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TRIBAL COUNCIL RESOLUTION NO. 84-19

WHEREAS, the Muckleshbot Tribe is directly participating as a resource
for effective implementation of P.La 608, the IND:J:AN CHILD WELFARE ACT and is
the only Indian Youth Home licensed by the State of Wasnington; and

WHEREAS, the Tribe has been experiencing major defiCiencies within the
implementation of programs under this Congressional enacted law for the 608
welfare, protection! and custody· of Indian children within our Northwest
and

WHEREAS~ because ~he Indian children are not receiving adequate protection
as mandated within the intent of this Indian Child Welfare Act (P.L. 608), it
is imperative that the United States Congress, Private Agencies, State Welfare

Agencies, U.S. Health & Human Service Agencies, and the u.s. Departmenlttr~O;f,e~:~~~:~:';f~r
exercise mandatiea contained within this act to ,guarantee Indian child p

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Muckleshoot Tribe hereby recommend that
f~llow1ng provisions be inclUded by the United States Congress incorporating
Within the appropriate federal regulations and aut.hori.z.rnq adequate funds to
tively implement mandates as contained' within this law:

L Definition of India~n shall be consistent with respective reservations
definitions of Indians and shall include Canadian Indian children as
qualified participants as per the legal language contained within the
u.S. and Canadian govermnent negotiated "Jay Treaty" for Indian

2. Inclusion of pxova.s i.ona that authorize State-Tribal Agreements for ef­
fective arrce'rventri.on for Tribal Court jurisdiction inclUding Juvenile
Justice issues of Indian children and State Child Welfare Agencies to
serve as va.ab.Le fr'eeouz-cea for the same, especailly in P.L. 280 states.

3. The U. S. Congress needs to .restore the 1. 0 million dollar cut for the
FY-84 budget and consistently appropriate 15.0 million minimum effec­
tive for FY-85 budget year for the effective implementatJ.on of the
mandates contained in P.L. 608 and increase this budqet; as in:El'.ti.ona"'~··.iI
costs demand each year thereafter.

4. Pzova.aa.ona need to be incorporated that specifically provide for .rncu.an ),
child aez-va.ce population,preventative programs, meri.t on success
gr~,· prioritize ~udget for Federally recognized Tribes, provide te,chll{(,~fl
aeaas't.ance to projects, and guarantee a three year funding cycle
demonstrated successful programs for P.L. 608.

5. -Include provisions that mandate Federal, State, Private, arid Tribal
Agencies to immediately notify tribe Where Indian child is enrolled an
vcdunt.ar-y and involuntary" Indian child placement cases. Upon this im­
mediate notification, the cnild I s tribe needs provision to obtain
access to the. childs full name, birthday, tribal affiliation,
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history, case plan, domestic relations, and insurance that the
childs tribe will aoide by the al).. confidentiality standards' as
required by the law to insure the childs best welfare, protection,
and placement is implemented in each respective case.

Include provi.sions in Title II, Section 201 (a) (3) ··to exercise the
Indian rights of pi-racial children wno cnoose to be. Indian, regard­
less of whether child is enrolled in the tribe or not, when one of
the parents is legally recognized as an Indian and pz'cvd.de a legal
mandate i.n this provision to all child placement agencies to i.nsure
the Indian child I 5 Federal trust inheritance and rights are guaranteed
as an Indian consistent with 25 CFR regulations.

Provision to guarantee that the childs tribe is notified in cases of
voluntary placement, with parents permission, by Federal, State, PrJ..­
vate, and Tribal Agencies to guarantee the Indian childs Federal Trust
Rights to their· cultural inheritance is exexc.i.aed: for the highest
potential benefit for the Child.

Include provisions that guarantee that the "qualified expert witness"
utilized Within Indian child placement cases obtains not only the
professional expertise, but is also an expert in Indian customs,
tradition, laws, and is legally authorized to represent the Indian
child by the childs tribe or the intercepting Indian organization to
ansure the childs inherent federal trust rights are fully exercised.

Include provision to guarantee that Federal, State, Private, and
Tribal child placement agencies notify the Indian childs_tribe a~d

jurisdiction is transferred to the tribe regardless of Whether the
parent (s) onject.,

Provision to resolve the conflict contained Within the spelled out
language of P.L. 608, the Indian Child Welfare Act and P.L. 272,
Adoption Assistance and Child Welfare Act of 1980, involVing custody
of Indian children in group and foster care.

Provision that mandate each respective state will comply with the­
legal intent for protectional trust rights of Indian cnildren con­
sistent with the Indian Child Welfare Act to guarantee Federal com­
pliance is implemented. Effective participation and consultation _
between Indian Child Welfare Workers, Tribe, States, BIA, and Health
and Human Services needs to be considered to finalize a cooperative
agreement that guarantees that all agencies will comply with the man­
dates contained within the 608 Public Law for the Indian Children.

provisions need to be incorporated that guarantee that an appointed
guardian for the Indian child insures expert Knowledge in _Indian
customs, tradition r laws, and exercises the legal protection for the
childs innerent federal trust rights as a tribal enrolled Indian con­
sistent with 25 CFR.
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AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution shall be routed
BlA. H.H.S., DSHS~ NCAl, and such other u.s. 'Congressional committees
act on Indian Child Welfare matters, and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the Tribe is requesting full support fr
the United States Congress to guarantee Federal Indian Child Protection R
be practiced by all federal, State, pr~vate, and Tribal Child Protective
Agencies and-that Indian Child jurisdictlon be immediately turned over
respective tribes within this nation consistent with .tne 608 Law,

C E R T I F I CAT ION

As Secretary of the Muckleshoot Indian Tribal Council, I
that the above resolutlon was duly adopte.d at a ~44I
of the Tribal Council on the ,,'til day of Qp&!!1- ~
on Muckleshoot Indian Reservation, .Auburn, WA, at which a quorum
present by a vote of -...!I.- for, __0_·_ age i ns t and~ ab s t en t aon s ,

~Au'" di:a Mu ..A.dvn-g
Eline J. 1ierez, Secretary
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Leo J.,La CIa
Executive(Necler

STATE OFWASHINGTON

GOVERNOR'S OFFICE OFINDIANAFFAIRS
10S1CapitolWay • OlympIa.Washington 98504 • (206)753-2417 • (SCAN)753-6780

1983

recommend and support the Huckleshoot Indian Tribe I B grant application
titled Muckleshoot Child Abuse and Neglect Prevention Program.

is reassurring and long overdue to finally have an 'Indian organization
th such high quality and experience address this most critical need
om not just a treatment approach, but from one of pr-event i cn,

e Muckleshoot Indian Tribe and the State DSHS and other State agencies have
joyed a mutually productive relationship for ~ number of years. Perhaps

of our best and most producttve efforts has been through the Mucklesboot.
uth Home which is a proven, effective means by which the Tribe has
dressed Indian child and family concerns,· especia.llyas they relate to

thild neglect and It)use, throughout -the -State of Washington and -the -enti:e
~orthwest. Should the Muckleshoot proposed project become a reality, the
·vast networkfng of State agencies and personnel would be readily available
and accessible to fullfill our responsibilities and committments.-i"

is therefore without hesitation that I fully endorse and support the
cposed MuckleShoot Child Abuse and Neglect Prevention Program~




