian children
agency social wO.rkers

eligible for enrollment in a tribal
who are either enrolled or

In the past few months the Program has been enhanced by an

additional child welfare worker to handle some of the large

h progra m' s ability to function. Plans
caseload and improve t e

h for troubled adolescent
are in the talking stages for a group orne

pregnant, in an effort to

and has provided a unique and comprehensive' service to all three

, with the recent national
client groupS, a service in keep~ng

welfare and adoption to use resources available
trend in child

own Commun i t i e s and to give children
for children within their

with families with whom they will feel
an opportunity to groW up

As we heard above, David Fanshel, in Far from the Reservation,

fidentiality. So the full-blooded American Indian child, adopted

into an American Indian home, is currently without the legal pro­

tection of tribal enrollment.

CONCLUSIONS

wrote that "it may be that Indian leaders would rather see their

elected not to request enrollment of the child in their own

which their child is not, and the Pueblo tribe has an age

requirement the child could not meet. The natural parents

The Navajo code requires that an enrollee be of Navajo blood,

tribe because doing so would have violated their wish for con-

-12-
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The only certainty is that a child cannot be enrolled in more

than one "tribe. One adopting family, a Navajo man and a Pueblo

woman, were unable to have their child enrolled in either tribe.

adopted tribe. To date this has been a difficult goal to reach,

because of a wide variance of tribal laws and eligibility require­

ments for membership, complicated by confidentiality issues.

children share the fate of their fellow Indian than lose them

in the white world." 'The lAP's experience would appear to dem-

has cut through red tape on reservations and in federal, state,

and local agencies to insure permanent homes for children. In

the last three and a half years lAP has placed 57 dependent

children in 53 adoptive homes, has served over 100 birth parents

onstrate not only that dependent children can be kept within the

Indian community but that they can enjoy the opportunity for

enhanced racial and cultural integrity while protected by the

legal and social work safeguards of the general community. lAP
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placing a dependent child with relatives.
In some cases. the agency has encour­
aged grandparents to adopt a child, and
assisted in Inleg rating youngsters into the
lives of their extended family. To qualify
for the protect, one parent in a family
must be at least one-quarter Indian. Posi­
tive Identification with, and active involve­
menl in. the Indian community must be
demonstrated. No fee is charged to
adopting families. and subsidized ecce­
tton plans are ollered to lower' income
families.

For more information about the Indian
Adoption Project. write to Charlotte
Goodluck, MSW, Jewish Family and Chtl­
oren's Service of Phoenlx. 2033 North 7th
Street. Phoenix, Arizona 85006.

--Coordinated by Ina Jorge
A.ssistant to the Director

. .. ,. .
The Plight of the Wailing Child Is an
update of material excerpted from Chfl·
dren in Need of Parents. the 1959 study
by Dr. Henry Maas and Richard E. Engler
of children who are lost in the foster
care system. Unfortunately. the picture
the authors drew has not brightened in
the. intervening years,

To draw attention to the plight of the
wailing Children, the Center had the
figures brought up to date, and has re­
printed the study in conjunction with the
launching of Its Family Builders fund­
raising ellort. The booklets may be pur­
chased from the Center for $1,50. which
Includes postage and handling. For bulk

. orders. contact Patricia Becker, Assist-
ant to the Director. .

lAP Adoptive Family

to attract large listenIng audiences within
the Indian communities. But the most
successful recrultment . device of all
proved to be the personal contacts made
by the Project's Indian social worker. a
natlve of Arizona, who spread the news
of the waiting Indian children. Childless
couples, those with chlldren. and single
persons responded to the appeal.

At the same time, lAP contacted na­
tional child welfare and Indian organiza­
tions, to recruit families end also 10 slim­
ulate interest In Indian adoption through­
out the country. ARENA, the North Amer­
ican Center on Adoption's interstate
adoption exchange, has been very help­
fut, as has the National Association of
Indian Social Workers. This effort has
produced adoption applications from
many states, Find lAP has served families
and children from outside Arizona.

Families adopting through lAP have
been spared much of the red tape so
often encountered elsewhere. The adop­
tion applicalion form has been shortened
and simplified. Family studies usually are I

conducted in the tamlty's home. lAP is,
in fact. uniquely able to reach out to
Native American families In outlying
areas. The director ot the sponsoring
agency flies a private plane. At least
twice a month, she and the Caseworker
trav'el to reservatlons in the southwest
to interview applicants and to accept
new adoptive applications as well as
referrals for Indian children in need of
foster care and adoptive placement.

In keeping with traditiOnal Indian prac­
tice, lAP first explores the possibility of

RESCREElI & SQ!11i1E III\LFfO:';"S
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lcampaign close-up
I The Indian Adoption Pmlegl HAP),
I sponsorec .by Jewish Family and Chil­

dren's :Service of Phoenix and funded by
the Bureau of Indian Affairs, opened its
doors In 1973 as the nation's first pro­
gram to actively recruit Indian adoptive
families for Indian children.

Traditlorrally, native American Indian
children whose birth parents were un­
able to care for them were raised by
members of their extended family and
by others within the tribal community.
More recently, however, children for
whom traditlcnal trlbal resources have not
been available were placed In foster and
boardIng homes both on and off the ree- •
ervaticn. (Many remained In foster care

I until adulthood.) Some youngsters were
placed for adoption. almost all with non­
Indlan families in areas far from the res­
ervation. The great majority of Indian
children from Arizona, for example. were
sent to adoptive homes out of state.

The Indian Adoption Project set out 10
demonstrate that there was no need for
Indian Children to grow up so far from
their roots. Prior to the establishment
of lAP, Indian families seldom were rec­
ognized as a resource for children need­
ing homes. But there was growing. rec­
ognition that these children need Indian
families in which they can learn Indian
languages, values and traditions. The
Project hoped to show that Indian fami­
lies, apprised of the need, would come
forward for the waiting children.

In less than 3 years, the Project has
been responsible for the successful
adoptive placements 01·53 youngsters,
among them healthy Infants, older and

I handicapped children, and youngsters of
I mixed racial background, at whom 85%

have gone lnto Indian adoptive homes.
Mare than half were placed withIn the
state of ArIzona.

Arlzona's Indian residents live on res­
ervations and in urban areas, necessttat­
ing a broad network of contacts among
tribal groups, the Bureau of Indian Af­
fairs, and the social workers of the Pub­
lic Health S,ervice and the Department of
Economic Security, as well as urban
Indian centers. church and recreation
groups. To reach these diverse and far·
flung groups. -mcran and general com­
munity newspapers ran articles about the
need for Indian families, and radio spots
were broadcast by those stations known

This legisla-

However, it does offer some

The lAP certainly offers no final answers on the best choices
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rights of the natural parents, questions which should be asked

by interested persons in the child welfare field.

tion may alter the work of the lAP, but it is hoped that what­

ever Congress and tribal governments do will enhance the future

of Indian children yet to be born.

for all dependent Indian children.

tentative suggestions, and for many specific children has pro­

vided an opportunity for a secure future.


