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This ~gen:y provid8s social ~nd financial services to the residents of
Itasca County. \~ithin uhe geuera L population of Itasca ceuntv, there a r e a
nunb er of /..;::cric.s.n Indir:.ns. On an overall narg Ln we esti~a~e: t ha t S~ of
our total cazelcad is Indian. This figure is inclusive of both our
finar.cial end scc LaL se.rvice progr ams . l'!ost of the pcr scn s of f..o.erictin
Ir.di:;,.c herituge reside 0:1 the portion of the Le.ech Lake Reservation that

extends into Itasca County.

Very truly yours,
f) I'

~?Y I!i/vY-&-pl~
Georc~. DeGuiseppi
Social Work Supervisor

It is felt that the project such as established some few Qonths ago
;,as one that may develop the needed r esource of added foster care services
for the Ane r Lcan Indian of the Leech Lake Reser.....a t Lon area.

This agency has had interest and a;'are~ess of the Foster Care Project
entered into by the :·lir~nesota Chi.ppevra Tribe \,:ith Health, Ed;::caticp., and
~elfare, and Cass County Social Service. I have been at several gatherings
,.,here ca::lic::: the Project Stuff was de5cribi;:~g the pr-oj ec t and the. intent

of the grant fro::r H.E.H.

The ~atter of co~cern in your project is foster care services for the
Accrican I~dian. Our agency in the past has been able to recruit ir.to ou~
foster care program a number of Indian families. As ",uch as possible we
have a Lvays atte;;:pted to provide Indian homes for Indian children. I<e were

not always successful.

This agency is supportive of your-efforts in this particular area of
foster care developQent, and the agency's assurance give~ is that "e "ould
tlutually and cooperatively extend our hand in any development of this
particular area of service as is able to be deoonstrated and/or achieved.

Dear Hr. Aitken:

Mr. Robert Aitken, Directoc
Social Services
Micnesota Chippewa Tribe
P. O. Box 217
Cas s Lake, ~:inr:esota 56633

/,~:(j;,~~~ci_: :til:

I ITASCA COUNTY
SOCIAL SERVICE P. O. 130:< 570, Grand Rapids, Minn. 557·,4
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I'lay 9, 1977

D::P;\ r T!(: r: HTOr soc i /--.!_ SE::'/ ICE: S
P.O. [lOX !:H. w!-.u~[n, UilNI'lCSOTA ~ ~w~

If IS) Sj7·mo

PHOHC 7~1·4310

BOX cua
BEMIDJI. MINN£SOTA !;H:S601

C. r:. f,(EL.OE"I'lG, OIAI:CTon

BELTRA!,,;I COUNTY \\'L:LFARE DEPf,RTf',1ENT

;!llY 5, 1977 JOHt! FJeLSTUL.
DiuctVf'

Dear ~·!r. At tken :

hie support t ac concept; of r e Lf .to. r ar-af.nc t Lon D.S vic;:;,l. to f
the f'uturc of the Arier Lcan Lnd i.•cn , You ccn be as s uru o 0

cur co un t Lnue d t.n t e r-cc c end ~.'illi:':.r.r..c3s to cocper<::cc .
in the cevel.1?::lC~t of s oc f.a L s e rvf.cc proGrai::ting in tnc
,A..:!:~ri cnn Ir.tli.:.:.n cc.enun Lty ,

Dear Bob:

He wd.sh to share ~it:, you our ap cn cy l s PC51t!..ve feelings
toward your ~fforts to seck co~~i~ued funding for the
American Indccn 'to::; ter Care l'roj c c t; ,

It has been our pLe a s ur'c to work \;i~h the >:.i:1::J.esotD. C!i.ippeHa
Tribe, Leech Lake !~c5ervntio:1 Business Ccrc-Lt t.ee and tne
~.2ric;::.n Iflcii~!";\ pro j c.ct; s t a f f pc reons for t hc pOlS;. s,:veral
months tnrcv: th~ cur rent; Foe t e r C~re Proj cct . ..;e. reel
the project a.as dcmon s t r a t e d a ~"G"i:'!:L,;:,le rc1.:.?~icn~,hip be t.ween
Indian cue .ou."1t.:,. r-;over...l:.:-.g bodies Ls pozs Lb Le ,

Robert Aitken, Director
So c i a L ~~cr'.:i.cc.s

Hfnnc so t a CnLpp e'....a 'iribe
P.O. tO~l~ 217
Cass Lake,~: 56633

Cordially

'1 ) I.'] '. 1./I . '. r
I 1/./. ".;;;/'!"" "-'l0 "ij ••

:...-:Jchn Fjclstul
Director

Yours truly,

v , c--; /' ,. ,J
~~//ty7·()1.C';/y

. Lloyd «. J olurs on
Director of Socinl Service

.\
........

Dur i ng tile ;.:O:1c:j::' that tile project has be e n in e x i s t cn ce , several s t gn.i f i can t

chsa,1g~s have occur-eo i or us. He have a t t epp t e d for many years to recruit
Indian foster ho::-:.cs for indian ch i Ld rc n and v e have Get \·lith vcry little or
:10 success. 1\5 a s e cond a r y b i v produc t of the p r o j e c t , we now have s e vc r a L
lndi.:n f os t e r hD~es that a r e p r e s en t Ly actively i.nvo Lve d in caring for
ch'i l d re n . Ano th e r si:;nificant bi-~rod:'lct of the p ro j e c t is the closer wo r k i n g
rel ..c t i on s ht o whi ch now c ri s t s b e t.oc e n the entire? Social Service Divisio:1
of oo t h the :a:l:lGsota Chi?pc'.,'a Tr i b e a t C.:.lSS L.Jk~ and the ~eltrami County
~~.:l:Q.re De p a r t nc n t a z B.2::idji. An d , of c ou r s e , .J. raos t Si~i...i f i can t ch an ge
is occuri:~~ iIl the provision of protective Garvices for all childrcll, but
c s pec i a Ll y :"'::02 :~ati\'e !\2cri.c;lns.

This letter is written in support of the extension or rCllewal of the Leech
Lake Indian Foster Care Project.

It has been an interesting experience for ~e to have had some association
wi t h the p r o j e ct since it b agan , I firraly believe that it is a ne c es s a ry

project oDd one tllat certainly OU~lt to be continued if we are to 2eet ttle
goals th2.t bot~ you alld we arc striving to achieve. As I am the Direct0r
of Soc i e l Se rv i c e s in t iie Ec l t r aau Coun t y \',:e.lfa.re De par t ccn t , my r e La t i on sh i p
to the pr o jc c t is one. of be:in~ On t~12 fringes rather than che center of the
p r oj e c t ' s focus and ccn cc r n .

It i.s cc r t a i nIy our hope that the project wi l I bc continued and adequo t c Ly
funded for Lur rhc r pursuit or the goals tha t I have nen t i oue d . I can c e r t a i n Ly
p Ledae t:1C con t i nucd suppo r t Clod cocpc r a t i on of this agency in pr es e rvi nj; .:J.

quality of care for c!lilJren, includi~g tIle protection of tllcir 11crilucc.

r I
!-rr. nob Ad t.k cn
Director of SQci~l Se~lices

Hinncsal:2. Chi ppewa Tribe
Box L17

L Ca s s Lake, ;.:; 56633 ..J
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STATE OF MINNESOiA
CEPARTt...ENT or PUOLIC Y/El.,.FARE

CENTENNIAL OFFICE: E3UILuING

ST. PAUL, r.'llNI../E:SOTA 55155

Hay 6, 1977

Hr. Robert /~itl~c!l

Director of. Soc::'.::ll Services
Hinr;~sotCl Cui pp eva Tribe
P.O. Box 217
Cas s Lal;e , ;:1 56633

Dear Hr. Aitl:cn:

G!:NERAL
INF"OI-l'-4ATIOIl

e l~ 1211e·61 I 7
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.louse Subconnri t i ,e on Indian Affairs and Public Lands

My name is Gi 11 Cat Jy, and I ar,1 a supcrvi sor worktng for the Cass

County Depar-tment "f Soci a1 Servi cos . ~ly purpose here today is

to describe a mutu, 1 effort by the tli .meso ta Chippewa Tribe and

cass County to pro: ide better child v/,,,lfare services for Indian

famil i es on the Let ch Lake Reservati 0'1.

Cass County is located in the North central part of Minnesota and

includes the bulk of the Leech Lake l~eservation. In t1innesota the

legal responsibility for the provision of social services to Indian

I unde r s t cr.d that the. !·!ir_'1c-sota. ChLpp ewa Tribe. pLuns to apply for a research
and der.ous t r at aon graut froL:l tr.(:. Dcpar tr.cn t; of HeaLth , Lduce t acn , and
\·:elfGi.rc in. oL'ce.r to j):oovicie i.=.?l:o\'ccl child ~:G!lf2ra. scrv i.ccs to Indian
facili~s.

On bch~lf of the D~~art:-tnt c£ r~blic W~lf~re, I want to eX?r~~s our €n­
ccurngcc.ent end ~:\i.P~:::::t of 't!~:.t the rlin71:!~cta ChLpp ctca .fribc. hopes to
acccco Lt ch and I tr:.i::k. tha t; !lir;>1~~so~a vou Ld be a geed testing grc.;J!::.1 for
such ~ de:-lonstrat::'oa p-:ojc.ct.

. I ac L1:.,',si:e:: of the f ac t th.r.t the LE8Ch Lal;e Project has had sene nrob Leras in
its orgnr:i::2.tion, hut l.avc been fully assured thc t this is in th~ precess of
being Lr oaec out:: end vi.Ll, be. pll.:.:'!6i:1g "fu LL speed ahead II.

Good luck in thi::> new endeuvor.

Sincerely ycurs ,

/'-? __---If If , J
~/ ,j"/.f ~J.~U.;::.u,-",
-~.............~
Zc~ta Fcdc r
h~J~ter Ccr c t;~cci.:list
~crvicc D~vulo?~~nt S~ction

Division of Social Services

ITh/cif

AN "-OUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

families on the reservations of the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe rests

with the county of residence. In Cass County, American Indians con-

stitute approximately 10% of the total county population, but Indi cn

children constitute 80% of the children Cass County has ~laced in

foster care. Thus, historically, an Indian child in Cass County

was about 8 times 1110re likely to be separated from his family and

cultural heritage than a non-Indian child. The children were usually

placed in non-Indian foster homes. These appalling statistics are

a legacy of the past. The Minnesota Ch ippewa Tribe and the Cass

County Department of Social Servi ces are now working together to remedy

what can only be described as a social catastrophe.

In July of 1975, the Cass County Welfare ~oard agreed to fund a full

time Indiun child welfare service worker under the supervision of the
..-_.,_._-_.~..-_._- .__..

11in,lesota Ch ippewa Tribe to work specificall.i'_Ylith Indian children on
..._-"------- .•. _--- -_ ..._._- -_..__.__._-----

the Leech Lake Reserv.ati on. As mutual respect and trus t developed
-----------
between the a~encies, Vie jointly prepared an application through the

11innesota Department of Public \Jelfare for a project demonstration grant
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