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Mrs. TOWNSEND. I think the police department picked them up
the next day.

Senator ABOUREZK. Where did they take them?
Mrs. TOWNSEND. They placed them in a temporary foster home.
Senator ABOUREZK. Do you know who the foster parents were?
Mrs. TOWNSEND. They wouldn't tell me, but later on I found out

who they were. .
Senator ABOUREZK. The father of the children is not living in the

house WIth you at all?
Mrs. TOWNSEND. No. I'm alone.
Senator ABOUREZK. How long did the children stay in the foster

home and how long were they kept away from you?
Mrs. TOWNSEND. About 3 weeks.
Senator ABOUREZK. How did you eventually get them back?
Mrs. ,TOWNSEND. I had to call the Intertribal Council lawyer. They

wouldn t let me make a phone call or anything. I had to sneak and
ask one of the trustees ~o take a note to somebody that I knew who
would .call the Alcoholics Anonymous and he, in turn, called the
Intertribal Council lawyer.

Senator ABOUREZK. And, the lawyer got them back for you?
Mr~. TOWNSEND. Yes, and they communicated with Mr. Hirsch

here, m New York. '
. The welfare tried to send me to an alcoholic rehabilitation center
m Tucson, ArIZ., for 6 months, and I don't drink at bars a lot see and
everytime I'm downtown, about 6 to 8 times in the last 2' ye~rs I
seem to be harassed by the policemen, everytime I've been do~n
there, about three times, and they'd say some terrible things to me.

And, they sal~ they w~uld assault my daughter, my oldest daughter,
and how fat this little girl was and she's Just like me' and they just
made fun of my children. '

They just said terrible things to me and intimidated me So I
wouldn't go back to the p.olice department. I had to get me an attorn~y.

Senator ABOUREZK. DId the welfare try to take your children away
from you permanently while you were in jail?

Mrs. TOWNSEND. Yes. They said I couldn't get them back for at
least 6 months unless I went to the alcoholic center.

Senator ABOUREZK. In other words, they tried to force you to go to
the alcoholic center by saying that?

Mrs. TOWNSEND. Yes, and they tried to make me pay for their
foster home care.

Senator ABOUREZK. That was Nevada State Welfare Department?
Mrs. TOWNSEND. Yes.
And, it's very hard for the Indian women to communicate with these

people because they do look down on Indians, I think.
My daughter had a bad time with the social worker that we had

and I tried to stay on the good side of her so that I could get my
chl1dren.back, but I don't. think they had any excuse to take them.
They said they would Just take them temporarily, that's all.

S~nator ABOUREZK. Is the social worker who handled your case an
Indian?

Mrs. TOWNSEND. No.
Senator ABOUREZK. Is it a male or female?
Mrs. TOWNSEND. She's a female.
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Senator ABOUREZK. Let me ask you this. Do your children have
anything that they want to say this morning about the care that they
received in the foster home?

Mrs. TOWNSEND. This little girl.
Senator ABOUREZK. Which one?
Mrs. TOWNSEND. The 9-year-old.
Senator ABOUREZK. You mean Anna? ..
Mrs. TOWNSEND. Yes, that my 20-month-old ~aby was mistreated.

She said the man in the foster home slapped my Iittle baby and forced
him to eat a whole plate of food and kept the baby penned ~p all
the day. And, she said that the diaper was never changed until the

girls got home. . b hat?Senator ABOUREZK. Would Anna want to testify a out tat.
Mrs. TOWNSEND. I think so, she was real hurt. .?
Senator ABOUREZK. Anna, do you want to say anythmg.
Anna TOWNSEND. Yes, I would like to. .
My brother, he was mistreated by M~. Kepy. ;He slapped him and

he smoked right in his face and puffed right m hIS face.
Senator ABOUREZK. Just a minute, Anna.
If that's too hard for you to talk about, you don't have to.
Perhaps it is better if she didn't, Mrs. Townsend.
Mrs. Townsend, have you ever been arrested before at all, before

that incident?
Mrs. TOWNSEND. Yes. ?
Senator ABOUREZK. For the same charge. . .
Mrs. TOWNSEND. I had a previous experience with the pohce

where I don't know why stories used to follow me around, but ~
used to live in Elton, Nev., and the police used t.o follow me arou?­
and aggravate me and say dirty things to me. I got man argl}-ment wcitf
them and my baby when he was a month old, he was m a era e
board, he was hit, a~d three policemen just laughed because they had

a great time. . b b Th toriI pleaded guilty because I worned about my a y. ese stories
followed me around and they had threatened me about my daughter,
and I was worried about her a!l the time. I. was trymg t? be 0:rer

­
protective, and they just think It's great fun J~st because I m Ihdlani
they can beat me up with handcuffs and chip my elbows were
couldn't pick my baby up. . hil d it'

I had to let my brother and his wife take him for aw 1 e, an h s
just been hard on my kids. Them doing that to me Just because.t e{
have a grudge on the Indian boys. It is just hard to commumca e
with them, that's all. . t th t

Senator ABOUREZK. I guess it would be a faIr. stateme~ a
the foster home experience was pretty rough on ~he khlds, thek'h t

Mrs. TOWNSEND. Yes; and my daughter, I .thmk t. ey t~o er ou
of that home and they placed ~er w~th an Indian family, Wlth some of
her friends, and she said she liked l.t over ~he~e better.

Senator ABOUREZK. With the IndIan famIly.
Mrs. TOWNSEND. Yes. . b f' t
Senator ABOUREZK. I would suppose that It would e air 0 say

that the kids would rather be with you?
Mrs TOWNSEND. Yes, they do. ld lik t
Sen~tor ABOUREZK. Is there anything else that you wou 1 e 0

say to the committee?
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Mrs. TOWNSEND. I think that most of the Indian women are usuall
overwrelmed by people who think their children should be take~

d
awa1t hrom them

b
and they really don't stand up to anybody and they

on ave any ody to tell.
. Senator ABOU~EZK.Does this happen to a lot of other Indian people
in your commumty?

Mrs. ~OWNS~ND.Oh, yes; it does.
Jhey Ju;st thmk that it is the right thing for the welfare to be doing

dn t~ey Just never say or have anything to say. They just let them
o w atever they want to, let them adopt them out or whatever
Senator ABOUREZK. In other words, it is a general practice for th~

wi:.Yre people who are handling families in your community to take
c I ren out o! the horne, in a lot of cases that is, and not advise
parents of. their rights WIth regard to getting them back? Does th t
happen quite a bit? a

Mrs. TOWNSEND. Oh, yes; it does.
Senator ABOUREZK. Senator BARTLETT.
Senator BARTLF!TT. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
Wha~ do you thmk the reasons were that the police wanted to take

your children?
I ~rs. ~OWNSEND. Because he wanted to get even with some of the
~ Ian .oys that I know and they are just being hateful because

I m fndlan. There's no other reason, because I don't resent white

S
peop e; They don't bot~er me at all, except the people in authority.

ometimes they get a little too overwhelming.
Senator BART~ETT. Were there any particular people who wanted

to adopt your children, that you know of?
Mrs. TOWNSEND. No. I wasn't going to let them keep them that

long.
Senator BART~ETT. The lawyer that you used was a lawyer that

you obtamed. DId he help you?
Mrs. TOwNsE:~m. H~ is part of the intertribal agency. He is the

attorney for the intertribal agency in Nevada.
Senator BARTLETT. Do. you happen to know whether he is going

to testify before this hearing?
Mrs. TOWNSEND. No. He's not here. His name is Mr. Pope.
Senator BARTLETT. How do you spell that?
Mrs. TOWNSEND. Pope, P-o-p-e.
Senator BARTLETT. Do you have employment?
Mrs. TOWNSEND. No.
S~nator BARTLETT. Thank you very much. We appreciate your

testimony very much.
Senator ABOUREZK. Thank you very much, Mrs. Townsend The

committee wa:nts to thank you very much. .

f
OMu.r next WItness will be Dr. Joseph Westermeyer of the University

o mnesota.
Dr. Westermeyer, we'd like to welcome you to the committee Do

you have a prepared statement? .
Dr. WESTERMEYER. No; I do not.
Senator ABOUREZK. All right. You may proceed as you wish.
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STATEMENT OF DR. JOSE:PH WESTERMEYER, DE:PARTMENT OF
:PSYCHIATRY, UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA

Dr. WESTERMEYER. My experience is a limited one, in th~ sense
that I've mainly worked in Minnesota and mainly with Chippewa
people. .

Senator ABOUREZK. I wonder if I might interrupt you just a minute
and ask you where you do work and your position there?

Dr. WESTERMEYER, Yes.
I work at the University of Minnesota in the Department of

Psychiatry. My principal interest is in social psychia~ry.
I see patients, the majority of whom a:re J?-ot Indian, and I teach

in the medical school where I teach psychiatric resIdents. I also teach
psychiatric workers and psychologists.

My statements grow out of formal experiences over the last 5 years
when I've seen Indian patients over the last dozen years. It has only
been the last 5 years that I've collected my experiences in a formal
and a thoughtful way. . .

Over this time period I have se~n 120 I,ndlan patients and 16
Indian families, most of whom were eIther trying to get their chIld~en
back, some of their children back, or were in the process of losing
their children.

During this time period, also, as I became .increasiJ?-~ly aware that
transactions and interactions between Indian families and SOCIal
agencies tend to be extremely important in the problems. Oftentimes
they maintain their problems.

I took off 3 months and spent them visiting hospitals, welfare
agencies, police departments, sheriff's offices, and comn;lUmty mental
health clinics and five counties in Minnesota where Indian people are
most populous.

So my statements grow out of this experience.
The Indian patients whom I have treated, one-half of them have

been placed out of their homes of origin,. the .majority of these In foster
homes, a series of foster homes and a minonty of them, only a few, In
adoptive homes. .

Some of the older people have spent time in a boarding school settIng
as well as other foster, or institutional settings.

The foster home placement was never, in all of the~e instances,
restricted to one home. All of these people were placed In more than
one home. Also after the foster placement, none of these individuals
ever again retu'rned permanently to their home of origin, although
many of them made infrequent visits to one or another relative.

In general, they have some of the general cha~actenstICs that one
can attribute to children passing through a sen~s of foster homes.
Difficulties such as chronic insecurity, free floating anxietaes, pamc
reactions, difficulty adapting to family life and adulthood, ~ere char­
acteristics present among them, as they are among non-Indian people
raised in this manner.

Oftentimes these people did reasonably well in childhood and ?ne
could see where the social worker working with these people during
childhood was impressed that things seemed to be going well. In
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other words, in grade school, and most of them were placed even
through grade school the children make a pretty good adjustment
and they don't have psychological or social problems in the majority
of cases.

However, once they get into adolescence runaway problems
suicide attempts, drug usage, and truancy a~e extremely commo~
among them, even though they are raised away from the reservation
and away from Indian society.

My findings among this group of people, mostly men but about
one-fourth of them women, were that the Indian person was so
raised that they assumed the majority of white identity when raised
m a foster home.

The patients that I encountered were raised in foster homes.
Indeed! when I made my survey there were only two Indian foster
homesin Mmnesota then, at that time. However, there are more now.

During the adolescence of these people, they were raised with a
white cultural and social identity. They are raised in a white home.
They attended, predominantly white schools, and in almost all cases
attended a church that was predominantly white and really cam~
to understand very little about Indian culture Indian behavior and
had virtually no viable Indian identity. They' can recall such things
as ~eem~ cowboys and Indians on TV and feeling that Indians were
a historical .figure but were not a viable contemporary social group.

Then during a.doles?ence, they found that society was not to grant
them the white identity that they had. They began to find this out
m a number of ways. For example, a universal experience was that
when they began t~ date white children, the parents of the white
yo,ungsters were agamst this, and there were pressures among white
children from the parents not. to date t?ese Indian children. By the
way, all of them were three-eights Indian or greater. The majority
of them were three-fourths or fullblooded Indians.

The other experience was derogatory name calling in relation to
their raCIa~ identity-i-buck, ~quaw, SItting Bull-e-what have you.

In ~any mst!!,nc~s) If. not al~ Instances, they have difficulty obtaining
the kinds of criteria WIth their peers; they had difficulty getting jobs
m the local drugstore, purchasing a motorcycle, taking out a bank
loan to buy a car.

At the .sam~ time,. they wer~ finding that society was putting on
~hem. an ·Identlty which they didn't possess and taking from them an
identity that they did possess. They had no peer group or no identity
WIth ~ny group that tl:ey might share this identity.

ThIS IS very much different from those raised in a boarding school
setting where some of the same stresses were present, but where they
had a peer group. with whom .they ~ight identify or Indian children
raised IJ?- predommantly a white neighborhood but where they have
the !amIIJ; gr~mp or an extended family where they might gain support
during this time of stress.
Wha~ may be of interest to you is the finding of that fact that among

the patients that I encountered that had a high identity with Chip­
pewa c~lt,:re, those tha~ .were raised in their own home, you get
such criteria as recent VISIts back to the reservation within the last
year or two, the ability to speak in the language and they also had
good ~oping skills within the majority of society.' These people were
statistically more apt to be employed; if they had been in the serv-
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ices, they had honorable discharges; they were mostly married and
caring for their children. AI~o, they had a low incidence of history
of social problems such as imprisonment, commitment to a State
mental health institute, and such as this.

The reverse also is true of those with a low cultural identity. They
tend to have poor coping and also significant social problems.

I thought that this only undermines the com~on thought .th~t
people only had so much cultural, or so much inside culture within
their personality that if you fill up those WIth Indian culture, there
may not be any left over for coping. wi~h t.he majority of SOCIety.

Returning to the problems of the institutions, and I think t~ese
problems are only a part Indian problems, from my own perspective,
there are problems, too, of our social institutions and how they
operate. . f '1'

Indeed, you can look at statistics which indicate that Indian .am~ res
are in difficulty in Minnesota. The infant mortality rate I? high,
oftentimes from infectious disorders, from nutritional defficiencies,
child batt~ring while extremely infrequent, is a statistic becoming
more commonly known among Indian people.. .

So there are difficulties. Also, social workers in MInnesota, and I
believe, indeed, our whole welfare system in Minnesota is a superb
one compared to other States and even compared to other nations
around the world. Social workers within our State do a very excellent
job when they ~re called. upoD; to .~o.rk with .the aging or physically
handicapped, WIth learning disabilities, f.amlly problems of oJ?-e. or
another kind, so long as these occur within the 98 percent majority
of the population. .

It's been my own experience that the vastmajority of social workers
called to assist Indian families, when there IS a cr~sIs. or distress, do. a
very poor job. They do not work to keep the family intact, They WIll
not use the extended family resources. They won't us~ homemaker. or
mental health facilities or collaborate with Indian community
resources.

There seems to be an early recourse to foster pl~cement; foster
placement is often used as sort of a peace power against the family.
There's the stress to sort of whip the family into shape. when they
experience difficulties in living, rather than to foster family strength
and help the family through a crisis. ..,

1 don't have any blueprints for solving these difficulties. I think
they're extremely complex ones.

I think that perhaps Indian leadership in solving these problems,
at least from my own experience in the Twin Cities, has been the m?st
useful step toward amelioration that I have seen, where Indian
organizations take steps to reverse these trends and .to assume re-
sponsibility for the welfare within their own communities. .

Senator ABouREzK. Dr. Westermeyer, if I might just break m a
minute. I think, from what you said and from 'Y"hat we've heard
earlier today, and from my own experience, It IS p~etty ObVI~US
that when a non-Indian social worker, or a non-Indian authority
tries to impose their own standards on the Indian. people and the
Indian families, it is almost certainly doomed to failure, no matter
what they try.

I assume you agree with that statement?
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Dr. WESTERMEYER. Yes, like white physicians, white psychologists.
All the white workers have, I think, cultural blinders on that do
impede their work.

Senator ABOUREZK. Even psychologists and psychiatrists?
Dr. WESTERMEYER. No doubt; definitely.
Senator ABOUREZK. Senators and Oongressmen, too, I assume.
Dr. WESTERMEYER. I guess none of us has a very good track record.
Senator ABOUREZK. I would probably agree with that. Please

proceed.
Dr. WESTERMEYER. That really is the end of my statement. Just

as a final comment. I would like to mention that within the com­
munity many people have had increasing success in working with
health problems in Minneapolis, where there are a significant number
of Indian people within the family clinic itself, and where the white
professional stereotype is repeatedly undermined and produced. That
seems to be helpful.

We have another health clinic in which the money comes through
Indian hands. They decide what is done with it. In many ways these
two instances replicate the success that's been achieved by other
ethnic groups in our area for accomplishing their own welfare.

The Brotherhood, or the Jewish Family Services and Catholic
Welfare, tend to have a fairly high success rate. Very infrequently do
they need to resort to police power in order to protect life, for example.

That's the end of what I have to say.
Senator ABOUREZK. It is also obvious that there is a dearth of Indian

professionals that are available to work in these areas. What would
you recommend, by way of training, or cultural awareness sessions
for non-Indian psychologists and psychiatrists?

Dr. WESTERMEYER. I don't.
Senator ABOUREZK. Until such time as Indians might be trained?
Dr. WESTERMEYER. I don't have very much faith in that institu-

tional means of correction, because it puts the responsibility of change
on the professional who is at the top of the hierarchy. In other words,
he has to want to change himself or he won't change. And, if he would
have been open to change, he would have already accomplished that
without any outside interference.

I'm not thinking about that as an institutional means of correction.
However, when Indian people seem to have control over the purse
strings, in my limited experience in Minnesota, that seems to be a
good deal more efficient. The one instance where Indian health workers
have been drawn into it, really the leadership there has been taken
by a white physician, and that's fine as along as they stay in that
position. But, I'm afraid that once she leaves, her leadership will
leave with her and there's a lot of inertia for them to go back the way
they were.

I'm not talking about that as a way of strategy.
Senator ABOUREZK. Thank you very much for your testimony.
Senator BARTLETT. Dr. Westermeyer, do you feel that it is advan-

tageous that the Indian child be adopted by an Indian family?
Dr. WESTERMEYER. Yes, sir.
Senator BARTLETT. Is your experience, and you didn't mention

the support and the school situation of the peer group, in your practice
did you treat any children, Indian children, or come in contact with
Indian children who were in school situations?
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Dr. WESTERMEYER. In school situations in the Twin Oities, not
in boarding school situations.

Senator BARTLETT. I see.
Dr. WESTERMEYER. There are some psychiatrists in th~ country

that have worked in such settings further west, but I haven t.
Senator BARTLETT. What would you say is the main problem that

you run into of the snvironment? Is it the fact that the Indian children
are in a white foster home, or IS It the fa?t that the. Indian children
are not associating with other Indian children, or IS It some other
reason a matter of poverty, which Mr. Byler said it was not?

Dr. WESTERMEYER. You're speaking of the Indian? .
Senator BARTLETT. I'm speaking about the psychIatrIC p~oblems

that you have found. What would be the prime cause, that s what
I'm trying to get at. ..." .

Dr. WESTERMEYER. With the Indian child in grade school living
in a white foster home? . .

Senator BARTLETT. What I'm trying to find o~t is, what IS the prime
cause for the psychiatric difficulties found III children? .

Dr. WESTERMEYER. There are few psychiatric difficulties among
Indian children during their grade school years, while they are in
white foster homes. The vast majority makes pretty good adjustments
and we tend to see them infrequently.

The difficulty arises, primarily, during adolescence as they ~ry. to
assume a cultural identity and, because of their racial characteristics,
the majority of society refuses to . let them ex;press .that maJorIty
cultural identity and they're forced into an identity which they really
don't know how to behave in. They really don't know how to act as
Indians should. Many of them have lost contact With the extended
family back on the reservatio!l' . . .

The difficulties occur at this time, I think their problems grow out
of two things. One, having an identity that they can't expr~ss, the
majority identity; and being forced, because of their race, into an
identity that they don't understand.. .

The second not having around them other Indians, extended family,
who can supp~rt them through this difficult s.tage,.,,:,here they're being
expected to change their social and cultural identities. .

So I would see those two factors as being operative but not during
childhood primarily during adolescence. .

Senato; BARTLETT. Then, you wouldn't see very clearly the .solutIOn
to the problem of having Indian foster p~rents if such adoption was,
or having adoptive parents that were Indian?

Dr. WESTERMEYER. I think most adoptive and ~oster J?arents
would be necessarily much less often utilized if the Indian family had
services to keep the families intact. . '

Senator BARTLETT. Did you have a chance to make a Judgment
between foster parents and adoptive parents? .

Dr. WESTERMEYER. I didn't run into enough adoptive parents to
really obtain what I thought was significant in number. I only !J.ad
three cases where people were adopted at a young age and then raised
within a white family.

Senator BARTLETT. Is there a lack of Indian parents who are
interested in adoptions, or is this just not pursued? .

Dr. WESTERMEYER. I think that's a complicated question. In
Minnesota once a person is adopted, at least III the past, their
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finances have stopped. So, if you have an Indian couple who is coping
and has a large enough home, usually Ihey have so many other children
of their own and children of kinship, that to take another child on
is virtually impossible. . " .

So, you're talking abo~t the maJor:Ity of.In~Ian people who mIg~t

take on this kind of a child, not having this kmd of money to do It.
So, there's an economic stricture against it.

Also there is the matter of housing. A lot of the rules that grew
out of 'the housing, grew out of a previous era in which housing was
related to infectious disease, tuberculosis and streptococcosis. There's
that emphasis on infectious disease within a home rather with caring
parents. All of that get~ into a rather complicated area th!1t operates
against adoption by Indian parents, and for adoption by white J.?arents.

Senator BARTLETT. What has been your experience With the
readjustment problems of children who have been in non-Indian
homes and who return to Indian homes in Indian communities?

Dr. WESTERMEYER. That doesn't happen very often, at least
returning to the home of origin.

What does happen fairly often, is that people raised in this way
do drift back, say, in the area of Minneapolis, where they know there
are some relatives around, but they don't go back out to the reser­
vation, and they may make contact with their extended kinship
group, but they do thatwhen they're 16 or about 18 ye~rs old. They
do it when they're runnmg away at age 16, or they do It when they
finally get out of school at the age of 18 or out of the service at age
20.

That's when I see these people are having suicide attempts. or
difficulty with alcoholism, using drugs. That's when they are surfacmg
the psychiatric recognizance and that's when they end up on my
ward. .

Senator BARTLETT. To carry that a bit further, in the adults that
you see that have had this background, is that a continuing matter,
where you have had good success and readjustments? What has been
your experience?

Dr. WESTERMEYER. It's extremely difficult once this pat~ern estab­
lishes itself in the late teens or early twenties, and a person III the n:nd­
thirties or forties decides that that isn't any longer the way to live,
and you're really talking about rehabili tation. It is extremely expensive
and has very limited goals, and a somewhat low success rate.

I can point to a few dozen people that I feel re!111y have done well,
but it has been at great cost to themselves, and It has been at great
cost to any children or family they have. The family is all busted up.
It is such a long rehabilitation that probably 60 or 70 percent of them
are not going to be rehabilitated. They are going to end up In the
morgue or in prison, or in an institution of some kind.

All efforts in that area are good, they certainly aren't, from my own
perspective, a solution. I guess that is why I was willing and anxious
to come here today because I see what I'm doing in my own little
place, sitting in a psychiatric unit, while it may be of interest to me,
certainly it isn't going to solve the problem of the Indian people.

Senator BARTLETT. I think that you mentioned the inadequacy
of white and black, in general, to know the social needs of Indians and
to really be able to analyze any solutions as best as they might?
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Dr. WESTERMEYER. That's true. The economic center, too. I'm at a
university setting where the citizens pay my salary and I can see
people irrespective of their ability to pay. Most mental health workers,
this isn't true of them. Somebody has to pay them or they don't
provide care.

Senator BARTLETT. Dr. Westermeyer, thank you very much.
Senator ABOUREZK. Thank you very much for your testimony,

Dr. Westermeyer.
The next witness will be Mrs. Alex Fournier from Fort Totten,

N. Dak.
Mrs. Fournier, would you like to come up to the witness stand, and I

think it might be better if your grandson not come up to the stand
itself. I think that was a rough experience on Anna Townsend, and I
don't want us to repeat that.

Is this the first time you've been in Washington?

STATEMENT OF MRS. ALEX FOURNIER, FORT TOTTEN, N. DAK.

Mrs. FOURNIER. This is the second time.
Senator ABOUREZK. So you have flown on an airplane before and

you aren't as nervous about the Capitol here and all these buildings
and the television lights and so on?

Mrs. FOURNIER. No.
Senator ABOUREZK. Good.
Would you tell us your name and where you are from?
Mrs. FOURNIER. I'm originally from Holliday, N. Dak.
Senator ABOUREZK. Do you live there now?
Mrs. FOURNIER. I'm living there now. I used to live there, and

then I moved to Devils Lake in Fort Totten.
Senator ABOUREZK. What tribe are you enrolled in?
Mrs. FOURNIER. The Mandan Tribe.
Senator ABOUREZK. You have living with you your grandson,

and his name is Ivan Brown?
Mrs. FOURNIER. He isn't my grandson. This child is no relative of

mine, but I have taken him since his mother died.
Senator ABOUREZK. Are either of his parents living?
Mrs. FOURNIER. He takes me as his mother, and I take him as my

own.
Senator ABOUREZK. Is his father living?
Mrs. FOURNIER. They were not legally married. They were just

living together, the mother and father.
Senator ABOUREZK. How long have you had Ivan in your home?
Mrs. FOURNIER. He's 9 now. He was only about 3 weeks old when

I started babysitting and raised him from there on.
Senator ABOUREZK. Did you have an experience with the county

welfare people in North Dakota?
Mrs. FOURNIER. Yes. In Benson County, I did.
Senator ABOUREZK. Do you want to tell us about the experience

you had? When was it, first of all?
Mrs. FOURNIER. It was around 1968, I think.
Senator ABOUREZK. 1968?
Mrs. FOURNIER. Yes.
When I first got the child.




