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I think those figures are self-explanatory of the situation that
we're in at Rosebud, S. Dak. at the present time.

In Tripp County, there were 12 children placed in individual
foster homes. Eleven are non-Indian homes and one is an Indian home.

In Tripp County 12 Indian homes are licensed and, 12 non-Indian
homes are licensed and 2 Indian homes are licensed. This is in Tripp
Coun~.

In uregory County there are four licensed foster. care homes; two
non-Indian foster care homes.

It says here that approximately 10 percent were placed in Indian
foster homes, of all the children that were placed in foster care homes
in the State.

Foster care homes, 1973, there are 762 foster homes of which,
approximately 100 are Indian foster homes. There are 363 Indian
children in care statewide, of which 131 were in Indian foster homes
and 232 were in non-Indian homes.

Statewide a total of 1,041, of which 353 were Indian. This is the
number of homes statewide.

Foster care homes, 1,041 a total of which 363 are Indian.
So, that, in a sense, is self-explanatory.
For the State, or the BIA's failure to establish Indian foster care

homes on the reservation is just the lack of concern for the Indian
people. The BIA welfare office is basically a place where they write
checks out. There is no communication between the home and the
BIA as far as child guidance, home care, counseling, medical and
dental. You've got 3 people in that office that is responsible for 6,000
people and I'm using 6,000 as a minimum figure.

So, this in itself is self-explanatory. All these people can do is more
or less sit back there and hope to keep up on their check writing.

There is no day-to-day accounts of families, right on down the
line.

I've asked them time and time again why is this so and their
comment is that we don't have the staff, we don't have the money.
But, why don't you have the staff and why don't you have the money
since this is one of your trust responsibilities and again they're unable
to answer this question. They say it's because it's not appropriated.
But, why wasn't it appropriated, or if it was, why wasn't it funded.

Then we get into the area of finances on which I could go on all
day, but this again is self-explanatory.

The inability of the BIA or the Federal Government to recognize
their trust responsibility, not only to recognize them but to implement
them on the reservation. Subsequently, the tribe has to do this
theirselves, with the moneys that they borrow or get from other
agencies such as the State, LEA is one area, and right on down the
line. This shouldn't have to be so.

We're talking about, basically, welfare here now, social services,
which is a low priority on any reservation because the reservations
are in the position now that everything is a crisis. So, when they get
a dime, that dime is already spent on another priority. We can't
spend that for home coordinators, that money is already spent.
We've got to go up there and hassle the State and BIA to get funds
to do this with. This is the position that I have been in.
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I'll give you an example. The Detention Center provides the iden­
tical, same type of services as LSS and I know that not all of you are
familiar with LSS, Lutheran Social Services.

We get $8.36 a day for the children that we have there in the center
from the State and from the BIA. The Lutheran Social Services
gets $30 a day per child for the same type of services that we supply.

We probably provide more services as far as moral services because
we maintain these children there on the reservation, but this is the
dilemma that we're in.

Indian foster care homes, for example, there's two elderly people
that keep five of their grandchildren. They get $35 a month per child
to keep these people. Lutheran Social Services gets $900 a month to
keep an Indian child.

Senator ABOUREZK. How much?
Mr. LONE Doo, It's $900 a month.
Senator ABOUREZK. A month.
Mr. LONE DOG. $30 a day.
Senator ABOUREZK. Where do they get it from?
Mr. LONE DOG. From the State and BIA. We get at the Detention

Center $277 a month per child, but that's not $900
So, this is the dilemma that we're in, in trying to establish Indian

foster care homes on the reservations. They say, sure we'll set you up
one if you can meet the State requirements and get a State license
and right on down the line, but when we do meet these requirements
and get all that, then like I say, we get $8.36 a day while they get $30.

And, the same way with these individuals that keep Indian children.
Getting back to this old couple that keep the five grandchildren.

They get $35 a month per child, while Lutheran Social Services
get $900 a month per child and then they wonder why there's isn't
any Indians on foster care in the reservations. This is the reason why.

Two people that are living on old age and get $35 a month for
their child when the children range from 15 on down to 9 years old
and have to send them to school, and all the other expenses that go
along with it. Not only that, but whenever they get, like, this new
bill that was passed to increase the old-age benefits. Sure, it increased
the old-age benefits, but the State also deducted that amount on their
welfare for those kids.

Then, they wonder why we don't have Indian foster homes on the
reservations. This is why, because No.1, the State requirements
don't fit the reservation, period.

I'm not saying they're too strict, they just don't fit the reservation
period.

The other thing is educational requirements. I mean, if we're going
to staff the facility, we have to have people with B.S. and Ph. D.'s,
masters, right on down the line, and where are we going to get those
on the reservation, especially when you pay them $2.50 an hour.
Where are you going to get these types of people?

Education is fine. You can have a masters, a Ph. D. or whatever,
but you're not going to be able to apply that education if you can't
communicate with the child you're talking to.

These requirements don't meet our standards as far as reservations
are concerned because we've got to have counselors, social workers, and
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people that can sit down and communicate with these children on their
level and these don't meet State requirements. .

The situation that has been talked about here, and related to time
and time again, kind of sets me back and makes m.e look back to my
childhood because this is the same situation that I lived through fr?m
the boarding school era right on up the ladder, from broken family,
foster care homes, and right on }lP the ladder, I was fortunat,e, I
never got adopted out, but I can ~ say this about .a lot of orphans;
as far as the tribal court, and they Imply that the tribal cou~ts we~e a
part of this setup. I don't know if you people are familiar WIth tribal
courts funded through BIA, they are tribal courts, right. But, who
signs the check, who pulls the strings, whi~h tune do theY,dance to? .

This is the question we should be asking ourselves. I m not saymg
this is so now, because in the past 2 or 3 years there. has been a great
movement away from this through BIA contracts right on down the
line, Maybe the. tribes are f~rced into. this ~hing. . , .

My opinion IS they were forced mto It and It s no~ ~ .good thmg
because they are assuming some of the trust responsibilities of the
U.S. Government.

Senator ABOUREZK. Richard, there's been another vote call.
You've given some very good testimony and I wish th~t we could

continue. What I'm going to have to do now IS recess until tomorrow
morning. The last witness, I'll have to ask her to come back; Esther
Mays, if you will come in the morning at 9 o'clock I'll. take your te~­
timony then because I have to vote and I have to preside and there s
not enough time to take any more witnesses today.

I want to express my gratitude, Richard and Mary Ann and all
the other witnesses that have appeared today. . .

We are going to try to get somethmg done to correct the situation.
Thank you very much.

The hearings are recessed until 9 a.m. tomorrow.
[Whereupon the subcommittee recessed, to reconvene Tuesday,

April 9, 1974.]

INDIAN CHILD WELFARE PROGRAM

TUESDAY, APRIL 9, 1974

U.S. SENATE,
SUBCOMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS,

OF THE COMMITTEE ON INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS,
Washington, D.O.

The subcommittee met at 9 :10 a.m., pursuant to notice, in room
3110 Dirksen Office Building, Hon, James Abourezk presiding.

Present: Senators Abourezk and Bartlett.
Also present: Jerry T. Verkler, staff director, and Forrest Gerard,

professional staff member.
Senator ABOUREZK. The Indian Affairs Subcommittee will resume

the hearings now.
The first witness this morning is from Detroit, Mich., Esther Mays.

Esther, do you want to come to the witness table?
I want to apologize to you for cutting you off last night. I want to

express the committee's gratitude for your staying overnight.

STATEMENT OF ESTHER MAYS OF THE NATIVE AMERICAN CHILD
PROTECTION COUNCIL, DETROIT, MICH.

Mrs. MAYS. Since you're handing out compliments, I'd like to com­
pliment you on your timing. It's almost as good as ours.

My name is Esther Mays and I am from Detroit, Mich. The organi­
zation that I'm representing is called the Native American Child
Protection Council. I am on the board of directors.

Pretty much of what I have to say is the usual thing that has been
said from what I heard yesterday. However, I will go through the
act again, so bear with me.

The Native American Child Protection Council is a nonprofit
organization with present membership of approximately 50 families
throughout the Michigan area. This organization was founded as
a response to the needs of many Indian families, particularly as it
relates to Indian children.

The problems are numerous and varied, especially in the area of
child placement. Our organization is concerned with the practices
and policies of various social service agencies as it affects the lives
of the Native American community. Our organization is a response
to the concern of many Indians throughout the State of Michigan
regarding the treatment of Native American children. Through
numerous inquiries to us from Indians, and various investigations
of the policies and practices of social service organizations through
the Indian community, we find many problems exist, such as: Indian
children are being placed in non-Indian foster and adoptive homes
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