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Commissioner William Hallet
May 15, 1980
Page Two

We urge you to rescind the recent Bureau action affecting
child welfare services; and we.urge you to consult tribal leaders
and your own field staff before proceeding further to implement
Title II of the Indian Child Welfare Act.

Sincerely yours,

Ned Anderson
President

cc: President Carter
Secretary of Interior
Congressional Delegations of Arizona,

Nevada, Utah, and California
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FACTS AJID TRIBAL ISSUES ON BIA
DISCONTINUANCE OF ON-GOING CHILD WELFARE FUNDING

Child Welfare ,Programs Under "0ngo~ng Child \"elfare fl Funds

In 1977, at the insistence of the Congress, the Washington office
of the Bureau of Indian Affairs set aside $3,800,000 to be used for
"ongoinz child welfar~" programs on Indian reservations. The "ongoing
child welfare" funds were not drawn from new.appropriations, but were
transferred from existing BrA programs, sucb as General Assistance.

BIA Area social service offices were instructed to encourage. ,tribes to
develop their own child welfare programs., emphasizing family. support
services, delinquency prevention -programs .and programs of support to
tribal courts in the disposition of child custody and child protection
cases. All parties were led to believe that the funds for tribal pro­
grams would be available on an "ongoing" basis, hence the term "ongoing
Child welfare" funds.

In the Phoenix Area, the following programs were established:

Delinquency Prevent10n

Fort McDowell - Year-round Youth Support Program
Gila River - Year-round Youth Recreation Program
Fort Mohave ) - Summertime Delinquency
Uintah-b Ouray Ute Tribe) Prevention Programs

Family Support

White Mountain Apache - Crisis Intervention and Protective
Services for Families. at Risk

Salt River Pima-Maricopa - Parent Training Program
Hualapai- Quadrupled a-smaIl-amount of "ongoing child

welfare" money by usi.ng it as rnatch for Ii tIe XX
funds for a family support program.

Court Support

Salt River Pima-N::;I.ricopa - Foster Home Recruit:r.J.ent, Training
and-Supervision; Counselor for the
Youth Home

San Carlos Apache - Indian Court Services, emphasizing support
for the Juvenile Court.

Cocopah - Tribal Court Coordinator
~evada Inter-Tribal Council - Indian Court Services and

Community Organization

Grants under Title II of the Indian Child Welfare Act

~llien an announcement was issued of grants to be made under Title II of
the Indian Child Welfare Act, many Phoenix area tribes submitted applica­
tions for programs designed to enhance or strengthen those already
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Remind all tribal governing bodies that Indian Child Welfare
grant fu~ds are awarded on. a.,competi~ive ~asiS. They are not
allocated on the same baS1S as banded funds.

Adv i s e the tribes that there is no guarantee that programs
currently operated with on-cgo t ng child welfare funds 'will be
refunded for ope r a t t cn in FY-81.

.~otify',all,.triba.l gov~rn:in~ bod i e s with.in. your.. a r e a of, jur i s­
·d~c~~on tha.;'we have been, informed that ther~.:~wi.l1 be no

.,on-gc)lngchild.we~fare.Jun.as f~r allocation~y ...t rIbe or agency
for FY-81. Tb t s i nc l ude s s pe c i a I accounting components 2269
through 2277.

I.

2.

Memorandum

To: Agency Super t nt e ndenr s , Phoe n i x Area
Attention: v Soc t a L. Services'---------- --

From: Area Director

Info:mation has be~n received from the Commissionerl's Of f t ceradv i s i.ng

us t.ne t ~Y-80 1S the l e s t year for On-Go i ng Child Welfare funding. In
FY-81 , these funds will be incorporated with the P.L. 95-608 Indian
Child Welfare Act grant funds. -

Subject: Discont1nuance of On-Going Child Welfare Funding - FY 1981

Th a s cha nge will.have a direct impact on a number of P.L. 93-638
contracts_'nowoperating with on-ego i ng chi_ld welfare funds.asall or
part of their funding source. tIe do not know when addt r aonaI direc­
tives on this, matterwill be issued from the Commiss,10ner iso.ffice.

However", there ar e some 'i n i t aa I actions to be,under'tak,eo" ~i.thout de Lay ,

Your immediate attention shall be given. to the followl.ngactions:

IN REPLY REFER TO:

receive
The

total)

~bat does the recent directive mean for Child Welfare Services on Indian
Reservations?

$2,000,000 - New money
$3,800,000 - Taken from ex~sting 110ngoing Child Welfare" programs
$3,200,000 - Transferred from General Assistance and other existing

BIA programs

In 1981, nine Phoenix Area tribes and two Indian organizations will
less than $300,000 for programs under the Indian Child Helfare Act.
other 17 applications for Indian Child Welfare funds (or 60% of the
were rejected.

established with "ongoing child welfare ll funds. In the Phoenix Area, 28
applicatl0ns were submitted. Phoenix BLA Area Office and Phoenix Area
tribes were not informed that'the "ongoing child VJelfare" funds would be
transferred to the grant program under Title II of the Indian Child
Welfare Act. Tribes assumed they would be competing for new money.

Phoenix Area· tribes now receive $660,000 in "ongo i.ng Child welfare funds."

The Washington Office of BIA has set up a competitive grant award program
with:

Effect on Phoenix Area

In a letter dated March 25, 1980 and receivec1 by tribes around April 7,
1980, tribes were informed by the Rureau of Indian Affalrs that beginning
in Fiscal Year 1981, "ongoing child welfare" funds.will no longer be
available. Funds for programs of family support, delinquency prevention,
or court support services will· have to be obtained in competition with
other tribes and with off-reservation organ~zatl.ons under ·Title II of- the
Indian Child Welfare Act. The Title II grant award competition is already
over for 1981. Phoenix Area tribes will be faced with scrapping innovative
programs that are already being operated successfully.

Indian Child Welfare Act
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Phoenix Area BIA will return topaY1ng only for out-of-horne placement of
Indian Children. Family support, delinquency prevent1on, and court support
services can no longer be 'encouraged. Tribes that used -their "ongo t.ng
Child welfare" funds as match for other social ser-ca.ce funds tvtLl. lose both
resources.

ITCA, ·lnc.
14MAY80




