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rights of the natural parents, questions which should be asked
by interested persons in the child welfare field. This legisla-
tion may alter the work of the IAP, but it is hoped that what-
ever Congress and tribal governments do will enhance the future
of Indian children yet to be born.

The IAP certainly offers no final answers on the best choices

for all dependent Indian children. However, it does offer some

tentative suggestions, and for many specific children has pro-

vided an opportunity for a secure future.
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RESCREEN & SQUARE UALFIOYE

‘cémpaign close-up

The indian Adoption Prolgct {IAP).
sponsoreéd by Jewish Family and Chil-

dren's Service of Phoenix and funded by

the Bureau of Indian Affairs, opened its
doors In 1973 as the nation's first pro-
gram to actively recruit Indian adoptive
families for Indlan children.

Traditionally, native Amerlcan indlan
chitdren whose birth parents were un-
able to care for them were raised by
members of their extended family and
by others within the tribal community.
More recently, however, children for
whom traditional tribal resources have not
been available wers placed in foster and
‘boarding homes both on and off the res-
ervation, (Many remained in foster care
untl! adulthood.) Some youngsters were
placed for adoption, almost all with non-
indlan tamilies in areas far from the res-
ervation. The great majorlty of Indian
chiidren from Arizona, for example, were
sent to adoptive homes out of state.

The Indian Adoption Project set out to
demonstrate that there was no need for
Indlan chlldren to grow up so far from
their roots. Prior to the establishment
of IAP, Indian families seldom were rec-
ognized as a resource for children need-
ing homes. But thers was growlng. rec-
ognitlon that these children need Indlan
families in which they can learn Indian
fanguages, values and traditions. The
Project hoped to show that Indian fami-
lies, apprised of the need, wouid come
forward for the waiting children.

In less than 3 years, the Project has
been responslble for the successful

of .53 y S,
among them healthy Infants, older and
handicapped children, and youngsters of
mixed racial background, of whom 85%
have gone inte Indian adoptlve homes.
More than half were placed within the
state of Arizona.

Arlzona’s indian residents live on res-
ervations and in urban areas, necessitat-
ing a broad network of contacts among
tribal groups, the Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs, and the social workers of the Pub-
lic Health Service and the Department of
Economic Security, as well as urban
indian centers, church and recreation
groups. To reach these diverse and far-
tlung groups, ‘Indian and general com-
munity newspapers ran articles about the
need for Indian families, and radio spots
were broadcast by those stations known
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to attract large listening audiences within
the Indian communilies. But the most
successful recruilment - device of all
proved to be the personal contacts made
by the Project’s Indian social worker, a
natlve of Arizona, who spread the news
of the waiting Indian chitdren. Childless
couples, those with chlldren, and single
persons responded to the appeal.

1AP Adoptive Family

At the same time, IAP contacted na-
tlonal child welfare and Indian organiza-
tions, to recruit families end also to stim-
ulate interest in indian adoption through-
out the country. ARENA, the North Amer-
ican Center on Adoption's interstate
adoptlon exchange, has been very help-
ful, as has the National Associalion of
Indian Social Workers. This effort has
produced adoption applications  from
many states, and IAP has served families
and children from outside Arizona.

Families adopting through IJAP have
been spared much of the red tape so
often encountered elsewhere. The adop-
tion application form has been shortened
and simplified. Famlly studies usually are
conducted in the family's home. IAP is,
in fact, uniquely abie to reach out to
Natlve American families In outlying
areas. The director ot the sponsoring
agency flies a private plane. At least
twice a month, she and the caseworker
travkl to reservations in the southwest
to interview applicants and to accept
new adoplive applications as well as
referrals for Indian chlidren in need of
foster care and adoptive placement.

in keeping with traditional Indian prac-
tice, IAP first explores the possibility of
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placing a dependent child with relatives.
In some cases, the agency has encour-
aged grandparents to adopt a child, and
assisted in integrating youngsters into the
lives of their extended family. To qualify
for the project, one parent in a family
must be at least one-quarter Indian. Posi-
tive identification with, and active involve-
ment in, the Indian community must be
demonstrated. No fee is charged to
adopting families, and subsidized adop-
tion plans are oftered to lower income
tamilies.

For more information about the Indian
Adoption Project, write to Charlotte
Goodiuck, MSW, Jewish Famity and Chil-
dren’s Service of Phoenlx, 2033 North 7th
Street, Phoenix, Arizona 85006.

~~Coordinated by tna Jorge
Asslstan( to !he Dxrectov

The Plight of the Waiting Child iz an
update of material excerpled from Chil-
dren in Need of Parents, the 1959 study
by Dr. Henry Maas and Richard E. Engler
of children who are lost in the foster
care system. Unfortunately, the picture
the authors drew has not brightened in
the, intervening years.

To draw attention to the plight of the
wailing children, the Center had the
figures brought up to date, and has re-
printed the study in conjunction with the
launching of its Family Builders fund-
raising effort. The booklets may be pur-
chased from the Center for $1.50, which
includes postage and handling. For bufk

- orders, contact Patricia Becker, Assist-

ant to the Director.
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