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Children who must adjust to a new way of life away from their own
cultural. g;roup often must overcome a language barrier, adjust to a
new rehgIOn, learn new foods, and are often faced with overt and
coyert racism. Some families, hopefully rare, assume care for Indian
chIldren for reasons of religious zeal, or even more appalling to show
off ~heir liberaf ways. T~is is called "rent an Indian progra~" by an
IndIan prof.essIOnal who IS aware of such liberal practices.

The contipued removal of chIldren from the reservation contributes
to destru~tIOnof the family. A woman BIA superintendent said
recently, m a s1?eech, that destruction of the Indian family was one
of the most serI<?~s problems on the reservation today, Lack of re­
source and capabIlIty at the reservation level will continue to facilitate
child removal. Emphasis on placement in off-reservation homes will
cause the ~~~ian family, to view itself as incapable, remove its sense
of respons~bIhty and ~nity, and contribute to continued destruction
of the IndIan way of lIfe.

There is a significant number of Indian children who have special
needs, who are placed by the BIA for care outside their own homes in
foster family homes, boarding schools, and other child care facilities.
In order ~o give assistance to ~he growth and development of the
whole chIld, the North Amencan Indian Women's Association
NAIWA, undertook the development of a prototype program fo;
Indian children with special needs, as these needs have never been
documented.

I r~co.mmend for Y01!r revie,,; the final report of the NAIWA relative
~o th~s Im~?rtant sub]e?t, whlC~ was recently pub~ished. The report
IS entItled North 4-mencan .Indian Women's ASSOCIation-Prototype
Program for a NatIOnal ActIOn for Special Needs of Indian Children
Program.". Th,is .report is, 100 pages in length, and I will not attempt
to summanze It m Its entI~ety here..However, ~w01,lld like to highlight
a few of. the recommendatIOns therem because 1 feel they are pertinent
to your mquiry. Please note these are only a few of the final recommen­
dation,S made by NAIWA. There are many more, all worthy of your
attention.

In the area of foster child care for Indian children, NAIWA
recommends:

1. When at all possible, Indian children should be placed with
Indian foster parents. .

2. In licensing Indian foste~ parents, the primary consideration
should be love and understandmg, not the physical standards of the
house. The house should meet community standards and have space
to shelter the child.

3. There sh~u~~ be an a?ti.v~ effort to ~ecruit Indian foster parents.
4. The possIbIlIty o~ SUbsI~Ized adoptIOn should be considered by

those dealIng with IndIan chIldren.
Also, in the area of program improvements desired for Indian stu­

dents w~o have special needs and who attend boarding school or
dormitorIes:

(a) Have funds commensurate with each program in order to meet
the needs of the school.

(b) Have ?ottage type living or small group living in dormitories
to lower ratIO.

(c) Have parental; community, and tribal involvement and support.
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(d) Have remedial programs in. all boarding schools in the following
orde~ of need: Math, SCIence, readmg, language arts, English, and social
studIes. .

(e) Have programs to stimulate a code of life that will aid the Indian
student to function effectively in present day SOCIety, including strong
leadershIp traI~~~~ to~ether with emphaSIS on cultural awareness.

(j) Have. flexIbIhty m selectmg trammg and putting staff together
to accomph~h goals by defining and assessing needs of the students
and developmg program and service to meet the needs on the part of
all staff.

5. In the area .of.chil~ren who have special needs and are generally
cared for m speCIalIzed mstitutions:

(a) In <:rder to allevia.te. the environment depnvation of the boarding
school chIld, the home hvmg staff should be increased.

(b) T~e possibility of placing the exceptional students in boarding
schools m urban areas should be considered.

Cc) Group homes should be established on reservations to serve the
teenager.

Cd) Specialized boarding schools should be established m each area
to se!ve the child who must attend boarding school because of social
problems. Such a school would have a small teacher-student ratio and a
small nu~ber of chil~ren in each h<?me livmg unit. It would provide
psychologIcal counselmg and psychiatric counsultation. It would be
geared toward preparing the child to reenter his boarding school or
return to his home environment.

Gentlemen, as indicll;ted, this report contains many more extremely
relevant recommendatIOns concerning the needs of Indian children
and their families. Whether or not you concur with these recommenda­
tIOns, i~, of course, entirely up to you. However, I wish to point out
that thIS study and its conclusions represent the combined efforts of a
group of Indian women very much concerned for their children. It is
their way of conveying their conc~rned to individuals and groups such
as you, and I hope you, In turn, WIll be responsive to this concern.

Now, I would like to present to the chairman the first copy of the
rePOJ;,t that wll;s set up .by this Indian Women's Association. They are
m prmt and WIll be delIvered; I feel that this first copy should go to
the chairrnan.

Senat?r BARTLET.T. Governor Lewis, thank you very much.
We wIl~ accept thIS on behalf of the chairman. I know he will be very

appreCIatIve of it.
1 kno,?, that Mrs. <;Jox played a very big role in this report, in its

p~eparatlO~, and recelved an award the other day. My wife had the
pleasure of bemg there to celebrate with her.
o I appreciate your outline as to the various suggested areas that are
111 the report.

Has the tribal organization been studying this area, and if so, what
areas of concentratIOn or what areas of concern have been discussed,
a~d ar~ there efforts underway to have an overall effort by all the
tnbes m bemg aware of the problem of taking action to reduce the
number of young people who are placed in foster homes, to increase the
number of Indian families available for foster parents and so on?

9'overnor LEWIS. Senator Bartlett, I feel that this inquiry regarding
chIld welfare has been brought to the attention of your committee


