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BELTRAM] COUNTY WIELFARE DEPARTIMENT
€. Z. MELDERG, DIRECTOR
PHONRE 751.4310
BOX GC8

BEMIDJIL, MINNESOTA 566801

1218) $47-1340

May 5, 1977 JOHM FJELSTUL
Director

¥Mr. Bob Aitken K
Director of Socizl Services
Minnesota Chippewa Tribe
Pox 217

LFass Lake, i 56633 3

Dear Mr. Aitken:

This letter is written in support of the extension or renewal of the Leech
Lake Indian Foster Care Project.

It has been an interesting experience for me to have had some association
with the project since it besgan. I firmly believe that it is a necessary
project and cae that certainly ought to be continued if we are to meet the
goals that both you and we are striving to achieve. As I am the Director

of Social Services in tine Becltrami County Welfare Departzent, my relationship
to the project is ome of being on the {ringes rather than the center of the
project's focus and ccaccra.

During the monciis that the project has been in existence, several significant
changes have occured for us. We have attempted for meny ycars to recruit
Indian foster homes for Indien childran and we have met with very little or
no success. As a secondary bi-product of the project, we now have several
Indicn foster hemas that are presently actively involved in caring for
children. Another simificant bi-product of the project is the closer working
relationship which now e:nists betucen the entire Social Service Division

of both the ilinnesota Chippewa Tribe at Cass Lake and the Seltrami County
Uelfare Deparcment ar Benidji. And, of course, a most signiflicant change

is occuring in the provision of prOCOCthL services for all children, but
especially the lative Azmericans.

It is certainly our hope that the project will be continued and adequately
funded for further pursuit of the goals that I have mentioned. I can czrtainly

pledze the continued support and cocperation of this agency in preserving a
vality of care for children, including the protection of their heritage.

Yours truly,

f/J ,—-.,);u/./

.Lloyd ﬁ//Johxcon

Director of Social Service

. SEDVICE

i, Jchn Fjelstul

P.0. BOX 517, WALKER, MINHESOTA - S84

May 9, 1977

Robert Aitken, Director
Social Services
Mimnesota Cnippewa Tribe
P.0. tox 217

Cass Lake, 17 506633

Dear Bob:

We wish to share with you ocuX apency 's pesitive feelings
toward your eiforts toc seek convinued funding for the
Americen Indian Foster Care Project.

asure to work with the inmesota Chippevwa
cservation Business Cemmittee and the
Americen Indizn project stafl persons for tha past sgveral
months threu- thia current Foster Care Project. Ve feel

the projecc aas den oﬁstruced a worlable relaticnship between
Indian end .ounty governing bodies is possible.

It hes been our ple
Tribe, Leech Lake X

|.‘

We support the concept of sel deteraination as vi al.tc
the future of the erican lndizn. You cen be assu
cur count int cnd wiliineness to cooperate
in the devel
rorican In

Cordially

Director




OFFICE OF THE
covMISSIGHER
€12/23¢-27¢1

STATE OF MINNECOTA
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE

CEMNTENNIAL OFFICE BUILDING GENERAL
I INFOHMA TION
ST. PAUL, INNESOTA 55155 iaraseat

lay 6, 1977

Mr, Robert fAitken

Director of Social Services
Minnesota Caippewa Irite
P.0. Box 217

Cass Laike, 41 56633

Dear Mr. Altken:

I understcad that the Mitnesota Chirpewa Tribe plans to apply for a research
and deronstration grant from the Departrment of Health, Ldvcaticn, and
Welfare in order to provide improved child welfare services to Indian
fapiliss.

On behzlf of the Dapartment cf Tuvblic Welfare, I want to express our en=
courapenent and supgert of what the Hinnesota Chippewa Iribe hepes to
accemplisi and 1 i that linnesota would be a good testing ground for
such a denonstraticn project.

"I an awere of the faet that the Leech Lake Project has had some problems in
its organization, but have been fully assurad that this is in the process of
being ironec¢ out and will be plunging "“full speed ahczd'.

Good luck in this new endeavor.
Sincerely yours,
‘s
/7 //_.4‘/‘ Vi
- Tt e AL _J
L L, Tt A
Zetta Feder
Lﬁdster Czre Speciolist

Servica Davelopront Sczction
Division of Social Services

ITh/cif

AN EQUAL OPRORTUNITY EMPLOYER

R )
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douse Subcommiti e on Indian Affairs and Public Lands

My name-is Dil11 Cacly, and I am a supcrvisor working for the Cass
County Department «f Social Services. My purpose here today is
to describe a nmutucl effort by the Miinesota Chippewa Tribe and
Cass County to provide better child walfare services for Indian

families on the Lecch Lake Reservation.

Cass County is locited in the Horth central part of Minnesota and
includes the bulk of the Leech Lake Reservation. In Minnesota the
legal responsibility for the provision of social services to Indian
families on the reservations of the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe rests
with the county of residence. In Cass County, American Indians con-
stitute approximaiely 10% of the total county population, but Indian
chiidren constitute 80% of the children Cass County has placed in
foster ¢are. Thus, historically, an Indian child in Cass County

was about 8 times more 1ikely to be separated from his family and
cultural heritage than a non-Indian child. The children were usually
placed in non-Indian foster homes. These appalling statistics are

a legacy of the past. The Minnesota Chippewa Tribe and the Cass
County Départment of Social Services are now working together to remedy

what can only be described as a social catastrophe.

In July of 1975, the Cass County telfare Board agreed to fund a full

——

time Indian child welfare service worker under the supervision of the

Mirnesota Chippewa Tribe to work specifically with Indian children on

the Leech Lake Reservation. As mutual respect and trust developed

between the aqgencies, we jointly prepared an application through the

Minnesota Department of Public Welfare for a project demonstration grant
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