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This is an interview with a licensed Indian family. This was the only
Indian family until a few years ago.

Due to the communication of Duluth Indian Action Council and the In
Youth Program with the agency and the Indian community we now have eigh
licensed homes.

Question. How many years have you been in Foster Care?
Answer. We've been in Foster Care for eight years.
Question. How many children have you had.
Answer. We've had 15 foster children.
Question. What was the difference between your home and a non-Indian ho

to these children?
Answer. As Indian parents, we could understand Indian children and th

ways better than non-Indians.
Question. What type of Indian values did your home give them that they did II,p;~

receIve in a non-Indian home? /
Answer. We practiced our Indian culture and values and made them aware

their culture and identity. .
Question. Do you feel the children had lost contact with their families before

commg to you?
Answer. Yes. At least half of them.
Question. How did your home differ in this situation?
Answer. As Indian parents, we encouraged them to keep in contact with family

and community and also encouraged the children's family to Visit our home;
Many times we took the children to visit grandparents.

Question. What type of problems did the children have coming from a non...
Indian home that they might not have had if they would have been placed in an:
Indian home to begin with.

Answer. Non-Indian parents have nothmg to offer Indian children. They cannot
reinforce their Indianness.

Question. Did any of the children feel resentful toward the Welfare Department
or Social Worker?

Answer. Yes. They had bad feelings and felt they were not giving parents .It'
chance.

Question. Did you feel any lack of communication between you and the Welfarl;3? .
Answer. Yes. The Welfare would like foster parents to come to them with the;

problems of the children. As an Indian parent I could work out the problems myself.
Question. Do you feel as an Indian Foster Parent that local welfare departments

can effectively deal with Indian children?
Answer. No. Only if they have Indian input or have an Indian person on staff.
Question. Why do you feel more Indian people do not apply for Foster Care?
Answer. Indian peoples standards and ways of life do not meet the standards of

Welfare Department. The Welfare Department, courts, private welfare agencies,
are all complicated structures with which the Indian would rather not come in
contact with.

Question. Why do Indian people feel there IS not a need to use outside resources
such as foster care for Indian children.

Answer. Many Indian people would rather take care of their own.
In the state of Minnesota, foster care is a program designed to Insure the best

possible home situation for children. However, the program lacks many elements.
First is the ability of the local welfare agencies to effectively deal with minority
children. The lack of communication between social workers working with the
Indian natural parents and Indian foster parents. The inability of the welfare
system to understand and effectively work with the local Indian community
has been well documE'nted. In the area of foster care, 31.3 % of the Indian children
under twenty are III some type of foster care situation. Second is the lack of
Indian foster homes for Indian children. In counties surveyed by the Depart­
ment of Health and Social Services with large Indian populations, there is serious
lack of licensed Indian foster homes. The reasons for this are numerous, but two
things standout. The first is the amount of substitute care that eXists within the
Indian community. This is a natural outgrowth of the culture of the Amencan
Indian. Indian tribes have always looked after the children of the tribe. There
was never any need to use outsIde resources for tribal members. The other im­
portant reason IS the license reqUirement. Most families do not understand the
necessity for them to provIde an adequate home for other younger tribe members.
ThIrd. IS the bureaucracy that surrounds the entire foster care program. The
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Welfare Department the courts, and private welfare agencIes, are all complicated
structures with whIch the Indian would rather not come to gnps.

DIANNA MANGAN,
Foster Home Developer.

The population of Indians in Minnesota is apprdc;Ximately.l~. Indian children
Of all children In Minnesota 70% of cases guar Ian or palen s,

ratio IS 59 %. .' t 1 al uardian of 2989 children all of
CommIssioner of PublIc WI eltfadrethacts as 2& of total Public child Welfare case

whom are dependent or neg ec e, a IS . /0

load. . . 630"1 f 11 Wh'te nhildren somewhat lower than total ratio ofWhIte children . /0 0 a 1 v ,

8.2%. . h h h 195o/t as IS ratio of Negroes (16.6%)
Ratio of Indian child is md~c hlg e(.Mr ent~l &' Epileptic) 7.7% are white chil­
Children under state guar Ians Ip

dren,.1.3% of Negro
h
, and 0.8Y7 ;n~laf\otal case load. Indian children foster care

ChIldren In foster omes IS . /0 0 f 11 Indian children. Comparable
IS largest smgl.e catadgoNry accouh~tlds feO~ ~~~~~ ~hea total figure 15.4%, 19.2% re-
figure for WhIte an egro c 1 r
spectiv~ly. b f h'ld b race Public and Private case loads. Public totalPublIc nUm er 0 c 1 ren y. 0"1
case load of 36,256. Indian children were 3220=8.9/0

Key Counties:
Becker-55.8 %
Beltrami-47%
Cass-70%
Carlton-28 %
St. LOUls-l1.6%
Hennipen-9.9 %
Ramsey-4.4%
Atkin-7.6% (15 children)
Chicago-l0.8%
Clear Water 52.9%
Cook-23.8%
Hubbard-25.5 %
Itaska-13.2%
Kooching-25.5%
Manoman-72.2%
Mille Lacs-40.3%
Pine-17.5% (50 children)
Pipestone-l'l.8 %
Roseau-8.9% (21 children)
Traverse-12.5%
Yellow Medicme-l 9.1 %

PRIVATE AGENCY

. (St P 1) 458o/t case load Lutherans
Catholic Social SCIence ASSOCIatIon . au . 0

4.7% IS Indian. . h' ttl 36256-3220 are Indian Parents 25,426, Indian
Childrens guardIans IpS 0 a ,

1904 .
CommissIOner of PublllC tWdelg~~~ total 627 Indian (20 %?)
A Dependent or neg ec e . ~. '
B: 2376 Mental or Epilept~c, 26 llldian not take our kIds who are.

This doesn't mean t~ere ~ren tda~~vaT:yTotal 3154, Indian 454
Legal custody for voun

l
y atnk ~ardianshiP away double the rate on Indian

Of County Welfare ro es a e g

Parents W'h·t /6984 N egro/1505, Indian/934
Henn'epln County Case load 9475- 1 e ,

Other/52 0 Wh·t /1298 N egro/296 Indian/268
Foster Homes: T?tal 188 --: T ~ ~. 5461' White/39l3, Negro/lOI6, Indian/510.
Those tha~staywlth Pl~r2e7n2t5s. Whfte/2307 Indian/317
St. LOUIS vounty tota . , . ,

With parents 188 d C ., er of Public Welfare 306 Total, white/201,
Dependent or N eglecte, ommlSSlOn
Indian/89. (1/3 Indian kids on Welfare)



L~~al custody-Private agency Total: 242, White/198, Indian/28 Foster
famIlIes-Total: 469, White/335, Indian/1050/3)

Rural totals of Minnesota 17,847, Indian/1695
With parents, 12,834, Indian 987
Rural PUblic Welfare Commissioner-total 911, Indian/283.

Legal custody or private agencies total 1959, Indian/283
Foster homes-total 2775, Indian/551

INVOLVEMENT IN CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM BY INDIAN
FOSTER CHILDREN

My involvement with the Indian youth of Duluth has taken me mto many
areas. One of these areas has been the Juvenile justice system and the SUbsequent
results.

Of all the Indian youth that I have been in contact with through the justice
system, 80.5% of these kids have been or are mvolved with foster homes or
group homes. Of these youth, the large majority of them have been forced or very
SUbtly pushed into forgetting thelr people and theIr culture. The cultural shock
of being removed from theIr families has been devastating to these young Indian
people. The forcing of alien values, beliefs and culture has produced another
group of very confused and unfortunately, partially aSSImilated or totally assim­
ilated young Indians.

The practice of removing young Indians from theIr families has become a big
business for white families B,nd a cop-out for the Welfare system. The saving of
Indian youth from their own people has become the answer to the so-called
Ind!an pr<;>blem. Welfare sits by: and gives white foster parents the Job of raIsing
IndIan chIldren as good ChnstIan Americans with a sense of value and worth,
ms~ead of allowm~ that child to remam m hIS home and retain a culture of beauty,
ratlOnale and spintualness.

Again, white people are getting rich off the Indian. The white man has used the
Indian's art, handicrafts, land base, bodies and now their children to obtam the
almighty dollar. The entire practice of foster placement IS a disgUise for further
humiliation, destruction of family life, assimilation of a people and the ultimate
genOCIde of the American Indian.

The cycle never ends for Indian youth because the child cannot relate to his
white foster parents and their values. He or she builds up a resentment that can
take many manifestations. Unfortunately. most Indian youth take the route of
breakmg the law and thus becommg involved with the juvenile justice system.
ThIS mvolvement only gives the courts and welfare the excuse to continue foster
care. The s.cale of Indian flesh by Welfare to white foster parents is a poor excuse
for a solutlOn to the Indian problem. When, in fact, the real Indian problem is
the, whiteman himself. The young Indian never learns to cope with his new
enVIronment because the foster parents far too often see him or her as a meal
ticket. He is never accepted as an Indian; he always has to change to the foster
parents Ideas of a young adult or child. School IS a problem because the foster
parents and the school have their pre-conceived ideas of the Indian as a 10 w
achiever who will never amount to anythmg.

The sensitivity and human care for young Indians died with the Sand Creek
Massacre, the Washita Massacre and the Wounded Knee Massacre. Money has
replaced humane attitudes in the whiteman's world and thus the Indian is sold
on the ~lock as a slave. He or she becomes a slave to a demoralizmg, dehumanizing,
meffectlve and outdated set of values and beliefs.

,There are no other conclUSlOns to draw except that the Indian has been and
stIll is being forced from his world into an alien one. The Indian is still not recog­
lllzed as a human being with rights and privileges, even though he was given
hIS life in all the major wars of thIS. century, honored hIS end of the treaties,
respected the flag and accepted the principles that this country was based on.

Stealing our future as a people is one of the greatest crimes the whiteman has
ever deVIsed. He Justifies it with the fact that the Indian is a "pagan", a believer
in the preservation of nature, a non-user of mineral resources, a non-destroyer of
the land and a family man. All of which have gone by the waySIde because they
don't adhere to progress and civilization. The whiteman has used progress as an
excuse to conquer and own all, including people of other cultures. No one asks the
Indian h?w he feels and what he believes, because after all he IS only a pagan
savage WIth a thirst for the whiteman's mediCine, alcohol.

The entire question of Indian parents rights has been violated. The Indian
parents have never been consulted about their children and whether they can be
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H a only be a 2 or 3 room house, but it
or should be removed fromdhomte. d·omge~tYa place of matenalistic values and
is a place of love and un ers an m , ld
insensitive Ideas about ~~e dar~er races If t~:n'Y~~o~es to Indian feelings, beliefs

The Welfare IS msensltlve an bImmorh 7ct for Indians and theIr fight to retain
and rig~ts. The ladw hbis n~ved de~xiftsem the Welfare system for Indians and
theIr chIldren. A ou e s an ar d awa with that standard, The law
parental rights and 0h~y the whIJema~eda~yhim t/get what he wants. Too often,
was cre!1ted by the whltleman

t
an ItSe~t hImself from his moral obligations to the

the whIteman uses IS aw 0 pro
Indian. d 'fi e because the Indian has done too

Only the whiteman cafn chanttse an t~a~haCt will the government do to equalizR

much of both. The need or JUS !Ce eX,Is ,
the whiteman and the AmerIcan IndIan. ED HOWES,

Duluth Youth Worker.

INDIAN FOSTER CHILD
, M t' 23 year~ old of the Fond du

The follOWing 1, testimMy MV~ncen; p:~tI~e:r~~t portio~1 of llls childhood.off
Lac Indian ~eservatlOn. dr. ah,~netst~r homes. Billy Blackwell of the IndIan
the reservatlOn and place m w 1 e a
Youth Program questioned him. f 'I?

Question. At what year were you taken from your amI y
Answer. September, 1963-13 rears old.
Question. Why weredY:°u

d
tTa~en. thought my mother couldn't take care of us.

Answer. My father Ie. ey , ?
Question. Were you taker,tloff the re~e~va~tlpol~~ed in jail 17 days while they at­
Answer. Yes. Twenty mi es away. .L \

tempted to find me a foster home. . .?
Question. Were you taken to a non-IndIan famIly
Answer. Yes. I d' f Tes havevou and your brothers and SIsters
Question. How many non- n Ians amI 1 J

been shIpped off to?
Answer. 14 families. . d h?
Questions. How many brothers and sisters 0 you ave,

Answer. Seven. 'd f ff t d'd movmg you off of the reservation-away from
Questwn. What km 0 e ~c 1 ?

your natural parents and famIly have on you. 1 f m my family, all my fne~ds,
Answer. They took me awaYIfrlo~~rrRyeofn~ia~ess, language, religion, bellefs,

brothers and sI~ters, everyone. a. a
my entire sense of belongmg. h f It the hurt of bemg taken away?

Question. As you've grown up, ave y~u e 1 ?
Do you miss the time bemg away from

h
yOU! peop ~iems for my brothers and, Isters.

Answer. Yes. I especIally feel for t e same pro
They lost everything. l' brothers and SIsters ever ?een literally rnstructed

Q1!'estwn. HavefYOue~ryoYuOru Indian People and theIr bellefs?
to dlscontrnue or org v

Answer. Yes. Definitely. th d SIsters ever been In trouble cnmmally
Question. Have you or your bro ers an

as Juveniles?
Answer. Yes. To a lar,ge extent. f th to your being placed m white homes?
Question. Do you attnbute any 0 IS
Answer. Yes.
Question. Why:? , t t a feeling of anger, they had stolen every-
Answer. It bUIlt m me a resen men, d'dn't care .

thing from me. I was mad aht thIe d,,:orldirrld:en in thIS 'area of Minnesota who have
Question. Do you know ot er n ?Ian c

been placed m white foster homes.
Answer. Yes.
Question. How many? h 'll I grew up m Sawyer, on the
Answer. Over 80% of theTchhildren lo\t e ,~I2~~e Since then I 'have met many

Fond du Lac ReservatIOn. e popu a Ion 1 .

who were also In foster homes., I d' h'ldren in Minnesota, m white foster
Question. Would you say, putt~ng n Ian c 1

homes by welfare IS bIg bUSIlless.
Answer. It certainly IS. '11 recover from what happened to you?
Question. Do you thmk you WI eyer
Answer. I hope so. I just don t knoW.
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PUBLIC LAW 280 STATES-CALIFORNIA, MINNESOTA, NEBRASKA, OREGON, AND
WISCONSIN

"The utmost good faith shall always be observed toward the Indians; their
lands shall never be taken from them without their consent; and in their property,
rights and liberty, they shall never be invaded or disturbed, unless m justified
and lawful ware authorized by Congress; but laws founded in justice and humanity
shall from time to time be made, for preventing wrongs being done to them, and
for preserving peace and fnendshlp with them."

The language of this ordinance was reaffirmed with mmor changes by the first
Congress under the Constitution in 1789.

In 1953, Congress approved House Concurrent Resolution 108 which, contrary
to the "utmost good faith" which is "always" to be observed toward Indians
and contrary to the prmciples of the Indian Reorganization Act of 1934, pur­
ported to end federal responsibility for Indian affairs. Thus, House Concurrent
Resolution 108 was the first formal enunCIation of the termmation policy of the
1950's. Public Law 280, enacted 14 days after House Concurrent Resolution 108,
was part of this termination policy.

Public Law 280 provIded for what seems to be a unilateral assumption of Civil
and criminal jurisdiction by states over Indians without the consent of Indians.
Many Indian tribes and people at this time objected to the law as written and
asked that an amendment be attached to the legIslation which would reqUIre a
referendum among Indians before the state could assume jurisdiction over them.
Congress did not heed to the Indian wishes, and it became law, as IS. There seems
to be a serious legal question as to whether Public Law 280 has any validity in
any state, regardless of how that state assumed Jurisdiction because, m the absence
of Indian consent, PUblic Law 280 as part of the policy of termmation could well
be an illegal attempt by the United States abrogate its responsibility to the
Indian people.

Throughout the admmistrations of John F. Kennedy, Lyndon B. Johnson and
Richard M. Nixon, administration policy has been one of self-determination by;
Indian people. Public Law 280 runs against the grain of todays national policy.
Therefore, it IS the consensus of the Indian people of Duluth, Minnesota that
Public Law 280 be abolished and new laws be enacted which would be in line of
the present self-determination policy.

SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS

(1) That an Indian child care agency (possibly the Minnesota ChIppewa Tribe,
Sioux Communities, and urban populations) be established and contract directly
with the federal government for all D/HEW and BIA funds for child caring
services; that is, set up their own field offices and case workers.

(2) To begm the return of Indian children to theIr natural homes or Indian
foster or group homes, and a drastic lowering of the adoption rate of Indian
children by non-Indian families.

Furthermore, that thIS Indian child that thIS Indian child care agency be gIven
thorough supervision of all Indian children in foster and group care.

(3) That Indian parents faCing termmation of parental rights hearings be gIven
thorough knowledge of theIr rIght to a court appointed attorney.

(4) That Congress authonze and make funds available for the position of the
Division of Child Welfare and Family Protection SerVices within the Department
of Health, Education and Welfare.

(5) That new laws be enacted regarding the make-up, operation, and philosophy
of all juvenile treatment facilities and mstitutions to better ensure treatment and
not pUlllshment.

(6) Recommendation on Public Law 280 (67 stat. 588) as enacted by the 83rd
Congress, 1st session, August 15, 1953. Pertaining to the onginal policy of the
United States of Amenca, the Northwest Ordinance of 1787 prOVIdes a oft quoted
reminder of "origmal" federal policy toward Indians:
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE,
SOCIAL AND REHABILITATION SERVICE,

Wash~ngton, D.C., April 18, 1968.

(State Letter No. 1031)

To: State AgenCIes admllllstermg approved ~blic assIstance plans. .
Subject: Eligibility of Indians, Including .chose Llvmg on Re?e~vatlOns, for

Medical Care and Services Under ProvlslCns of SOCIal Secunt) Act.
Questions have been raIsed which indicate States may not be clear as to the

eligibility of Indians for medical care and servICes prOVIded under the SOCIal
Security Act. . . . t . t . th

The following interpretations are aImed at resolvmg any uncer am y m IS

re'1
arf dians shall have the same nghts to receIpt of medical servICes unde~ a

State ~an approved under any of the pUblic assIstance titles of the SOICal Secunty
Act, mcluding title XIX, as do all other mdivlduals in the State who meet the
State's eligibility reqUirements. .. D' ..

2 In the case of a person who qualifies as an IndIan benefiCIary, the. IVlSlOn
of Indian Health, Public Health ServIC~, .:I?epartment ?f H~alth, EducatIOn, and
Welfare may assume residual responsIbIlity for medICal vare and servlces

d
not

inclUded in the appropnate State plan, and for ite~s that are e~~ompass.e by
the Ian if such Indian chooses to utilize the IndIan health ~acl1JtJCs, WIthout
affec~ing' the eligibility of the Indian under the State's medICal assIstance or
other public assistance program. . 1 . t 1 th

3 Under the provisions of its approved medIca assIS ance p an or? er
uhlic assIstance plans the State agency responsible for such plans has pnmar.y

fesponsibility for meetIng the cost of the services pr0:VI?ed therem for all mdl­
vlduals, regardless of race, who apply and are found elIgIble.

Sincerely, STEPHEN P. SIMONDS,
Commis8wner.

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE,
SOCIAL AND REHABILITATION SERVICE,

Washington, D.C., March 3, 1969.

(State Letter No. 1062)

To: State AgenCIes Admmistration Appr?ved Public ASSIstance Plam,. .
SubJect: Eligibility of Indians, Includmg Those Llvmg on R;eservatJOns for

. ASSIstance and ServICes Under PrOVIsions of the SOCIal Secunty Act.

Questions have been raised whICh mdicate States may not be. clear as to the
eligibility of Indians for financIal assistance and servICes prOVIded under the
SOCIal Security Act. . . t . t . thIS

The folloWlllg Interpretations are aimed at resolvlllg any uncer am y m

regard: . . ., . 1 I TV X XIV XVI and XIX1 State plan prOVIsion puttmg mto effect tIt es ,.L; '. .' ,

mu~t be available State-wide to all eligible indivI~uals. !hls mcludes StaleFt5cn
prOVISIOns added as a result of the 1967 legislatIOn WIth reference to -
Emer ency assIstance unemployed fathers, and foster care. . T

2. finanCIal asslsta~ce through the Bureau of Indian Affalr.s, lJJ' ~1{srtment
of the Intenor (as well as medical assistance through I~dlan ea t ervICe,
Public Health SerVICe, U.S. Department of Health, Edu?a,tlOn, and Welfare, (see
State Letter No. 1031)), IS not available to mdividuals elIgIble for assIstance from
any other source. d' Aff D tment of theASSIstance, therefore from the Bureau of In Ian aIrs,. epar . d' .d l'
Interior nannot be conSIdered a basic resource m determmlllg an m IVI ua s
ligibility for a federallv assisted program under the SOCIal Security A?t, smce that
~esource IS not actually available to persons eligible for the pUblIc assIstance
programs.
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3. The Social Security Act provides that Federal sharmg is available, under
certain conditions when a child has been removed from his own home as the result
of a judicial determmation. The court or other JudiCial authority must have juris­
diction in such matters. Indian tribal courts and courts of Indian offenses are
courts of competent jUrisdiction m this respect, and are so recognized by the laws
and regulations of the United States.

Therefore, on Indian reservations, the authority of the tribal court to make such
Judicial determmations must be recogmzed by the State welfare agency as a
proper authority for this provision of the Act.

4. ThIS issuance does not replace or in any way modify State Letter No. 1031
Which relates to medical assIstance.

Sincerely,
STEPHEN P. SiMONDS,

Commzsswner.

YAKIMA INDIAN AGENCY,
Toppenish, Wash., April 3, 1974.

Affidavit

I, Don James Morrison, duly swear that I am the above named person, and the
foregomg is the truth to the best of my knowledge.

At the approximate age of 6 or 7 years, I noticed that my skin was brown and
darker than my parents. I started asking questions of my father (referring to
adoptive father) and he would tell me I was too young yet to understand. I asked
my mother (referring to adoptive mother) and she wanted to know why I was
asking. I told her that my skm was a brown, and darker than her's. She told me I
was adopted and my natural parents were killed m a car accIdent.

My second grade teacher was the one that told me I was an Indian, around the
ages of 7 or 8. My adoptive parents told me when I was between the age of 9 and
10 that I was an Indian, not mentioning a Tribe or where I was from.

In recalling my adoptive parents, who were of Non-Indian, some of the follow­
ing incidents come to my mmd of their treatment towards me durmg the early
age, very small to 11 years of age.

I can recall at an early age that I was locked in my bedroom and the door
locked, that the sky was blue and turning dark; that an old washing machine was
m a closet, which to me was a monster of some kind. I started to really cry and my
father (referring to adoptive father) came m and I ran to hIm, wanting to be
picked up and he wouldn't, he started to leave and I followed, but he took me back
into the room. If it was not for my mother I would probably have been left in
there. I can remember at one time he dumped a barrel of around a 50 gallon drum,
which contained some rain water and rocks that I had been putting in there, on top
of my head because he got mad at me for putting rocks in it. Another time I have
remembered and can not forget is the time I climed an old crab apple tree and he
(referring to adoptive father) had me climb down and he beat me with three hoses
(regular garden type) tied together. Another inCIdent was when I used some oil
that I shouldn't have on a chain, and I was told to remove my belt and I guess I
did not do this fast enough, so my father went and got a bIg one whICh had a
buckle on it and he used thIS on me for a long time, I remember rolling on the
ground trymg to get away; and when he got through there was blood on my back.
Another time he told me to do something and I did not get up nght away and he
picked me up off the chair and threw me against the wall (the house had a cement
foundation) and I hit the cement foundation pushing my shoulder blade out of
place a little bit, and it has remamed that way since.

When I was told to do somethmg by my father, I had to do it right now and be
told only once or-he would glVe it to me. At one time he slapped me across the
face leaVing a red mark where he had hit me. When I made a mistake he would
let me know about it for weeks on end.

When I reached the age of 8 years I was started on doing manual labor by
digging ditches, .a bank on the place, diggmg up tree stumps, and cutting brush.

When I was a Junior m hIgh school, I wanted to go to an Indian Boarding School,
and my father got real mad, I felt that I would have been better off there. I had
a feeling of rejection from the kids at school and from my father.

I recall these incident as part of those that were not so bad.
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There was a lot of abuse that I took mentally and physically which I Just want
to forget ever happened. It is of my opmio~ that he tried to break me down
mentally and physically. He was forever puttmg me down m front of hIS frle~ds
and anybody that was around at the time. It was not until, Just before he dIed
that he realized that he had treated me very badly. He had never wanted me from
the very beginning. ..

There was no explanation of Indian, language. culture, history, or relIgIOn after
finding out that I was of an Indian descent.

My adoptive mother, was like a real mother should be, she protected and
gUided me through my years and life. Her protection of me from my adoptIve
father was what kept me going. . . ..

It is of my opmion that it IS too tough for an IndIan ChIld to lIve m an N?n­
Indian Home. After they find out they are an Indian, there should be an IndIan
around that they can talk to.

Done and dated this date April 3, 1974. at the Yakima Indian Agency,
Toppenish, Washington.

MARGARET C. GWINN,
Notary Public tn and for the State of

Washington. ReSiding in Wapato, Wn.
My commission expires February 16, 1975.

o


