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i'AC'r, One out or ever'] el[;ht Indian children uncler 18
lS ln an a,loptive home in i'1innesota.

pnOJ~GTION: At current Moptiv8 rates, withln ten years one ~n

Avery four Indian children un\1er ar,;e 18 1-Jill be J.n
anoptjvc hOm83 in the Stat8 of !linnesota; thus, 25:~

of. all Indians w:l. th~n a generation woUld hHvcbeen
brou~ht up hy adoptiv8 parents, mostly non-Indian.
(At least 9l<~ of the adoptions ofIndian chil,ircn
in lIinnesota ,~ere made by wIn t8';par~nts) .·,,9

IV. Of the 152 Inclian children adopte'l by non-related petition~rs ~n 1971-72.
an estimated 127 "ere uncier one year 01d.-::-1J USlng the SaMe orocedure .
(80~ of all non-related adopted children are unner one year of "3e at
the time of adoptlon~,1}.I), 1794 non-Indians und8r one year of a'3e were
anopted w 1971-72. There were appro:nmately 6S,796 non-Indians un'ier
on8 year of a',e in l'1innesota in 1971-72, USing~ 1970 censuS
fi~':Ures.-H·1S Thus, 1vhilc one of every 4.4 unClcr one-yr:ar-old In'lio.n
chi1,iren unrier one year old "ere adopteej in 1971-72,,,16 onA of every
J6.7 non-Indian children under one year old ",'re adopted In 1971-72.
Thus the rate of Indian a,loptions un'iAr one year old, an ever-lncreasine:
rate, is 8.J times the rate for non-Inctians.

FACT: One in every 76 Indian children in Ninn8sota WI,S anopteL.t
In 1971-1972, compared to one In 611 non-Indian children.
Indian childrffil are anopted tOday in Minnesota at a rate
el;;ht tl_mes the norm for non-Inclian children.

!"ACT: Indian infants -- under one yp.ar oldS -- are adopted tonay
at a rate 8.J tlmes (8Jo'q ;,reater than the rate for non­
Indians in the Stat8 of ainnesota.
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III. "or the State of Hinnesota as a Whole, there are 1,J69,9I!'; non-Indian
chilnren uncier 18 Y8ars of age.,,,10 Of the total, 22112 non-Indians ""re
adopted in l:)71_72~,ll_r)y non-relater! P8tltioners, or one in 8Vnr? 611
children ~n !'linnesota under 18 w.,re atjopte<l in 1971-72. 'rnlo co;opares
to one in every 76 Indian children U"l'ier 18 (1l,5h2 -i- 152;)2). Thus
e~i;ht times as many Indian children under 18 w"re anopted ~n }linn"'Sota
In 1971-72 as non-Indian children, or, St,3t8d another "ay, 800;:' more
Inclian children "ere ariopted ~n 1971-72 than non -Indian children, by
population.

IrA. (Con tinued)

ITA. Al though the overall 18 -yAar rate for adoption of Indian children shows
the nbove ratp., a cloGer examination of the statistics reveals an even
more~=, r;ho fiiiUre in'\icatln'3 the latest trend. In 1971-1972
one IlUndred ann fifty-nlne Indian children were adopted in i'iinn",sota;,~

~n that same year an estlmated 558 Indian clli.ldr"'n wer" under one year
of a(;e>~6; Sln88 the avera!;8 a!,~e at adoption is 3-4 months., as stat,ect
ahove, ;nost of the 159 acioptions ~nvolve,i the 558 un,jer-one-year-olds.
Sinr:e 6S'~ of a,joptions involve unner J-month olns,~,7 one hundred and
thrp.c of the 159 clli1'lren above W8re under three months old. A purely
~p0r:ulat~ve mwJ.mal estimate of another lS',~ of the chUnren "ere bet
3 months - 12 months of age: 11' so, another 24 children \Vern under one
year o~ [u.?;8t·Jhen placed or n total of 127 Indian chil'1ren placed for
a,ioptLon in 1971-72 In l'linnf,sottt wp.re less than twelve months o~ aGe.
Thus, 127 In'lian children of the SSf) In that a:;l) ;;roup ln 1971-72 were
acjopted, or one out of every 4.h Indian children. If that rate were t
continu8, and indi.cations are tha tit is continuinr; and even increasi
an unbelievable ratio of apprOXimately one In four Indian children un
18 ln the State of Minnesota would be in adoptive care and homes
ten :rears.

FACT: An estlmateci one in every 1,.4 Indian chilciren under one year
of ai,e in i'linnesota in 1971-72 waS ~n an adoptive horne.
State another l.JFlY, one out of every LI_4 Indian chi.ldren
bom in Ninnesota in 1971-72 was placed for adoption.

II. ,;ivnn 141J wYler-18 Indian children In adoptive homes ~n i'!inn8sota,
';lvcn a total un'lcr-18 Indian population in i'linnesota of 11,542·,-4
'i-JO can conclurie that approximately one out of every eight Indian
cnilcjren un,ter 18 in fJinnesota is :Ln an adoptive home.

1. \-Ie can %tlrwt0 -- ~lv2n the concluolion that the vast ma,Jonty of
'Inclian-ctlillj a:loptions are non-rdativ" a'.toptions -- that at the

prr)[jp,nt ti:'1 r.\ apf)roxlmat(~ly l!~OO Indinn c)1ilr.trl3n arn nolo] in ado.i)tivc
J1o:nl~n in th'3 ;)tatp. of l'linn'~~)ota. This fi:jUl'(:l if' (lerlVod :.'rom th8
faet that over t1l0_\past eir;ht8r:-n ~renrs an avp.ra"~{-) of 81.ghty Indian
crlil'lren Pl~:r :/I~t.l.Y'.;:-J.. hav(~ bpf.!:n placBrt for a(ioption (rnor8 in r(.~C0nt

:"","'8, the lost r:tve year" (1;;67-1972) avcragwi~ 126 p8r year,,,2
1961-1966 a'/cra;:~n~ S6 per year',2). Since the avera:;e al,p at
arloptton, for non-rclativ\3 adoption:::-:, if' throe to four months of
u:;p,~:-J uJl'if;~r-ln arioptiQns last for approximately 17 years, l3 months.
Thu,o, 17.66 X 80 = l),lJ.

,,'ACT: An ",'tlma t,od m~nlmtL'n or 14J.J Indian child rem In
!':inn'Jsota undor 18 years of a"e are ~n acjoptive
horne>.

Associat~on on American InClian ;\ffairs, Inc.
4}? Park Avenue South, New York, N.Y. 10016



FAI;T: Inrhan children are placed 1n foster hom,os l-l-S times as
oft,m as non-Indian children in Hinnesota.

FAGT: A ml.n1mum of 262 Indiun child n'n \L1<ler 21 are 1n fos ter
care in ilinnesota, or one out of every 48 Iniian children.

()nr O~l t of c'''0ry seven Indian child ren In !'iinnesota is in
81 thRr 3. foster hom8 or an ndopt.i ve homn.

FACT:

\
'11 "tl nr' "rp 7 '238 non-Tndian chDrlren 1n fo,;tO..T care 1n 1-iinncsota

)f;r·(~CJ.,:'), 1 -' l~ u _ - 1;'· . ~ 20 - . . 11 32 088
unrter 21, an estimatort 6,(,82 arel uncter 18.,,' Artdlt:Lon"1,. ~:'i "
noo-In-Ji.flo clu1dren are cst1mated to b8 In 8cloptlve nomos.,,}) TIlliS,

3
8 770 non-Indi.an children undor 18 arp el.ther ~n a fOSGer J,VXn3 or

" . 1 - 'r 3" [" non -In' lun Ch11," renan adoj)tjV(~ .1101'1D, or ~DproxlrrJat,~. Y one .Ln 0.vcr" . ,J.) j .. _.: ,..,

under lfL-:\-3 1 Thus, Infli<-m childrt~n arB out of ~hF;nr n~t.u~al ,10r:1c.S, ~n
foster or adoptive care at a rate more than 5' t11nes that lOr non-Indlan

crlildrl~n•

Proportionally, five times as m;my Indian children as
non-Indian children are lI1 fostcrho;ncS or Cldopti VB tlOm03.
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["ACT:

'l"']n tho 1'171-72 f1r;ure of 262 children, nn1nr 21 1.n los:27 c~ro.
11:. can lJ8 ("lS~)rl,-lted that aprro,{ufl(lt~]y 2111 arn lm~lnr ~~8-'; . ,~rtherJ
"ivcn 11 113 Indian childrp.n uncler 18 1n .1r!Ort1vo cnre," anJ 2,11
~nQ~r is 1n foster c~r() 1n 1971-72, n total of 16';11 Indi.an Ch11dnm

t' f 18 were c1.th n r 1n fostor or a:ioptivc homes 1n 1971-72.
unri8r nA 31~8 0 one ou't of' ev;'ry seven Ind.:i.nn ctlilc1rcn in the Stat0 of
This r8presrnt5
t·1innnsota.

IX.

'lIlT.

Since at current rates,,.21 one 1n eve-rj four Indian children ",ill be in
adoptive hamel::; '-Ilthin ten years, the comparative ratp. differmcc betHeen
Inriian cl,iLir'm and non-Indian children, 1f present tren,js continue,
will be grp.ater than 1,000% with1n ten years.
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FACT: Indi.an children are in adoptive hOllies at a rate more
than five Umes tha t for non-Indian cllilctren.

An ilveru::c of lUi? non-Inriian children p~r y~ar uncter 18 haveb8cn
ndopte,j l1y non-relatives in l'linnesota over th8 past 18 years.,,17
This manns that, n;ivr:m [In averag8 a~~e at adoption of 3-11 months,~,,~18
adoptions last nn average of 17.66 years. fuus, 17.66 X 1817 or
32,088 non-Indian children under III are 1n ar!opt:"Lve homps in ~linnesota.

'TIlGre are 1,369,945 non-Indians under 18 j.n Minnesota.·,e19 11ms, one
out of every 1,2.6 non-Indian children under 18 1n Ninnesota is 1n an
adoptive homf'. 'Dns compares to one out of evc:ry 8 India:J childrcn.*20
Thoreforo, Indian children~ adoptkJ,t! homes at a ra te more than
five tlJ1\es thn t for non -Indian children in Hinnesota.

'-IIA. \>fnereas, 7,288 non-Indian cl1ildron unc.ler 21 "ere in foster care in 1971-72"f2iJ

of a total nnd"r 21, non-Indian population in tlinnesota of 1,:;66,815'.·,,25
Thus, ono of nvnry ?I5 non-Indian children '-lere 1n foster care in ginnesota
as compared to one in every 118 Indian ctlildren; or, the rate for Indian
crlil':iren placed J.n foster homes is 4-5 times the rate for non-Indians, or
L)()'-~ greater.

'II. There >Jere a m1nimnln of 262 Indian childrcln 1n foster carp in 1971-72 in
the State of l'linnesota.«22 T'n~s represonts one ant of eVlHY h8 Indian
children .,,23

VA.

'I.

VII. j\n a'rora,;e or 25'9 Ipdian children are 1n foster care 1n Hinnesota in any
I~i VG ye3r.>;.20
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1,38j.,I,87
J.98 OO~)---)---

1,579,h87
12 672
~Bg .,. 7,288

Soe 1'.5, Sec.V, this report.

1,Y,9,7hS; -;-. 3S,770, or total umicr Hi ncn-Indian pop. dinned.. by
non -Indian 'i'Joptlve eilildren and fos ter c>.re ehildr ~,n.

As folJ.o",", Under 18 Jlinneapol'.s Pop.
Esti.matcd Pop. 18,19 & 20-Y1'.01dS.

Lcss Indian Pop. under 21

30.

31.

25. 0;1.Cit. 1970 Census of Pop. Aile-Hace, U,S. Dcpt. cf 80,,,,,,,'rCO', P.I-J02.
ane! Op.Cit. Censul; of Pop., American Indian, Rureau of Census, 1'.8.

2h. Dept. me\'] Publication No. (S;,S) 7J-032S;S, "Children S,,::,v8d by Public
l'Ielfare Ar,encJ.8s and Voluntal~! Child Hdfara and Institutions,
)larcI1, 1971, U.S. Dept. of HEH, Table 8. Hereafter: DllE:'iI Public.
Less 262 Amerlcan Indians in foster care • 7288.

28. Soe P. 1, thiS report.

29. USing same procedure as In Sec. VIII, this report, see footnote 1,'27.

27. lIn avnri1;"o of 12 chilrircm/ar,e group ara J.n fost,er carn (259 -;- 21),
but far fewer arc betHem the ages of 18-20 proportionall~' than J.n
other ag8 groups. I nave estimated 7 per yoar or 21 total for
18-20 usc :lroup.

26. Cp.Ci t., IUnn. Foster Cnre, 1972, P. h, "Case OpeninGS and Case CJ.OSillgS,
1962 -1972."

2J. OP. Git., 1970 CensuS of Pop., Amenc,1n Indian l3ureau of the Census,
Pp.8-9.

22. Hinn. Annu31 Hei)Ort for Iniian Ti'ostp-r SBre Contract (Year ending
June JO, J.')72 , 1'.5 h"r"after refcrrnd to as ''iinn. Foster C8re,
J.972. .~lso: Tills firrure as- oppose,j to a([options includes J.8-20
year oJ.ds.

21. 3C8 1'.2, th~s Report.

i'OO1'tJOl'i';S: (Continu8d)

Op.Cit., Census of Pop., AGe/Hacc Pop., U.S. Dept. of COl'h'11ercc,
P. I-J02. (l,381,IISn less Indian under 1.8 population (n,51~2 ­
from U.S. Census of pop., American Indians, Bureau of the Census,
P.?) • 1,36?,9h5.

Op.Cit., Adoptions In J.971, U.S. Dept HEH, SllS, Pr0:l. Stat., 1'.3.

Op.CH. rlinn. D['II , l\nnaal Hep. - A1opt, - 1971-72, p. 11,.
1\lso: AVI_1r<:l~~ini~ 7'9:'; non-related adoptions of non-IndL;}ns of'
tOt3J. non-In'iian a:-ioptions: 79,~ of 2JOO (av8rac;e total non­
Indian a(toptions over 18 years).

lfJ.

20. Se" P. 1, This Report.

9. Ibid., P. 11.

Ii. 1970 Census of Population, Amerlcan Indians, Dureau of the C~nsus, 1'.8.

8. O?Cit. llinn.D?fI, Adopt. - P. 11,.

'I. Op.Cit. Mo?tiona in 1971, HE:!, p.J.

J. ArJoptlons In 1'171, U.S. D~pt. of iil'J:!, SitS, Program Statlstics ''it
));:.I'ca Syst~~m, National Center for Soc1.al Studies, p.J.

6. Op.Cit. Census Amcncan Indian, 1'.8.

). Op.Cit. llinn. DV:1 - Adopt. - 1'.1)1.

1. ]·1innQsota TJrma rtm~.mt of Public \Veli'ar{~, Annual Hcpor'e, Adoptions,
1971-72, P. 11~.

2. Ibld., p. 11,.

1). Op.Gi+,. 1970 I";cnsus of Pop., A6c, RaeR POpe, U.S. Dept. 0':: Commrce,
P. 1-302 and O?Cit. Census of Popu.latlon, Arncncan Indian, Bureau
of Census, 1'.8.

17.

16. See P. J, tIllS Iteport.

n. Op.Cit. Ilinn. Dept. PH - Annual Ileport, Adoptions, 1971-72, 1'.22.

111. Op.Cit. U.S., Dept. HE1I, SilS, ProG' State., P.J.

13. S88 P.J, thlS report.

12. 152 Am',rican Indians andel' IS wern ac!optcd by non-related petitioners
in 1971-72; 01'. Cit. ;·linn. DPH, Annual [,,,port, Adopt. 1971-72, 1'.22.

10. 1970 ConSllS of Populatlon, A'lC and Race of Population of t,11c

United States, by States: 1970; U.S. Dept. of Commerce, Harcn,
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Fact: There are therefore by porportion,

1.3 t1mes as many Indian children

in adoptive homes as non-Indians.

II. Foster Care. According to statistics from the Bureau of

Basic Facts
Indian Affairs; there were 522 Indian children in foster

3. There are 646,389 non-Indians under 21 1n the State of Arizona.
one out of every 278 non-Indian children in the State.

non-Indian children in foster homes in 1972~ representing

children in the State. By comparison, there were 2,328

This represents one in every 105 Indianhomes in 1972.

There are 54,709 under-21-year-old American Indians in the

State of Arizona. 2

There are 701,098 under-21-year-olds in the State of Arizona. l

2.

1.

Arizona Department of Economic Security, there is an

I. Adopt1on. In the State of Arizona, according to the
Fact: By rate therefore Indian children

are placed in foster homes 2.6 t1mes

more often than non-Indians in Arizona.
average of 48 pUblic agency adoptions per year of American

Indian children.
4

Using federal age-at-adoption figures,S III. Adopt1ve Care, Foster Care, and Boarding School Attendance.

69 per cent (or 33) of these are under one year of age In the above figures it will be noted that the State of

sents one out of every 71 Indian children in the State.

one out of every 90 non-Indian children.

Therefore,

The reason for this

In Arizona alone 12,342
9

Indian

the large number of Indian children attending

Indian children under 21 years old in the State.

is clear:

Ar1zona, is to include the boarding school figures.

children attend boarding schools, or one out of every 4.4

boarding schools full time.

who do not live in their natural homes in the State of

a more proper way of computing the number of Indian children

and foster home placements by comparison to other s>.ates

Arizona shows an unusually low number of Indian adopt1ons

with substantitive Indian population.

There are

This repre-

homes in Arizona
6

of 446 per year as of 1971).

under-21-year-olds in adoption in Arizona.

are placed in adoption for at least 17 years and an

age public agency placement of non-Indians in adoptive

for a minimal average of 14 years, there are 771 Indian

Old; an additional 9 per cent are three, four, or five

Using the formula then that 33 Indian children per year

Using the same formula for non-Indians (there is an aver-

7,168 non-Indians in adoptive homes at anyone t1me, or

additional 15 Indian children are placed in adoption

years of age; and 11 per cent are over the age of five.

when placed. Another 11 per cent are one or two years
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When th1S is done, it can be seen that the combined total of

Indian children in foster homes, adoptive homes and boarding

schools is a minimum of 13,635;° representing more than one

out of every four Indian children in the State.

Since no non-Indians are forced to go to federal boarding

schools, the non-Indian figure of 9 496
11

non-Indian children

in adopt1ve homes and foster homes rema1ns the same, thus

representing one out of every 268 non-Indians.

Fact: In other wordS, Indian children are out

of their homes and in foster homes, adoptive

homes, or boarding schools at a rate more

than 17 t1mes greater than that for non­

Indians 1n the State of Arizona
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Statistics:

Number of Indian children adopted in WaShington state in 1972

48 went through adoption process

33 went to non-Indian parents

15 went to Indian homes

Total number of Indian children in foster homes in WaShington

State is 684

Total number of licensed Indian foster homes in Washington

State is 99

Number of Indian children there are on juvenile parole is 67

Number of Indian children in institutional care is 48 (boy's

ranChes, group homes, etc.)

Number of Indian children in juvenile rehabilitation institutions

(sent through court) is about 35

Statement:

Recent review of Indian foster children served by the

Department of Social and Health Services in WaShington State

indicates:

1. Almost no prevention serVices are being del~vered to

the Indian families.

2. State caseworkers have difficulty in relating to Indian

family service and child protection service for their

Indian clients.

3. When an Indian child is in foster care the communication

and relat~onships are a mess.
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In order for things to work out, the following people and/or groups

nave to communicate: caseworker, foster parents, Indian child,

the child's family, Tribe or Tribal community, and the BIA.

4. The review indicates that these children are almost always

uprooted from their culture, relatives, and Tribal community.

5. The general inexperience and insensitive attitude and

poor training of many caseworkers adds to the problem.

6. There are no Indian group homes in the State and there is

a tremendous need for Indian foster homes and receiving homes.

7. Many Indian children who are eligible to be enrolled but

are in foster homes and adoptive homes do not beoome enrolled.

8. There is a tremendous communication and service prOblem

between the county Juvenile courts and Indian Tribes and people

in the area of foster care and adoptmon.

The Department of Social and Health Services Indian DeSk said,

"We recommend that Jurisdiction over juvenile matters be turned

back to those Tribes who want to handle it themselves on the

baSis of the material gathered in this review and other material

we have in our records."
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Senator BARTLETT. Gov. Robert E. Lewis, we're very happy to
have you. We still have quite a few witnesses, so if you could high­
light, it all will be printed in the record and you can highlight it.

STATEMENT OF GOV, ROBERT E. LEWIS, PRESIDENT OF THE
NATIONAL TRIBAL CHAIRMAN'S ASSOCIATION, ZUNI, N. MEX.

Governor LEWIS. I would like to read from my statement. It's
not too long.

Senator BARTLETT. That would be fine.
Governor LEWIS. My name is Robert Lewis. I am governor of the

Pueblo, Zuni, N. Mex., and president of the National Tribal Ohair­
men's Association. I appreciate this opportunity to testify relative
to the needs of Indian children and their families.

There is a growing concern and anguish in Indian country over the
increasing numbers of Indian children being removed from their
natural homes. Removal of the children by BIA social workers and
county welfare workers is regarded as the most frequently related to
problems generated by abuse of alcohol, which is prevalent in Indian
country.

Poor living conditions, unemployment on reservations, and other
factors create a breakdown of the concept of the extended family,
No longer is there a willing grandmother, aunt, or sister who will
assume child care for a relative. Often a sick or distraught Indian
mother seeks to place her children off the reservation in a non-Indian
home because of alienation with her own relatives.

Foster home care, as it is known by the non-Indian culture, is a
new way of life for Indian people. To apply for a license, to meet
standards set by a State welfare association, and to receive pay for
caring for a child are ideas difficult to introduce to traditional Indian
people. Non-Indian social workers not accustomed to the lifestyle of
an Indian family and the different cultural mores are often unwilling
to place Indian children in Indian homes. A State may refuse to license
foster homes on reservations because of Jurisdictional conflicts. There
have been cases of differential payment to foster parents on Indian
reservations and foster parents off reservations. Social workers some­
times do not inform relatives they are eligible for payment if children
are placed with them.

Placing a child off reservation poses other problems such as eligi­
bilities for health and educational services. The Indian parent must
face a county welfare system to get this child back.

Before discussing the cultural impact on Indian children placed in
off-reservation homes, I want to emphasize the tremendous psycho­
logical impact on the Indian parent who are in effect told they are
"bad parents." The loss they suffer when their children are removed
has impact on them the rest of their lives. .

Ohildren who are removed from their parents-in some reserva­
tions, over 23 percent of the children are off reservation in foster
homes-suffer severe psychological damage for the rest of their lives.
An IRS consulting psychiatrist describes this as "lack of,parenting"
and the results of this loss leaves an adult with a sense of mcomplete­
ness. There is some indication that this loss leads to alcoholism and
other psychological damage.

41 .. 455 0 .. 75 .. 17
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Children who must adjust to a new way of life away from their own
cultural. g;roup often must overcome a language barrier, adjust to a
new rehgIOn, learn new foods, and are often faced with overt and
coyert racism. Some families, hopefully rare, assume care for Indian
chIldren for reasons of religious zeal, or even more appalling to show
off ~heir liberaf ways. T~is is called "rent an Indian progra~" by an
IndIan prof.essIOnal who IS aware of such liberal practices.

The contipued removal of chIldren from the reservation contributes
to destru~tIOnof the family. A woman BIA superintendent said
recently, m a s1?eech, that destruction of the Indian family was one
of the most serI<?~s problems on the reservation today, Lack of re­
source and capabIlIty at the reservation level will continue to facilitate
child removal. Emphasis on placement in off-reservation homes will
cause the ~~~ian family, to view itself as incapable, remove its sense
of respons~bIhty and ~nity, and contribute to continued destruction
of the IndIan way of lIfe.

There is a significant number of Indian children who have special
needs, who are placed by the BIA for care outside their own homes in
foster family homes, boarding schools, and other child care facilities.
In order ~o give assistance to ~he growth and development of the
whole chIld, the North Amencan Indian Women's Association
NAIWA, undertook the development of a prototype program fo;
Indian children with special needs, as these needs have never been
documented.

I r~co.mmend for Y01!r revie,,; the final report of the NAIWA relative
~o th~s Im~?rtant sub]e?t, whlC~ was recently pub~ished. The report
IS entItled North 4-mencan .Indian Women's ASSOCIation-Prototype
Program for a NatIOnal ActIOn for Special Needs of Indian Children
Program.". Th,is .report is, 100 pages in length, and I will not attempt
to summanze It m Its entI~ety here..However, ~w01,lld like to highlight
a few of. the recommendatIOns therem because 1 feel they are pertinent
to your mquiry. Please note these are only a few of the final recommen­
dation,S made by NAIWA. There are many more, all worthy of your
attention.

In the area of foster child care for Indian children, NAIWA
recommends:

1. When at all possible, Indian children should be placed with
Indian foster parents. .

2. In licensing Indian foste~ parents, the primary consideration
should be love and understandmg, not the physical standards of the
house. The house should meet community standards and have space
to shelter the child.

3. There sh~u~~ be an a?ti.v~ effort to ~ecruit Indian foster parents.
4. The possIbIlIty o~ SUbsI~Ized adoptIOn should be considered by

those dealIng with IndIan chIldren.
Also, in the area of program improvements desired for Indian stu­

dents w~o have special needs and who attend boarding school or
dormitorIes:

(a) Have funds commensurate with each program in order to meet
the needs of the school.

(b) Have ?ottage type living or small group living in dormitories
to lower ratIO.

(c) Have parental; community, and tribal involvement and support.
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(d) Have remedial programs in. all boarding schools in the following
orde~ of need: Math, SCIence, readmg, language arts, English, and social
studIes. .

(e) Have programs to stimulate a code of life that will aid the Indian
student to function effectively in present day SOCIety, including strong
leadershIp traI~~~~ to~ether with emphaSIS on cultural awareness.

(j) Have. flexIbIhty m selectmg trammg and putting staff together
to accomph~h goals by defining and assessing needs of the students
and developmg program and service to meet the needs on the part of
all staff.

5. In the area .of.chil~ren who have special needs and are generally
cared for m speCIalIzed mstitutions:

(a) In <:rder to allevia.te. the environment depnvation of the boarding
school chIld, the home hvmg staff should be increased.

(b) T~e possibility of placing the exceptional students in boarding
schools m urban areas should be considered.

Cc) Group homes should be established on reservations to serve the
teenager.

Cd) Specialized boarding schools should be established m each area
to se!ve the child who must attend boarding school because of social
problems. Such a school would have a small teacher-student ratio and a
small nu~ber of chil~ren in each h<?me livmg unit. It would provide
psychologIcal counselmg and psychiatric counsultation. It would be
geared toward preparing the child to reenter his boarding school or
return to his home environment.

Gentlemen, as indicll;ted, this report contains many more extremely
relevant recommendatIOns concerning the needs of Indian children
and their families. Whether or not you concur with these recommenda­
tIOns, i~, of course, entirely up to you. However, I wish to point out
that thIS study and its conclusions represent the combined efforts of a
group of Indian women very much concerned for their children. It is
their way of conveying their conc~rned to individuals and groups such
as you, and I hope you, In turn, WIll be responsive to this concern.

Now, I would like to present to the chairman the first copy of the
rePOJ;,t that wll;s set up .by this Indian Women's Association. They are
m prmt and WIll be delIvered; I feel that this first copy should go to
the chairrnan.

Senat?r BARTLET.T. Governor Lewis, thank you very much.
We wIl~ accept thIS on behalf of the chairman. I know he will be very

appreCIatIve of it.
1 kno,?, that Mrs. <;Jox played a very big role in this report, in its

p~eparatlO~, and recelved an award the other day. My wife had the
pleasure of bemg there to celebrate with her.
o I appreciate your outline as to the various suggested areas that are
111 the report.

Has the tribal organization been studying this area, and if so, what
areas of concentratIOn or what areas of concern have been discussed,
a~d ar~ there efforts underway to have an overall effort by all the
tnbes m bemg aware of the problem of taking action to reduce the
number of young people who are placed in foster homes, to increase the
number of Indian families available for foster parents and so on?

9'overnor LEWIS. Senator Bartlett, I feel that this inquiry regarding
chIld welfare has been brought to the attention of your committee


