Riders on Justice and Interior FY 2004 Appropriations Bills

1. Justice Department: S.1585, the Commerce, Justice and State, Judiciary and Related
Agencies FY '04 Appropriation bill, contains the following language:

“SEC. 109. None of the funds provided in this Act in fiscal year 2004 may be used for
courts or police for individual tribes in Alaska (except the Annette Island Indian Reserve)
except that: (1) the amount that was made available for such courts in Alaska in fiscal year
2003 shall annually be adjusted by the percentage increase in the consumer price index
and transferred as a direct lump sum payment to the State of Alaska to fund magistrates in
Alaska Native villages, and (2) the amount that was made available for such police in
Alaska in fiscal year 2003 shall annually be adjusted by the percentage increase in the

~ consumer price index and transferred as a direct lump sum payment to the State of Alaska
to fund the Village Pubiic Safety Officer Program in Alaska Native villages.”

The Senate Report language accompanying the Bill explains as follows:

“The Committee notes that the Department of Justice and other Federal agencies have provided
grants to tribes in Alaska for courts, police officers, and law enforcement equipment. Because the
previous administration recognized 227 separate tribes in Alaska, there are not sufficient funds
for each tribe to have its own court system and police force. Therefore, the Committee has
included a general provision in the bill clarifying that funds should not be made available to tribes
in Alaska for courts or police until a more efficient delivery system can be developed such as
consolidation. However, to ensure that judicial services continue in Alaska Native villages, the
funds that have previously been granted to tribes will now be allocated to the State of Alaska to
increase magistrates and fund the Village Public Safety Officer Program untit such system can be
developed.”

An additional $2 million is included in the Justice Department Budget for the State of Alaska “for
training Village Public Safety Officers and small village police officers and acquisition of
emergency response and search and rescue for rural communities.”

The House version of the CJS Appropriations Bill (HR 2799) does not contain these provisions.

2. Interior Department: S. 1391 — Department of Interior Budget passed the Senate on
September 23, 2003. The bill contains the following “Alaska specific” language in the Department
of Health and Human Services, Indian Health Services Budget:

Provided further, That of the amounts provided to the Indian Health Service, $15,000,000 is
provided for alcohol control, enforcement, prevention, treatment, sobriety and weliness,
and education in Alaska to be distributed as direct lump sum payments as follows: (a)
$2,000,000 to the State of Alaska for regional distribution to hire and equip additional
Village Public Safety Officers to engage primarily in bootlegging prevention and
enforcement activities; (b) $10,000,000 to the Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium, which
shall be allocated for (1) substance abuse treatment including residential treatment, (2) substance
abuse and behavioral health counselors through the Counselor in Every Village program, and (3)
comprehensive substance abuse training programs for counselors and others delivering
substance abuse services; (¢) $1,000,000 to the State of Alaska for a school peer counseling and
education program; and (d) $2,000,000 for the Alaska Federation of Natives sobriety and
wellness program for competitive merit-based grants: Provided further, That none of the
funds may be used for tribal courts or tribal ordinance programs or any program that is
not directly related to aicohol control, enforcement, prevention, treatment, or sobriety:
Provided further, That no more than 10 percent may be used by any entity receiving funding for
administrative overhead including indirect costs: Provided further, That the State of Alaska,
Alaska Native non-profit corporations, and the Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium
must each maintain its existing level of effort and must use these funds to enhance or












