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Henry S. Maas and Richard E. Engler, Jr., Children in Need of
Parents, New York, Columbia University Press, 1959.

COMMENT

o

-report any race/ethnicity data to VCIS.

The definitions of race/ethnicity are in accordance with State
definitions.

The 1980 OCR data were used for those States which did not
Where the reported data
included combined race/ethnic groups estimates were made using
the OCR data. Adjustments were also made for whole month rather
than single day reporting. Some States reported children
receiving in-home services and these are noted in the tables.

The child population less than 21 years in 1980 was used in
computing the point prevalence rates. Race/ethnicity by age
tables for 1982 were not available. Between 1980 and 1982 there
was an- increase in the number .of children less than six years
and a decrease in the number of children six years or older.

The population less than 21 years decreased by 1.6 percent.

This note was prepared by Dr. Charles P. Gershenson with the

assistance of Mrs. Vardrine Carter and Mrs. Lois Harris,
Administration for Children, Youth and Pamilies, Office of Human -

Development Services, Box 1182, Washington, D.C. 20013. No

permission is necessary to reproduce thxa note.
additional topics are welcomed.
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Senator ANDREWS. Senator Gorton, do you have questions?

Senator GorToN. I will submit my questions for the record.

Senator ANDREWS. Senator Gorton has questions he will submit
for the record, and other members of the committee might well
have questions they will submit for the record.

Our next witness is the executive director of the Association of
American Indian Affairs, Mr. Steven Unger.

‘Let me assure you, Mr. Director, that we have your prepared
statement. It will be included in the record as though you uttered
every word, and we would be glad to have you summarize it so that
we leave a little bit more time for questions.

STATEMENT OF STEVEN UNGER, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, THE AS-
‘SOCIATION ON AMERICAN INDIAN AFFAIRS, INC., ACCOMPA-

NIED BY GREG ARGEL, PROGRAM ASSISTANT, AND BERTRAM
-E. HIRSCH, ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

Mr. Uncer. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I will be glad to summa-
rize our statement. With me on my left is Bert Hirsch, an attorney-
at-law, and on my right, Greg Argel, of the association’s staff,

Ten years ago this month the predecessor to this committee held
overSIght hearings on Indian child welfare needs at which it re-

ived shocking testimony from Indian people from around the
1 about their abusive treatment by State agencies. Those
oversight hearings eventually led to enactment of the Indian Child
Welfare Act.

The association is a nonprofit national citizens orgamzatxon, en-
tu'el 7 supported by its members and contributors, who are Indian

on-Indian. We appreciate the continuing interest of this com-

in Indian child welfare needs and think that congressional

is perhaps the most significant factor-in helpmg Indlan
ieet their needs.

“'The association’s comments this morning will focus on three

hich we feel are the unfinished agenda that Congress has in

gard to Indian child welfare. These areas are: (1) The need for

cal 'day schools for all American Indians, so that no Indian child

is forced to be separated from his or her parents to be placed in

Federal boarding schools. This need is particularly urgent in

‘regard to large numbers of elementary age children at the Navajo

ation; (2) The large and disproportionate number of Indian

youth® arrested and often incarcerated in the juvenile justice

systém;’and (3) The need, as we have heard this morning, for more

ate funding for Indian programs under the Indian Child Wel-

fare ‘Act, and for certain technical amendments which we have sub-
0'the committee staff. :

“Title IV “of the Indian Child Welfare Act recogmzed that the

‘v"mgévéWe» numbers of Indian children placed in boarding schools

& part of a similar concern to which Congress paid its attention

; :geth matter of adoptive and foster care placement of Indian chil-

Title' IV stated, “It is the sense of Congress that the absence

ly'‘convenient day schools may contnbute to the breakup of
families.” =

this‘committee ¢onducts its oversught hearing today, the most

Wmﬁmﬁ part of the unfinished agenda of the Indian Child Wel-
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