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EVALUATION OF INDIAN CHILDREN WHO HAVE SPECIAL HEEDS AND
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A Review, Evaluation, and Recommendations meeting was
held following the survey, In the analysis of Section 3,
Consideration of Indfan children who have special needs and
are generally cared for in specialized institutions, tne
discussion of the NAIWA members who participated in the
survey centered around definite needs. There were many points
on which the participating members differed on the answers
given by the boarding school administrators.

The participants felt that there were many more children
in boarding schools who had presented problems at home than
were indicated in the survey. The same opinion was given as
to the number of children who were in the boarding schools
because of excessive troubTe in their local schools. The
participants based their opinions on their personal know-
ledge of boarding school students and théir families and on
visits to different boarding schools,

They felt that many more social promotions were given
than was indicated in the survey. This point was also
emphasized by tine interviews from Haskell Junior College as
to the preparedness of the boarding school student.

The number of students who come into contact with the
law while in boarding school was extremely low, according to
the participants' knowledge. Also, the number of students who
had been in conflict with the law before they came to boarding
school was not accurate. It was a very small percentage.

Whereas there doesn't appear to be many children who
cannot function at a normal capacity in boarding school, the
present need appears to be for the problem child. This is
tie child who comes from a disrupted family situation, the
child who has many other problems to consume his attention.

He cannot place his full attention toward scholastic achieve-
ment., If we are to honestly attempt to help this child to
function more effectively in society, we must nelp him learn

to cope. This requires individual attention on a daily basis,
The participants in the Review, Evaluation, and Recommendations
meeting requested such an institution, or converted boarding
school, with specialized staff in each area.

Another concern of the participants was the need for
group homes on the reservations for teenagders. Since it has
been shown that foster parents generally prefer the pre-adoles=
cent child, there is a need for out-of-the-home placements for
the adolescent. It was the concensus of the participants that
group homes, staffed by Indian houseparents, could meet this

need. It was felt that every reservation needs at least one
such home.
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Since there are no programs in the boarding schools
for the academically gifted child, discussion was held on ~
this point. It was stated that the bright child is very Tlikely
to cause disturbances in the classrooms, because he is
under-stimulated. It is very difficult for the teacher to
plan for the average student and also to plan for the
exceptionally talented child. A lower teacher-student ratio
would alleviate this problem. One suggestions was that the
exceptional student be placed in a foster home in an urban area
where the child might get a wider variety of classes and college
preparatory courses. This type placement would be carried
out only after close planning with the child, his parents, the
schooi system, and the foster parents.
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