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Albuquerque Area reported that 84 per cent of the boarding
school populat10n studied had children who were placed
there because of exceSS1ve trouble in their local schools.
Counseling 1s available to try to allev1ate th1s problem.
Muskogee Area indicated that most of the boarding school
population studied had experienced excessive trouble in
the1r local schools. However, it was felt that the fail­
ure was more academic than soc1al. Lack of parental
support was the cause of the students' academ1c failure.
The entire program of th1s boarding school is geared to
help1ng to overcome th1s scholast1c failure.

NavaJo Area 1ndicated a very small number requ1red
counsel1ng because of exceSSlve trouble in local schools.
Phoen1x and Southeast indicated that th1S particular pro­
blem was non-ex1stant.

It 1S the feeling of th1s rev1ew1ng agency that many
children are referred to boarding schools because they
are not able to adjust in public schools. Many students
responded that boarding school is easier than public
school and that they felt the child 1n public school re­
ceived a better educat1on. However, most responded that
they would prefer being in boarding school because of
more act1v1ties, the opportunity to meet other Indian
students, and to learn home practices.

3f PROBLEM OF JUST WANTING A CHANGE

Only the Navajo Area boarding school indicated a high
percentage (50 per cent) of the students who wanted to
go to board1ng school to get a change from their home
env1ronment due to the maturation process. The boarding
school adm1nistrator from Albuquerque Area responded
that perhaps 20 per cent of his students were 1n this
category. The other Areas indicated a negligible num­
ber. However, it should be noted that a large percentage
of students responded that they were in boarding school
because of their own choice. If this statement is ac­
cepted, then one must assume that the student is wanting
a change in his home environment.

3g REPORTS ON INNOVATIVE PROGRAMS FOR ACADEMICALLY GIFTED

Boarding school administrators were questioned concern­
ing the innovative programs for the academically gifted
child offered by his institution. The boarding schools
polled in Southeast, Billings, Anadarko, and Muskogee
indicated there were no such programs for the academi­
cally gifted child. Phoenix Area offers training for
the student skilled in art and Navajo Area offers ac­
celerated classes. Aberdeen, Albuquerque and Jun au
have some programs for the academically gifted ch ld,
however these were not explained. It is the opin on
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of the reviewing agency that there should be emphasis
placed on provlding specla1 programs on an indivldual
baSiS for these glfted children.

~n m~re ~horough1y studying the need for a specialized
lnstltutlon, several other areas were discussed with
the boarding school adm1nistrators. The response to
the number of social promotions given the students was
that the number was negligible. It is felt that this
was not an accurate evaluation. There was a similar
response to the questlon of the number of students who
were given the choice of boarding school or a reforma­
t~ry-type institution. Again, the response was nega­
tlve. However, as noted 1n section 2a, some ten to 50
per cent of the children enrolled 1n the boarding
schools studied were referred after comlng into con­
tact with the law. Also percentages var1ed from 75 to
80 per cent to 3 and 4 per cent as the number of students
considered to be problem children (those who have come
in contact with the law). -

A very small percentage were identified as be1ng re­
turned to their homes because of disc1p1inary reasons.
Albuquerque, Juneau,Muskogee, and Phoenix Area boarding
schools showed 16 per cent, ten per cent, seven per
cent, and SiX per cent, respectively. Only board1ng
~Ch?ol administrators from Muskogee Area and Juneau Area
lndlcated that there was a problem with the student
com1ng in conflict with the law dur1ng h1S stay in
boarding school. These experiences with the law caused
very few to be sent home. If a child 1s sent home be­
cause of his behavior, he is always allowed to return
the next school year.

There were expressed needs for more guidance and counse­
lor ~ositions.in all the Areas. The need for more pro­
fess10na1 Indlan people was reiterated. There is a de­
fin1te need for more instructional aidp.s. It was noted
that the reservat10n children need a thorough orienta­
t10n to l1fe at an off-reservat10n boarding school. There
was a comment that the boarding school should not be used
as a dumping ground for problem children.
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EVALUATION OF INDIAN CHILDREN WHO [lAVE SPECIAL NEEDS AND
ARE GENERALLy CARED FOR IN SPECIALIZED INSTITUTIONs

A Review, Evaluation, and Recommendations meeting was
held following the survey. In the analysis of Section 3,
Consideration of Indian children who have special needs and
are generally cared for in specialized institutions, tne
discussion of the NAIWA members who participated in the
survey centered around definite needs. There were many points
on which the participating members differed on the answers
given by the boarding school administrators.

The participants felt that there were many more children
in boarding schools who had presented problems at home than
were indicated in the survey. The same opinion was given as
to the number of children who were in the boarding schools
because of excessive trouble in their local schools. The
participants based their opinions on their personal know­
ledge of boarding school stUdents and their families and on
visits to different boarding schools.

They felt that many more social promotions were given
than was indicated in the survey. ThiS point was also
emphasized by the interviews from Haskell Junior College as
to the preparedness of the boarding school student.

The number of students who come into contact with the
law while in boarding school was extremely low, according to
the participants' knowledge. Also, the number of students who
had been in conflict With the law before they came to boarding
school was not accurate. It was a very small percentage.

Whereas there doesn't appear to be many children who
cannot function at a normal capacity in boarding school, the
present need appears to be for' the problem child. This is
t~e child who comes from a disrupted family situation, the
child who has many other problems to consume his attention.
He cannot place his full attention toward scholastic aChieve­
ment. If we are to honestly attempt to help this child to
function more effectively in society, we must help him learn
to cope. This requires individual attention on a daily basis.
The participants fn the Review, Evaluation, and Recommend~tions
meeting requested such an institution, or converted boardlng
school, with specialized staff in each area.

Another concern of the participants was the need for
group homes on the reservations for teenagers. Since it has
been' shown that foster parents generally prefer the pre-adoles­
cent child, there is a need for out-of-the-home placements for
the adolescent. It was the concensus of the participants that
group homes, staffed by Indian houseparents, could meet this
need. It was felt that every reservation needs at least one
such home.

84

351

Since there are no programs in the boarding schools
for the academically gified child, discussion was held on'
this point. It was stated that the bright child is very likely
to ca~se disturbances in the classrooms, because he is
under-stimulated. It is very difficult for the teacher to
plan for the average student and also to plan for the
exceptionally talented Child. A lower teacher-student ratio
would alleviate this problem. One suggestions was that the
exceptional student b~ placed in a foster home in an urban area
wher~ the child might get a wider variety of classes and college
preparatory courses. This type placement would be carried
put only after close planning with the child, his parents, the
SChool system, and the foster parents.
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