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Legal custody—Private agency Total: 242, White/198, Indian/28 Foster
families—Total: 469, White/335, Indian/105(1/3)

Rural totals of Minnesota 17,847, Indian/1695
With parents, 12,834, Indian 987
Rural Public Welfare Commissioner—total 811, Indian/283.

Legal custody or private agencies total 1959, Indian/283

Foster homes—total 2775, Indian/551

InvorvemeENT 1IN CRIMINAL JUsTICE SYsSTEM BY INDIAN
Foster CHILDREN

My involvement with the Indian youth of Duluth has taken me intoc many
arealst. One of these areas has been the juvenile justice system and the subsequent
results.

Of all the Indian youth that I have been in contact with through the justice
system, 80.59, of these kids have been or are involved with foster homes or
group homes. Of these youth, the large majority of them have been forced or very
subtly pushed into forgetting their people and their culture. The cultural shock
of being removed from their families has been devastating to these young Indian
people. The forcing of alien values, beliefs and culture has produced another
group of very confused and unfortunately, partially assimilated or totally assim-
ilated young Indians.

The practice of removing young Indians from their families has become a big
business for white families and a cop-out for the Welfare system. The saving of
Indian youth from their own people has become the answer to the so-called
Indian problem. Welfare sits by and gives white foster parents the job of raising
Indian children as good Christian Americans with a sense of value and worth,
instead of allowing that child to remain in his home and retain a culture of beauty,
rationale and spiritualness.

Again, white people are getting rich off the Indian. The white man has used the
Indian’s art, handicrafts, land base, bodies and now their children to obtain the
almighty dollar. The entire practice of foster placement is a disguise for further
humiliation, destruction of family life, assimilation of a people and the ultimate
genocide of the American Indian.

The cycle never ends for Indian youth because the child cannot relate to his
white foster parents and their values. He or she builds up a resentment that can
take many manifestations. Unfortunately, most Indian youth take the route of
breaking the law and thus becoming involved with the juvenile justice system.
This involvement only gives the courts and welfare the excuse to continue foster
care. The scale of Indian flesh by Welfare to white foster parents is a poor excuse
for a solution to the Indian problem. When, in fact, the real Indian problem is
the whiteman himself. The young Indian never learns to cope with his new
environment because the foster parents far too often see him or her as a meal
ticket. He is never accepted as an Indian; he always has to change to the foster
parents ideas of a young adult or child. School is a problem because the foster
parents and the school have their pre-conceived ideas of the Indian as a low
achiever who will never amount to anything.

The sensitivity and human care for young Indians died with the Sand Creek
Massacre, the Washita Massacre and the Wounded Knee Massacre. Money has
replaced humane attitudes in the whiteman’s world and thus the Indian is sold
on the block as a slave. He or she becomes a slave to a demoralizing, dehumanizing,
ineffective and outdated set of values and beliefs,

There are no other conclusions to draw except that the Indian has been and
still is being forced from his world into an alien one. The Indian is still not recog-
nized as a human being with rights and privileges, even though he was given
his life in all the major wars of this century, honored his end of the treaties,
respected the flag and accepted the principles that this country was based on.

Stealing our future as a people is one of the greatest crimes the whiteman has
ever devised. He justifies it with the fact that the Indian is a “pagan’, a believer
in the preservation of nature, a non-user of mineral resources, a non-destroyer of
the land and a family man. All of which have gone by the wayside because they
don’t adhere to progress and civilization. The whiteman has used progress as an
excuse to conquer and own all, including people of other cultures. No one asks the
Indian how he feels and what he believes, because after all he is only a pagan
savage with a thirst for the whiteman’s medicine, alcohol.

The entire question of Indian parents rights has been violated. The Indian
parents have never been consulted about their children and whether they can be
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Duluth Youth Worker.
InpisN Foster CHILD

i i 1d, of the Fond du
ing i imonv by Vincent Martineau, 23 years old, y
T}}e (fic'):z,lr(l) V{{ngsge;;(&sg;m?v{g B}I’artineau spent a great portxonlof hﬁs ocfmtll?;l%{r)x(?i ioafrfl
%I?ec rense;vation and placed in white foster homes. Billy Blackwe
yestioned him. -
Y({Quiﬁilstli);g.g :{n what year were you taken from your family
Answer. September, 1963;~£3 gears old.
; aken? i
QAﬁesifrgn.l\th%’agxegre c%figg. They thought my n‘f?wther couldn’t take care of us.
on off the reservation? ) )
%Itlgi?gf ‘Y%:reT}\?;lg;kr;?les away. 1 was placed in jail 17 days while they at
d to find me a foster home. ) )
teragzgtion. Were you taken to a non-Indian family?
gﬁzzgn Yfgso.w many non-Indians f amilies haveyou and your brothers and sisters
been shlppeld4 (%ff tplff
. amilies. i
gzizgns. How many brothers and sisters do you have?
1 ion— from
gﬁ%}zsevziﬁt kind of effect did moving you off of the reservation—away
: d family have on you! .
your natural parents an 1 e from my family, all 1
took me away from my peopie, :
bré&trlmlsev:: gnrghs?zters, everyone. I lost all my Indianess, language, religion,
V ?
m%erétgg;erfse ;fog?xllzngg%\;n up, have you fel‘i ghe hurt of being taken away:
uestion. )
1 i away from your people’ sters.
D?Aquévgl}s%{z};e fléggé)cexgilgy feelyfor the same problems for my prothers and siste
al . . 7 . :
R ltzstnevleirg\;cg I;c%{l or your brothers and sisters ever .b%egx literally instructed
to %qf;gozrlx)ti.nue or forget your Indian People and their beliefs?
Answer. Yes. Definitely.
Question. Have you or your brothers
as juveniles?
r. Yes. To a large extent. ]
ggzsvgfon. Do you attribute any of this to your be
Answer. Yes.

; ; i very-
ggngfg‘n'lzvt})l\ﬁt in me a resentment, & feeling of anger, they had stolen every

1 the world. I didn’t care. i
thlélgefs?m Il%ed goﬁvai‘:snf)n\? %tahter Indian children in this area of Minnesota who have
peen placed in white foster homes?

Answer. Yes.

; : i the
%ﬁ%@f ‘(%f/?: §32}§yo'f the children of the village I grew up 1, Sawyer, on

1 i et man
Fond du Lac Reservation. The population 18 280, Since then I have m y
Whé)u?setgsnal%%gﬁlcfio%% ?a?;,l ‘i)sﬁtting Indian children in Minnesota, 1 white foster
homes by welfare is big business?

: o ,
83?57?& I]t)ge;%?intl}irli you will ever recover from what happened to you

Answer. I hope so. . . . 1 just don’t know.
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beliefs,
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Pusric Law 280 SrarEs—CALIFORNIA, MinNesora, NEBRASKA, OREGON, AND
Wisconsin

“The utmost good faith shall always be observed toward the Indians; their
lands shall never be taken from them without their consent; and in their property,
rights and liberty, they shall never be invaded or disturbed, unless in justified
and lawful wars authorized by Congress; but laws founded in justice and humanity
shall from time to time be made, for preventing wrongs being done to them, and
for preserving peace and friendship with them.”

The language of this ordinance was reaffirmed with minor changes by the first
Congress under the Constitution in 1789,

In 1953, Congress approved House Concurrent Resolution 108 which, contrary
to the “atmost good faith’’ which is “always” to be observed toward Indians
and contrary to the principles of the Indian Reorganization Act of 1934, pur-

1950’s. Public Law 280, enacted 14 days after House Concurrent Resolution 108,
was part of this termination policy.

Public Law 280 provided for what seems to be a unilateral assumption of eivil
and criminal jurisdiction by states over Indians without the consent of Indians.
Many Indian tribes and people at this time objected to the law as written and
asked that an amendment be attached to the legislation which would require a
referendum among Indians before the state could assume jurisdiction over them.
Congress did not heed to the Indian wishes, and it became law, as is. There seems
to be a serious legal question as to whether Public Law 280 has any validity in
any state, regardless of how that state assumed jurisdiction because, in the absence
of Indian consent, Public Law 280 as part of the policy of termination could well
be an illegal attempt by the United States abrogate its responsibility to the
Indian people.

Throughout the administrations of John F. Kennedy, Lyndon B. Johnson and
Richard M. Nixon, administration policy has been one of self-determination by;
Indian people. Public Law 280 runs against the grain of todays national policy.
Therefore, it is the consensus of the Indian people of Duluth, Minnesota that
Public Law 280 be abolished and new laws be enacted which would be in line of
the present self-determination poliey.

SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS

(1) That an Indian child care agency (possibly the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe,
Sioux Communities, and urban populations) be established and contract directly
with the federal government for all D/HEW and BIA funds for child caring
services; that is, set up their own field offices and case workers.

) To begin the return of Indian children to their natural homes or Indian
foster or group homes, and a drastic lowering of the adoption rate of Indian
children by non-Indian families,

Furthermore, that this Indian child that this Indian child care agency be given
thorough supervision of all Indian children in foster and group care.

(8) That Indian parents facing termination of parental rights hearings be given
thorough knowledge of their right to a court appointed attorney.

(4) That Congress authorize and make funds available for the position of the
Division of Child Welfare and Family Protection Services within the Department
of Health, Education and Welfare.

(5) That new laws be enacted regarding the make-up, operation, and philosophy
of all juvenile treatment facilities and 1nstitutions to better ensure treatment and
not punishment.

(6) Recommendation on Public Law 280 (87 stat. 588) as enacted by the 83rd
Congress, Ist session, August 15, 1953. Pertaining to the original policy of the
United States of America, the Northwest Ordinance of 1787 provides a oft quoted
reminder of “‘original” federal policy toward Indians:
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DepPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE,
SociaL AND REHABILITATION SERVICE,
Washangton, D.C., April 18, 1968.

(State Letter No. 1031)

To: State Agencies administering approved public assistance plans. )
Subject: Eliggibility of Indians, Ineluding Those Living on Reservations, for
Medical Care and Services Under Provisicns of Social Security Act.

uestions have been raised which indicate States may not be clear as to the
eligbi]ity of Indians for medical care and services provided under the Social
urity Act. ] ) )
SecTIfelz ¥ollowing interpretations are aimed at resolving any uncertainty in this
regard: ) ) ] der a
. Indians shall have the same rights to receipt of medical services under
St;te &gfgpproved under any of the public assistance titles of the Soical Security
Act, mcluding title XIX, as do all other individuals in the State who meet the
’s eligibility requirements. i ) o
Stg?elsneltlt%é casz ofqa person who qualifies as an Indian beneficiary, the Division
of Indian Health, Public Health Service, Department of Health, Education, and
Welfare, may assume residual responsibility for medical care and services not
included in the appropriate State plan, and for items that are encompassed by
the plan, if such Indian chooses to utilize the Indian health facilities, without
aﬁ‘ecting’ the eligibility of the Indian under the State’s medical assistance or
blic assistance program. . )
Otg(?rllﬂqldelr the provisyi)on»f)r of its approved medical assistance plan or other
public assistance plans, the State agency responsible for such plans has primary
responsibility for meeting the cost of the services provided therein for all indi-
viduals, regardless of race, who apply and are found eligible.
Sincerely, SterrEN P. SiMONDS,
Commassioner.

DePARTMENT oF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE,
Socraru AND REHABILITATION SERVICE,
Washington, D.C., March 3, 1969.

(State Letter No. 1062)

: State Agencies Administration Approved Public Assistance Plans.
ggbject:eElgggibﬂity of Indians, Including Those Living on Reservations for
" Assistance and Services Under Provisions of the Social Security Act.

1 1 i to the
tions have been raised which indicate States may not be clear as
eligllo?lsitly of Indians for financial assistance and services provided under the
ial Security Act. ) , } : 7
So%ﬁe followisrzg interpretations are aimed at resolving any uncertainty in this

d: )

re%B.IState plan provision putting into effect titles I, IV, X, XTIV, XVI, and XIX
must be available State-wide to all eligible individuals. This includes State pl%n
provisions added as a result of the 1967 legisl?tuzn with reference to AFDC-
ssistance, unemployed fathers, and foster care. .
Eane Ii*si?lrggclzlsgssistar’lce thrcl))ugh the Bureau of Indian Affairs, U.S. Department
of the Interior (as well as medical assistance through Indian Health Service,
Public Health Service, U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, (see
State Letter No. 1031)), 1s not available to individuals eligible for assistance from
her source. )
anng};stcarnze, therefore from the Bureau of Indian Affairs, Department of tlll’e
Interior, cannot be considered a basic resource in determining an md}vxdu:}a,1 i
eligibility for a federally assisted program under the Social Security Act, since tha
resource is not actually available to persons eligible for the public assistance
programs.
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3. The Social Security Act provides that Federal sharing is available, under
certain conditions when a child has been removed from his own home as the result
of a judicial determination. The court or other judicial authority must have juris-
diction in such matters. Indian tribal courts and courts of Indian offenses are
courts of competent jurisdiction in this respect, and are so recognized by the laws
and regulations of the United States.

Therefore, on Indian reservations, the authority of the tribal court to make such
judicial determinations must be recognized by the State welfare agency as a
proper authority for this provision of the Act.

4. This issuance does not replace or in any way modify State Letter No. 1031
which relates to medical assistance.

Sincerely,

StTePHEN P. SiMONDS,
Commassioner.

Yarima INDIAN AGENCY,
Toppenish, Wash., April 3, 1974,

Affidavit

I, Don James Morrison, duly swear that I am the above named person, and the
foregoing is the truth to the best of my knowledge.

At the approximate age of 6 or 7 years, I noticed that my skin was brown and
darker than my parents. I started asking questions of my father (referring to
adoptive father) and he would tell me I was too young yet to understand. I asked
my mother (referring to adoptive mother) and she wanted to know why I was
asking. I told her that my skin was a brown, and darker than her’s. She told me I
was adopted and my natural parents were killed in a car accident.

My second grade teacher was the one that told me I was an Indian, around the
ages of 7 or 8. My adoptive parents told me when I was between the age of 9 and
10 that I was an Indian, not mentioning a Tribe or where I was from.

In recalling my adoptive parents, who were of Non-Indian, some of the follow-
ing incidents come to my mind of their treatment towards me during the early
age, very small to 11 years of age.

I can recall at an early age that I was locked in my bedroom and the door
locked, that the sky was blue and turning dark; that an old washing machine was
in a closet, which to me was a monster of some kind. I started to really cry and my
father (referring to adoptive father) came in and I ran to him, wanting to be
picked up and he wouldn’t, he started to leave and I followed, but he took me back
mto the room. If it was not for my mother I would probably have been left in
there. I can remember at one time he dumped a barrel of around a 50 gallon drum,
which contained some rain water and rocks that I had been putting in there, on top
of my head because he got mad at me for putting rocks in it. Another time I have
remembered and can not forget is the time I climed an old crab apple tree and he
(referring to adoptive father) had me climb down and he beat me with three hoses
(regular garden type) tied together. Another incident was when I used some oil
that I shouldn’t have on a chain, and I was told to remove my belt and I guess I
did not do this fast enough, so my father went and got a big one which had a
buckle on it and he used this on me for a long time, I remember rolling on the
ground trying to get away; and when he got through there was blood on my back.
Another time he told me to do something and I did not get up right away and he
picked me up off the chair and threw me against the wall (the house had a cement
foundation) and I hit the cement foundation pushing my shoulder blade out of
place a little bit, and it has remained that way since.

When I was told to do something by my father, I had to do it right now and be
told only once or—he would give it to me. At one time he slapped me across the
face leaving a red mark where he had hit me. When T made & mistake he would
let me know about it for weeks on end.

When I reached the age of 8 years I was started on doing manual labor by
digging ditches, a bank on the place, digging up tree stumps, and cutting brush.

When I was a junior in high school, I wanted to go to an Indian Boarding School,
and my father got real mad, I felt that I would have been better off there. I had
a feeling of rejection from the kids at school and from my father.

I recall these incident as part of those that were not so bad.
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There was a lot of abuse that I took mentally and physically which I just want
to forget ever happened. It is of my opinion that he tried to break me down
mentally and physically. He was forever putting me down in front of his friends
and anybody that was around at the time. It was not until, just before he died
that he realized that he had treated me very badly. He had never wanted me from
the very beginning. ] o

Ther}é Wags no eiplanation of Indian, language, culture, history, or religion after
finding out that I was of an Indian descent.

nl\/}ygadoptive mother, was like a real mother should be, she protected and
guided me through my years and life. Her protection of me from my adoptive
father was what kept me going. ) . o

aIt is of my oplnign that it 1 too tough for an Indian child to live in an Non-
Indian Home. After they find out they are an Indian, there should be an Indian
around that they can talk to. .

Done and dated this date April 3, 1974, at the Yakima Indian Agency,
Toppenish, Washington.

Marearer C. GWiNN,

Notary Public in and for the State of
Washengton. Residing in Wapato, Wn.
My commission expires February 16, 1975.
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