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expressed by Mr. Phyllis Fast Wolf, an
Oneida living in the uptown area of Chi­
cago:

Thinking Indian Is a way of life and I
think that these cr.lldren should have an
opportunity to learn our herrtage and set of
values"

This concern was also expressed by a
number of witnesses at the Senate hear­
ings; for example, one witness labeled
the pattern of placements as "another
form of that svstematic form of geno­
cide."

The second aspect of the placement of
Indian children in non-Indian homes
that is of concern is the psychological
damage to the children that may result
As one author writes. when children are
placed away from the reservation, they
"face breaking ties not only with parents
and siblings but also with friends, rela­
tives, community, culture, and anything
familiar." Several of the psychiatrists
who testified at the hearings also report­
ed on the ill effects suffered by environ­
ments. While this issues is not specific to
placements of Indian children, it is ex­
acerbated by the cultural differences ex­
perienced by the Indian chile! placed in a
non-Indian home.

If an Indian child is placed in a non­
Indian home while he is still a baby,
problems may arise in later years, par­
ticularly during adolescence Dr. Wester­
meyer testified that the adolescents and
adults he had seen in his practice had
been "raised with a white cultural and
social identity"; then, "during adoles­
cence they found that society was not to
grant them the white identity that they
had," They encountered this identity
problem through pressures from white
parents on their children not to date the
Indian children, derogatory namecalling,
and diffiCUlty obtaining jobs and credit.

The problem was compounded by the
lack of an Indian peer group and family
to support the Indian children in this
identity crisis. Mel Sampson, another
witness and a tribal councilman of the
Yakima Indian Nation, stated:

They literally suffer when they discover
that their physical appearance is not that
of their adopted parents. ... The wonder­
ment and the search for true Identity Is cru­
cial and probably, at times, never completed.

The evaluation of the alternative to
foster care project in Seattle states that
placements of Indian children in non­
Indian homes "regardless of their quality,
pose serious questions regarding the de­
gree of ethnic identification possible for
children so placed, and the effect of eth­
nic identification on general identity for­
mation." To illustrate this point, here
are a series of questions and answers
taken from our Indian child welfare
hearing record ..

QUESIION At what year were you taken
from your family?

ANSWER. September 1963, 13 years old,
QUESIION, Wh.y were you taken?
ANSWER, My father died They thought my

mother' couldn't take care of us,
QUEsnoN Were you taken off the reserva­

tion?
ANSWER, Yes, Twenty miles away. I was

placed In jail 17 days' while they attempted
to find me a foster home,

Q;:;EsrION Were you taken to a non-Indian
family?

ANSWER .. Yes.
QUESTION, How many non-Indian families

have you and YOUI' brothers and sisters been
shipped off to?

ANSWER. Fourteen families
QUESTION How many brother's and sisters

do you have?
ANSWER Seven,
QUEsr'ION, What kind of effect did moving

you off the reservation, away from your nat­
ural parents andramnv, have on yDU?

ANSV1ER They took me away from my
people, from my famlly, all my friends,
brothers and sisters, everyone. I lost all my
Indls..ness, language, reitgion, beliefs, my en··
tire sense of belonging

QUESIION, As you 've grown up, have you
felt the hurt of being taken away? Do you
miss the time being away rrom your people?

ANswE3. Yes I especially feel for this same
problems for my brothers and sisters, They
lost everything

QUESTION Have you or your brothers ar...d
sisters ever been literally instructed to dia­
continue Dr ror get your Indian people and
their beliel's?

ANSWER. Yes. Defi nttely
QUESTION, E3,ve you OI' your brothers and

staters ever been i~ trouble criminally as
juveniles?

ANS'-VER Yes, To a large extent
QUESTION Do you attribute any of this to

your being placed in white homes?
ANSWER, Yes.
QUESTION. Why?
ANS\VER, It built in me a resentment, a feel ..

Ing or anger, tiley had stolen everything from
me. I was mad a.t the world I dtdrit care

QUESTION,. Do you know other Indian chil­
dren In this area of Mlnuesota who have
been placed In white foster homes?

ANSWER" Yes
QUESIION. How many?
ANSWER. Over 80 percent of the children of

the village I grew up In, Sawyer, on the Fond
Du Lac Reservation., The populatton is 280,
Since then I have met many who were also In
fDster homes,

QUESTION. Would you say, putting Indian
children In Minnesota, In white foster homes
by welfare is big business?

ANSWER., It certainly is
QUESIION. Do YDU think you will ever re­

cover from what happened to you?
ANSWER, I hcpe so I just don't know,

I ask once again, that my colleagues
help in trying to turn around this terrible
situation by joining me as a cosponsor in
this absolutely essential legislation.

NELSON CRUIKSHANK'S NEW
MISSION IN AGING

Mr. CHURCH. Mr. President, Prest­
dent Carter has fulfilled the pledge he
made during last year's campaign to
name a knowledgeable and distinguished
person to be his counselor on aging..

Nelson Cruikshank, who has served as
president of the National Council of
Senior Citizens since 1969, will soon fill
that role. He will also become Chairman
of the Federal Council on Aging,

These appointments bode very wen in­
deed for the entire field of aging, Nelson
Cruikshank has long concerned himself
with matters directly related to the well­
being of older Americans. In his major
career assignment as director of the AF1r­
CIO department of social security, he
paid special attention to the needs of
older Americans, but he also saw the
value of social security for persons of
other age groups as well And as presi­
dent of the NCSC for 8 years, he has
taken a very broad view of other pro-

grams and problems which affect older
persons and younger members of their
families,

I welcome President Carter's choice
And in the President's announcement is
a brief and useful description of Mr.
Cruikshank's many accomplishments. I
ask unanimous consent to have that an­
nouncement printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the an­
nouncement was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

THE WHITE HOUSE ANNOUNCEMENT

The President today announced that he
wlll designate Nelson oruncsnank as chair­
man of the Federal Council on the Aging,
Cruikshank's designation was announced by
the Vice Presiden t in a speech to the Coun·,
eil's btenntal Iectstatrve conrerence thIs arter­
noon, Cruikshank will also be appointed
counselor to the Prestderrt. He is present ly
a member of the Council and president of t11e
National Council of Senior Citizens,

Cr utksharik was born June 21, 1902, in
Bradner, Ohlo. He received an AB, from Ohio
Wesleyan University in 1925 and an M. Div.
rrom Union Theological Serntnary In 1929

From 1930 to 1933 Cruikshank directed ti~e

relief program of the Brooklyn (NeW York)
Federation of Churches, From 1933 .to 1935
he directed the Workers Education Program
of the New Haven, Connecticut Central Labor
Union at Yale University, and organized for
the AFL in Connecticut, He directed the WPA
Workers Ed'.lcation Program at New York
University in lil35-36

Cruikshank worked In labor retattons for
the l"aIffi Security Admtntatratlon from 1937
to 1942, serving as director of the Migratory
Labor Camp Program from 1940 to 1942, In
1943 and 194'1 he was executive assistant to
the Iabor members of the Management-Labor
Advisory Committee of the War ManpoweI'
Commis-slon, and deputy vice chairman of the
Commission In charge of labor relations ..

FIom 1944 to 1950 Cruikshank was dlrec ..
tor of Social Insurance Activities for the
AFL, In 1951 and 1952 he was director of the
Labor Division Economic Cooperation Admin­
tstration in Faris, France, He served as di­
rector of the Department of Social Security
at the AFL-CIO in Washington from 1953
untll his retirement in 1955,

Since retirement, Cruikshank has served as
a visiting professor at Michigan State Unl ..
verstty, the University of Michigan, and
Pennsylvania state Un lverstty, He has been
president of the National Council of Senior
Ci tlzens since 1969,

CrUikshank wad a member of tloe U.s. de le­
gatlon to the First Gerieral Assembly of
UNESCO In 1946, and served on the U.S, N'3.­
tional Commission ror UNESCO from 1946 to
1950. He was a member of the U,s. delegatron
to the First General Assembly of WHO in
1948. From 1962 to 1970 he was a member of
the ILO's Committee of Experts on Social
Security.

In 1976, Cruikshank was co-chairman of
senior CIttzens for Carter wt th Miss Lillian
Carter. He has been a member of the Fede!'al
Council on the Aging slnce 1974, and is chair..
man of Its Committee on Economics of Aging

OUR WORDS CAN PROMOTE HUM.AN
RIGHTS

Mr.. PROX~MIRE.. Mr.. President, we
often wonder whether the United States
can do anything to protect the rights of
peoples outside our borders. In Para­
guay, the very country which I cited a
few days ago as an example of the con­
tinuing threats to human rights that
allegedly occurs in many areas of the
world, American actions have produced
positive results,


